
                                             

 

“St. Nick” 

 

“Santa Claus” was a real person. However, the real St. Nicholas is 

not often remembered or in some cases, he was never known. 

Rather the legend and fables built around his life have become 

ubiquitous, especially in recent times. Have you ever wondered 

about the real man upon whom the legend was built?  The true 

story of Santa Claus begins with Nicholas, who was born during the third century in the 

village of Patara. At the time the area was Greek and is now on the southern coast of 

Turkey. His wealthy parents, who raised him to be a devout Christian, died in an epidemic 

while Nicholas was still young. Obeying Jesus' words to "sell what you own and give the 

money to the poor," Nicholas used his whole inheritance to assist the needy, the sick, and 

the suffering. He dedicated his life to serving God and was made Bishop of Myra while still 

a young man. Bishop Nicholas became known throughout the land for his generosity to 

those in need, his love for children, and his concern for sailors and ships. 

 

Under the Roman Emperor Diocletian, who ruthlessly persecuted Christians, Bishop 

Nicholas suffered for his faith, was exiled and imprisoned. The prisons were so full of 

bishops, priests, and deacons, there was no room for the real criminals—murderers, thieves 

and robbers. After his release, Nicholas attended the Council of Nicaea in AD 325. He died 

December 6, AD 343 in Myra and was buried in his cathedral church, where a unique relic, 

called manna, formed in his grave. This liquid substance, said to have healing powers, 

fostered the growth of devotion to Nicholas. The anniversary of his death became a day of 

celebration, St. Nicholas Day, December 6th. (stnicholascenter.org) 

 

What if Christmas really was about celebrating Jesus? What if following the way of this 

exemplary Christian, St. Nicholas, became our way of celebrating Christmas? Do not allow 

your holiday season to be a shallow time of jingling bells and jangled nerves. Christmas is 

not about decorations, deadlines, and dashing though the snow.  Christmas is a time for 

giving ourselves as gifts to each other, and especially giving to those who are lonely, poor, 

forgotten, and marginalized; the ones who Jesus would affectionately call “the least of 

these.”  Make the holiday season about comforting, serving, rejoicing with, and giving to 

others with greater needs than your own. Take this attitude of gratitude and service into the 

New Year. Do it all for the glory of God in the name of Jesus the Christ. 

 

Merry Christmas and 

Happy New Year! 

Shalom, 

Pastor Joe 

 

 

 



TRUSTEE REPORT 

 

Same old story.  Elevator is working again.  Another burned out motor.  We suffered a delay in 
repairs due to inability to diagnose the trouble.  After several days delay, we decided to 
change elevator repair companies. After the time and effort of working with DP&L, a master 
electrician and consultation with Larry Hughes, it was determined to replace the motor.  
Brandywine did this job with due diligence and in an extremely proficient manner.  Larry 
Hughes kept his contact with the progress of the job and we have developed a plan with 
Brandywine to have monitoring equipment in place and also to “study” this motor for 
explanations of failure after such short duration of service.   The total cost is $1209 which can 
be paid from the bequest in the Trustee Account.  We have every intention of further 
investigation into the power supply and all other aspects of the elevator and equipment. 

We need to give serious thought to establishing a contingency fund for possible future 
elevator repairs. There may be costs for monitoring equipment such as increasing voltage by 
working with DP&L, etc. We have not abandoned that as a trouble spot yet, 

 We are so sorry that so many of our embers suffered during this troubled time, but God gave 
us the strength and wherewith all to endure and we are back in business! 

Just about the time the elevator situation was resolved, our Trustees discovered a sound 
erupting from the back heaters (those which are in the education building) and a service 
technician was called.  Hentkowski responded immediately (these are gas heaters).  They shut 
them down and although we were safe, we had no heat for three days.  We are totally grateful 
for the warm weather.  Another sad story!  We need a new unit for the area (air conditioner 
not involved).  Three quotes involved, varying from $1300 for repairs only on a 20-year-old 
system to $10,000 for a new unit with increased efficiency of 92% and a 20-year warranty. The 
Trustees voted to replace the unit with Larry Hughes overlooking the specifications and 
installation.  Hentkowski will do the work. Installation will probably be Christmas week.  Our 
bereavement fund covered the expense of the elevator and heater cost. But we should be 
mindful that these two repairs were rather costly expenses against the bequest account. 

However, despite the blessings God bestows upon our church which has included the gift of 
Pastor Joe sharing his ministry life with us for such a brief period, he has been reassigned to 
further his service to God. Pastor Joe will leave us in July of 2016 to become Wilmington 
District Superintendent; a job for which he is gifted and well prepared. This is a pastor whose 
soul is filled with his calling from God and he walks every step and holds God in his heart every 
moment. We all love you, Pastor Joe!!  
 
Blessings and Holiday Wishes to the congregation as we finish up 2015 and move with 
assurance to 2016! 
 
Betty Tull 

 

 



Church Council Report 
November 23, 2015 

  

           Grace and peace to you!  I cannot believe how quickly time passes.  After six 
years, and serving under three different pastors, it is time to “pass the gavel” to the 
next chair of the Church Council.   

 
Over this past year, we have been blessed to see growth in attendance at both 

services, growth in programs for our youth and children’s church, growth in our 
missions’ efforts, and spiritual growth in our membership and circuit.  Though at 
times we may have experienced financial and other challenges, we prayed and 
stayed together as a church family. 

 
We continued to see transition in our membership, as some of our saints left 

this temporary home on earth for a better one with our heavenly father.  Yet, we 

were also blessed to have new members join our church family.  We will continue to 

grow as we demonstrate “open minds, open hearts and open doors.” 

 
Under the leadership of Pastor Joe, we continue to receive spiritually-based 

sermons each Sunday.  Additionally, Pastor Joe continues to lead us in weekly 

Bible studies.  He constantly reminds us that Sunday worship is only part of our 

Christian growth and development.  Bible study must be an integral part of our lives, 

and Pastor Joe is passionate in encouraging us to participate in any of the Bible 

studies at Marshallton. 

 
  As we embark upon a new year, I pray that we continue to grow as a 

church and a circuit.  Continue to “commit to the Lord whatever you do, and your 

plans will succeed.”  

 
I thank you for having the opportunity to serve in a leadership role, and pray 

that I have made a positive difference in the life of the church.  

 

Valencia L. Beaty, Esq.         
Church Council Chairperson 

 

ATTENTION – EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2016 

THE COST OF FLOWERS FOR THE ALTAR 

WILL INCREASE FROM $20 TO $30 

 

 



MISSIONS REPORT 

DECEMBER 2015 

 

THANKSGIVING DINNER 
 

On Thanksgiving Day November 26th, Marshallton UMC held the annual community 

Thanksgiving dinner.  Many members of the church prepared dishes to serve and John Thomas 

led the kitchen staff in food preparation and serving.  Approximately 120 people were served. 
 

FAMILY PROMISE 
 

Although our support hosting duties for St. James Episcopal church are over for this year, we are 

continuing to help families in the network move into their new residences when requested and 

when available. 
 

FOOD CLOSET 
 

Our twice monthly schedule for having the Food Closet open continues.  The December schedule 

is for the 10th and 17th.  Starting in January we will resume the 2nd and 4th Thursday schedule.   

The new 2016 schedule will be posted on the bulletin board after December17th.  
 

The application for the Food Bank partnership has been filled out and is undergoing review and 

approval by MUMC officers. 
 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD SHOEBOX CAMPAIGN 
 

Our annual campaign for Samaritan’s Purse Operation Christmas Child Shoebox operation was 

completed Monday November 23rd.  There were 23 volunteers who helped collect, count, record, 

pack, load, and deliver shoe boxes.  They were:  Bob Jackson, Bill Binkley, Jackie Kelso, Joyce 

Medkeff, Hope Schock, Arlene Calhoun, Louise Keller, Kappy Stevens, Phil Barnett, June 

Barnett, Kymm Hockman, Jean Chrestensen, Paula Long, Bill Snyder, Greg Schock, John 

Thomas, Anne Thomas, Susan Hall, Ed King, Mildred King, June Pesikey and Tom Pesikey.  The 

total number of hours worked was over 80.  Marshallton UMC donated 68 shoe boxes this year 

and the total number of shoe boxes collected from all participating entities bringing shoe boxes to 

MUMC was 1292 packed in 69 cartons.  Praise the Lord.  Hallelujah! 
 

SOUTH SUDAN MEDICAL MINISTRY 
 

Matthew and Maggie Loftus successfully reached there fund raising goal, have completed their 

travels to South Sudan and have begun their maternity and pediatric ministry.  This is especially 

meaningful to MUMC as Matthew is Louise Keller’s grandson.  We will list their Facebook, 

Twitter, Email information next month. 
 

Respectfully submitted in His name and in His service, 

Tom Pesikey,  

Missions Chair        

 

 



UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

 

 “Each one should use whatever gifts he has received to serve others, faithfully 

administering race in its forms” 

 This past year, as always, this wonderful organization has remained very active 

despite declining membership and advancing age of many of our most active member. We 

are a mission driven organization that supports global, national and local missions. Many 

are budgeted and others supported as needs arise and monies are available. 

 Our budget items, which are funded by our member pledges and supplemented by 

fundraisers, include Mission Pledge to the Wilmington District UMW, Neighborhood 

House, Salvation Army, Sunday Breakfast Mission, Mary Mother of Hope House, Church 

Women United, Prison Ministries and Door of Hope. We also support our local church, 

UMW Sunshine Fund,, MUMC Jesus Club, MUMC Youth Group, MUMS (School), 

MUMS office supplies and Pastor’s Discretionary Fund. All of these budgeted items total 

$5, 700.00. After these were paid, any remaining funds have been divided between the 

Elevator Fund (which has been paid in full under 5 years through the generosity of our 

congregation and, in no small way, the UMW) and renovation and decorating of our Church 

Lounge.  

 Another important ministry of this organization is food service. We keep the church 

kitchen supplied with needed items, host weekly coffee hour, co-host a Lenten Lunch, and 

hosted a Welcome Back Luncheon for Pastor Joe in July, and sadly, we cooked and served 

six funeral luncheons for departed church members. I would be remiss if I didn’t report that 

90% or more of all food served in our church is donated by the women. 

 Our fundraisers included a Holiday Bazaar in November, soup, Bread and Dessert 

Suppers in March, an Ice Cream Festival in August, and a Spring Luncheon in May. 

 In addition to the aforementioned projects, many of our women also serve on the We 

Care Team visiting shut-ins, deliver Meals on Wheels, bake cookies for prisoners, fill shoe 

boxes for Samaritan’s Purse, fill gift bags with needed personal items for prisoners, fill gift 

bags with needed personal items for the women in the Mary Mother of Hope House, and 

baby items needed for the Door of Hope, and last but not least, contribute to the Food 

Closet. 

 These are amazing women who always respond willingly when called to meet any 

need. They truly exemplify all that 1 Peter 4:10 tells us to do. 

Shelva Lewis 

President, Marshallton United Methodist Women 

 
The United Methodist Women will be having their pledge service  

on January 4th. Please note this is a Mon.  Not our usual night. I hope to  
see all of the members there. Thanks. 



CIRCUIT UMM 

 December – Winter coats are needed for the Sunday Breakfast Mission.   

 Cedars UMC has already begun collecting them.  At our last Circuit UMM meeting  

 on  December 12, 2015, a decision was made to have a collection point at all  

 three circuit member churches.  Please consider donating slightly used or brand  

 new coats.  Coats will be collected at  MUMC during the months of December and  

 January.  The coats can be for men, women or children.  A collection bin will be  

 placed near the elevator door on the first floor. 

 

 January – The men’s chili cook-off will be held on Sunday, January 31, 2016  from  

 4 to 7 p.m.  The cook-off will be in the MUMC fellowship hall with all  three circuit 

 churches invited to submit entries and participate in the  fellowship.  This year we  

 will be asking for a free-will donation during the  event.  The theme this year will  

 be celebrating baseball with Spring-training  to begin in February.  So, please  

 consider your décor in light of baseball.  Also, the chili is to be prepared by the men  

 with no help from their wives  or girlfriends, other than supplying the recipe. 
 

 February – Sub sale. The sub sale will be on Saturday, Feb 20, 2016.  Prices are yet  

 to be determined.  Announcements will appear in the Sunday bulletins. 

 

 March – Annual spaghetti dinner will be held on Saturday, March 19, 2016  in  

 MUMC fellowship hall.   Dinner will be served from 4 -7 p.m.  The dinner price 

 is yet to be determined.  This is the UMM’s largest event for raising money to  

 support the missions we are committed to.  So, please prayerfully consider  

 supporting the men’s efforts.  You will learn more about this dinner from future  

 Sunday bulletins. 
 

 
 

MUMC - 7:00PM DECEMBER 24TH 



YOUTH AND CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES 

We have a small, but dedicated group of youth at Marshallton UMC.   We currently meet on 
Friday evenings from 6:30 PM until 8:00 PM.  This is the second year that we have been 
meeting weekly.  We did not adjourn for the summer, although we did have a brief 
interruption in July for a few weeks after my unexpected hospitalization.   

During the past year, we have participated in quite a few activities.  In January, three youths 
and two adults attended the youth rally in Ocean City, Maryland. We also attended Faith and 
Family Night at the Delaware 87s basketball game.  In February, we participated in the 30 
hour Famine.  Five youth and four adults spent the night at church, while fasting for 30 hours 
to raise funds for World Vision. In addition to raising funds for this worthwhile ministry, 
during the Famine we cleaned the toys in the pre-school room and held a food drive in the 
surrounding neighborhood to assist with our food closet ministry.  Prior to breaking our fast, 
we watched the movie “God’s Not Dead,” and then shared Communion.   
 
During the summer, we enjoyed some games along with a brief lesson, snack and fellowship 
each week. 
 
This Fall, we have completed one Bible study based on the movie “Soul Surfer.”  We had a fun 
Halloween gathering a few weeks ago, and are currently working on a study based on the 
movie “Heaven is For Real.”   We did this study about 18 months ago, but a different group of 
young folks was attending at that time.  
 
Our Children’s Worship program continues weekly during our Contemporary Worship. The 
program allows the children to come to worship with their families, and then leave the 
Sanctuary as a group for a special time of worship and instruction.  The children return to the 
Sanctuary in time to receive Communion with their families. Currently, Children’s Worship 
attendance is very fluid, averaging from three to six children per week. 
 
Our Sonspark Labs VBS was held the week of July 27-31.  A total of 42 children participated in 
the program, with an average nightly attendance of 26.  We had some assistance from our 
friends at Christ UMC, who help staff the program, and provided craft items.   A monetary 
donation was given by Cedars UMC.  Dinners, which were held nightly, were staffed, prepared 
and financed by Marshallton UMC. 
 
With the help of Roosevelt and Carolina Rowsey and Deacon Kymm, we offered the Alpha 
Course at Christ UMC.  Although all churches shared the burden of the weekly meals, the 
sessions were primarily attended by folks from Marshallton UMC.  Only a few “newcomers” 
attended, but one of them has now officially become a member at Marshallton UMC. 
 
Although my term as paid Youth Director expired November 30, 2015, I will continue to work 
with the youth and Children’s Worship, as well as pursue the path of becoming a Licensed 
Local Pastor.  I would welcome your prayers in all of these areas.   
 
God’s blessings to all of you! 

Sharon 

 



Ministry Summary Report 
Deacon Kymm Hockman 

 
The three-congregation circuit arrangement started October 2014, at which time it was 
agreed that Kymm would have the following roles. 

1. Preach twice/month: once each at Cedars/Christ  and  Marshallton UMC 

2. Provide oversight to new ministry starts 

3. Facilitate retreats and restructuring of leadership 
4. Lead Celebrate Recovery 
5. Work with Technology Capability Development (ACT) 

6. Hold office hours at Christ UMC weekly, typically on Monday mornings 9:30-12:30. 
 

Work in each area: 

1. Kymm has done the preaching as planned, switching weeks when there was a conflict. She gets good 
feedback on her preaching. 

2. Kymm worked with the missions team and Christian Education Director to re-start the food closet 
ministry, start the involvement with Family Promise Ministry, plan and hold the first 3-church Alpha course 
at Christ UMC, organize a “Music on the Lawn” day at Christ UMC, and initiate a tutoring program through a 
partnership with CrossRoad Ministry. These met with varied levels of success, as is to be expected.  

3. Kymm planned and held a series of Circuit-wide meetings for the leadership to get to know each other, 
and to discuss and engage in co-ministry opportunities. She has sponsored or co-sponsored several on their 
Walk to Emmaus retreats, and took several women with her to a Beth Moore Simulcast and a “Hope 
Beyond” conference held locally. She is currently one of the organizers and leaders on a study tour to Israel 
planned for March 2016.  

4. Kymm started and ran the Celebrate Recovery Step Study class at MUMC from September 2014 through 
May 2015 and continues to be involved through Ogletown Baptist Church, as needed. She continues to 
meet with and counsel individuals with addiction issues.  

5.Kymm brought Travis Smith (ACT) to start a circuit-wide technology improvement program. This work is 
ongoing and is now led by laity with representation from all 3 congregations.  

6.Kymm continues to hold office hours at Christ UMC on Monday mornings (with some exceptions due to 

business travel. She also continues to participate in the MUMC Praise Team. 

Kymm attended the Global Leadership Summit at Cornerstone UMC, and took a course and exam to 
become certified as a “Project Management Professional”. This is relevant to ministry as Kymm’s ministry 
focus as Deacon advocates and educates moving from a committee-based organizational structure to a 
project-led structure in congregations. We can improve every aspect of ministry if we can improve how we 
engage volunteers, and develop leaders. 

Outside appointment to these churches, Kymm is the New Castle County coordinator for the Angel Tree 
Ministry of Prison Fellowship Ministries, serves with Kairos ministries (In-prison ministry of “Walk to 
Emmaus”) and is on the Urban Center Ministries Committee for the District. She is also on the Conference 
Committee of Investigation and is active with the Order of Deacon. 

Kymm has not yet taken the church planter’s “Boot Camp” as was hoped, but will try to time her 
attendance to a time when she is directly connected with a new congregation start-up.  

 



 
 

DAILY BIBLE READINGS FOR DECEMBER 2015 

      GOD’S REDEEMING WORD 

    Day Book Chapter Day Book Chapter 

1 Philippians 1:1-30 17 Malachi 1:1-14 

2 Philippians 2:1-30 18 Malachi 2:1-17 

3 Philippians 3:1-21 19 Malachi 3:1-18 

4 Philippians 4:1-23 Fourth Sunday of Advent 

5 Isaiah 40:1-31  20 Malachi 4:1-6 

Second Sunday of Advent 21 Luke 1:1-25 

6 Isaiah 41:1-29 22 Luke 1:26-56 

7 Isaiah  42:1-25 23 Luke 1:57-80 

8 Isaiah 43:1-28 24 Luke 2:1-20 

9 Isaiah 44:1-28 Christmas Day 

10 Isaiah 45:1-25 25 John 1:18 

11 Isaiah 48:1-22 26 John 1:19-34 

12 Isaiah 49:1-26 27 Luke 2:21-52 

Third Sunday of Advent 28 Luke 3:1-22 

13 Jeremiah 23:1-8 29 Titus 1:1-16 

14 Jeremiah 31:1-22 30 Titus 2:1-15 

15 Jeremiah 31:23-40 31 Titus 3:1-15 

16 Jeremiah 33:1-26    

 

MERRY CHRISTMAS  



 

BIRTHDAYS / ANNIVERSARIES FOR  DECEMBER 2015 

 

   HAPPY BIRTHDAY  

  

 

  

   DECEMBER JANUARY, 2016 

1 Bruce Maguire 10 Arlene Hendrickson 1 Elaine Shaw 

 Robert Stackhouse 19 Lynn Simpson  Karen Swientochowski 

2 Bill Binkley 20 Jean James 5 J R Lester 

4 Dale Lenker 22 Peggy Roberts  Holly Paoletti 

5 Diane Freebery 26 Daphne Reed   

 Sharon McDaniel     

 Gordon Parker     

      

 

 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 

DECEMBER JANUARY, 2016 

11 Bob & Nancy Warner     

17 Lee & Jane Tull     



 

DAILY BIBLE READINGS FOR JANUARY, 2016 

GOD’S WORD OF LIFE 

      1 Romans 1:1-17 17 Luke 9:1-17 

2 Romans  2:1-16 

WEEK  OF  PRAYER  FOR  CHRISTIAN 

UNITY  BEGINS 

3 Romans 3:19-31 18 Luke 9:18-27 

4 Romans 5:1-21 19 Luke 9:28-45 

5 Romans 6:1-23 20 Luke 9:46-62 

EPIPHANY 21 John 8:1-20 

6 Isaiah 60:1-22 22 John 8:21-47 

7 John 5:1-29 23 John 12:20-36a 

8 John 6:1-24 ECUMENICAL SUNDAY 

9 John 6:25-59 24 John 17:1-26 

10 John 6:60-71 25 Acts 9:1-25 

11 Luke 7:1-17 26 Acts 9:26-43 

12 Luke 7:18-35 27 John  10:1-21 

13 Luke 7:36-50 28 John 10:22-42 

14 Luke 8:1-21 29 John 11:1-27 

15 Luke 8:22-39 30 John 11:28-44 

16 Luke 8:40-56 31 John 14:1-14 

 



BIRTHDAYS / ANNIVERSARIES FOR   JANUARY, 2016 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

   

                                                  JANUARY                                                            FEBRUARY 

1 Elaine Shaw 16 Charles Woodring 5 Susan Hall 

 Karen Swientochowski 18 Nancy Warner 8 Lester Carlisle, Sr. 

5 J R Lester 20 Ted Calhoun 9 Joyce Medkeff 

 Holly Paoletti 21 Audrey Warner   

7 Bob Tull 26 Mary Johns   

11 Sam Bramble 30 Jay Kelso   

 Kara Lewicki     

      

 

 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 

January February 

26 Brian & Karen Dallas   2 Greg & Hope Schock 

      

  

PEACE AND BLESSINGS IN 2016! 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Continue to bring in new 

and used coats for those 

less fortunate.

1 2

3                                                                                                                                       

9:00am  Praise & Worship                   

11:00am  Worship Service                                                                                     

4 5                                                     

6:30pm - Praise Team  

7:45pm -  Chancel 

Choir                   

6                                     

1:00pm & 7:00pm - 

Pastor Joe's Bible 

Study on Romans

7 8 9

10                                                                                                                                                 

9:00am  Praise & Worship                  

11:00am  Worship Service                                                                                                         

11 12                                        

10:30am - Alice Ball Circle 

Mtg.                           6:0o 

pm Rebekah Circle @ 

Church                                                 

6:30pm - Praise Team           

7:45pm - Chancel Choir          

13                                  

10:30am - Marian 

Rowe Circle Mtg.       

1:00pm & 7:00pm - 

Pastor Joe's Bible 

Study on Romans                                                                   

14 15 16

17                                                                                                                                               

9:00am  Praise & Worship                  

11:00am  Worship Service           

18 19                                          

6:30pm - Praise Team   

7:45pm - Chancel Choir                        

20                               

1:00pm & 7:00pm - 

Pastor Joe's Bible 

Study on Romans   

21 22 23

24                                                                                                                                               

9:00am  Praise & Worship                  

11:00am  Worship Service                                                                      

25 26                               

6:30pm - Praise Team  

7:45pm - Chancel Choir   

27 28 29 30

31                                

4-7pm - Men's Chili 

Cook-off             
February 20               

Sub Sale

March 19  

Spaghetti Dinner

JANUARY, 2016
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