Speaking of New Year’s resolutions…
Many of us make resolutions of some sort. But we often give up
on those resolutions and set them aside after a few days, or
maybe a few weeks. But many of us don’t make resolutions
that really matter in the first place.
So, we are starting a new year. This is a time to reflect, meditate, and pray about our
lives as disciples and the direction God is calling us to take in the coming year. Now, it is
not so much about making resolutions as it is making the necessary corrections. A new
year is a fresh start, another chance to get it right. The Bible’s understanding of sin
means to miss the mark. But the Bible’s understanding of repentance means accepting
God’s gift of another chance to get it right.
This new year is another chance to be more attentive to others. It is another chance to
be more loving and thoughtful. It is another chance to work for justice. It is another
chance to show mercy. It is another chance to be an instrument of God’s peace. And it is
another chance to grow in the grace and knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ. Our best
resolution is to commit to knowing, loving, and serving God in a more faithful way this
year. May God help us all to keep this most important of resolutions. Happy New Year!
Shalom,

Pastor Joe

Thank you for the blessings of gifts bestowed
upon my family over the Holidays.
Your kindnesses are very much
Appreciated,
Pastor Joe, April and Niyah

TRUSTEES
The Trustees have been busy with the daily upkeep of light labor changing, small
plumbing jobs, etc.
I am hesitant to report our most serious problem. Every time I report in the Chatter that
“everything is fine”, something else goes wrong.
The Elevator – Obviously, there are two sections to this operation; one, the tower or
appendage which carries the car, and the mechanical operation is certainly what makes
the whole thing work.
I am certain that the tower; water, hydraulic, fluids, etc. is under control. We are having
quarterly inspections.
BUT, the week before Christmas the mechanics failed involving a motor. Another $2500!
This brought me serious concern as it would you.
I reviewed the mechanics, elevator make, usage, installation, etc. I even reverted to the
air tragedies we have had – “Pilot Error – Mechanics”. There have been no plausible
answers. This is our second replacement motor and we did get a 2-year guarantee. The
only answer I would imagine was the previous motor was pre-used and failed.
Thanks to our bequests (which have been depleted, including the elevator maintenance
fund) we still have a balance due on the elevator of $3,000. The only money outside of
rental income is the balance of the Jenkins Memorial Fund and rental income.
Although these remarks have nothing to do with the Trustees Report per se, I want to use
this opportunity to thank everyone who contributed so much of their time, talents, and
donations to the projects this church undertook to help the needy, children, missions, feed
those hungry and many others.
You cared for our church, presented beautiful music, children singing, and most of all,
ministered to God’s children.
God Bless You,
Betty Tull

Following is a copy of the Marshallton UMC Lay Leadership Report.
Please note: If you are on one of these committees, please make every
effort to attend meetings.

MARSHALLTON UMC MISSIONS - JANUARY 2015
FOOD CLOSET
Beginning in May of 2014 we resumed and increased our support for the Food Closet operation. For 31
weeks in 2014 we served, on average, 30 families representing roughly 100 people each week. Said
another way, we fed the equivalent of around 3100 needy people in 2014 with our Food Closet
operation. One measure of the success of this program as a mission is that at least one former recipient
of our food closet has joined our congregation. While feeding the needy is, in reality, only treating the
symptoms of a depressed economy and unemployment, we did participate in other missions activity that
helped the needy find jobs. That mission was FAMILY PROMISE.
FAMILY PROMISE
Family Promise is a national organization that helps homeless families become independent and selfsupporting by providing, for up to 90 days, temporary housing, meals, and assisting them in obtaining
employment, housing, and transportation. For the first time, Marshallton UMC supported the Family
Promise organization by acting as a support church to St. James Episcopal Church. We did this by
serving meals and interacting socially with families in the Family Promise network on 6 different
occasions which occurred during three different weeks of the year. All of the families we served
have moved out of the network into permanent residences and employment, thereby becoming
independent again.
HOLIDAY MISSIONS
Once again this holiday season Marshallton UMC provided Thanksgiving food baskets, Angel Tree
Christmas gifts, and Christmas food baskets to about a dozen needy families. The holiday season is
stressful even for employed and intact families. For those who are impoverished it is especially
stressful. It is such a rewarding blessing to be able to help those less fortunate than we are.
COMMUNITY THANKSGIVING DINNER
The Community Thanksgiving Dinner once again this year was a resounding success. The attendance
was over 100 people, some of whom were members of MUMC. Never-the-less, we had many from the
local community who came to partake and share Christian fellowship with us.
SUMMARY
Marshallton UMC participates in around 30 separate mission projects each year. Prior to 2014, we were
roughly a tithing missions church. That is to say that our missions giving (combining monetary and tangible
goods) have been roughly equivalent to 10% of our operational budget. In 2014 year we exceeded that
significantly and approached being a 15% missions giving church. Is there any better way to say that the
members of the congregation of Marshallton United Methodist Church truly are caring, compassionate, and
generous Christians. Thanks and blessings to all who made this possible.
May God bring us the joy and blessings of the Christmas season throughout the coming year.
In His name and in His service,
Tom Pesikey, Missions Chair

Musical Notes
January 2015
Many thanks to all of you for the part you played in helping to make our cantata,
“Emmanuel; Celebrating Heaven’s Child” a huge success. We sang to the glory of God, but
are very grateful that the members of the congregation were so supportive and appreciative
of our performance. Your prayers and words of encouragement meant much to us.
To the members of the choir, I extend my heartfelt thanks to you for the hours you spent
practicing at home as well as for the extra time we spent rehearsing on Saturdays. You came
to rehearsals prepared, with the notes learned, which allowed us to focus on the details, such
as expression, that really polished your performance. Many folks commented that this was
the best cantata yet and that your voices blended beautifully. I have to agree that you outdid
yourselves as you brought glory to God through your musical offering to Him.
I am grateful for our narrator, Carol Caward, who never refuses me when I call and ask her
to be a part of our yearly cantata. She can always be counted on to do a great job. And to all
the “stage crew” folks who moved pianos, pews, chairs and risers – thank you so very much.
A special thank you also goes out to all of you who took time during this busy season to
prepare the wonderful refreshments we shared after the service. You went well beyond “the
call of duty” by providing a delicious and plentiful spread. I know everyone who stayed for
fellowship time was appreciative of the variety of “goodies” you provided.
And, to the choir members, I thank you for the lovely Christmas gifts. The poinsettia is
gorgeous and I am anticipating its beauty will last well into the New Year. Your extremely
generous monetary gift overwhelmed me, just as your love has deeply touched my heart.
You know this has not been the easiest of years for our family, but your constant love,
prayers, concern and understanding have certainly been felt and appreciated.
And remember, we are always looking for new choir members. If you are interested in
singing, please contact me (302-368-5673) or come out on Tuesday evenings at 7:45 and
rehearse with us in the sanctuary.
In His Love,
Debbie Maguire

FOR OUR YOUTH

“The Spirit of God has made me, and the breath of the Almighty gives me life.” Job 33:4
Ever since I was a child, I looked forward to the television specials that would air in the weeks just prior to
Christmas. I would look through the TV section of the daily newspaper to see what day and time such programs
as Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer, Frosty the Snowman, and my personal favorite, A Charlie Brown Christmas,
would air. There was no “On Demand” feature then, so I had to make sure my homework was done, I had taken
a bath and put on my pajamas, and got settled in front of the TV for the magic moment when the screen would
begin to unfold these magical tales that made the season special. Night after night it seemed there was a least
one opportunity to get “lost” in the holiday spirit. Yet, as Pastor Joe said in his sermon the Sunday after
Christmas, when the big day is over, when the television returns to regular programming, when the decorations
get put away, there is a bit of a let-down.
Frosty The Snowman, one of the classic TV Christmas specials mentioned above, has a reminder for us as we
start the New Year. If you remember the special, it goes something like this:
It’s the day before Christmas and the first snowfall of the season has fallen.
After watching a terrible magician attempt to entertain them in school, a group of children build a snowman.
They name Frosty.
When the magician’s hat is found by the children they place it on his head and Frosty comes to life. Professor
Hinkle wants his hat back. When it’s removed from Frosty’s head he ceases to live.
The rabbit Hocus Pocus returns the hat to the children and Frosty comes to life again.
As he comes to life he celebrates in the simplest things. He celebrates LIFE, and he knows it is too precious to be
wasted.
Thus begins Frosty’s great adventure.
But Frosty also realizes the temporary nature of life itself. He understands that as the temperature rises he is in
danger of melting. His young friend Karen wants to help him travel to the North Pole. So Frosty sets off to save
himself, with Karen accompanying him. They are pursued by Professor Hinkle, who wants the hat back. All
seems well until Frosty realizes that Karen is ill prepared for the cold. Sensing it is critical she find a warm place,
he carries her into a greenhouse filled with Christmas poinsettias.
Seeing his chance, Professor Hinkle locks Frosty in the greenhouse, where he melts away without regrets having
saved Karen. She is heartbroken. But Santa Claus soon arrives on the scene, and he explains that Frosty was
made of something more than normal snow. He tells Karen that Frosty was made of Christmas snow and that he
will live again.
At that moment, the Christmas wind blows across Frosty’s melted remains, and he lives again.

When we accept the God’s free gift of Salvation, that came into the world in a human form….in the form of a
small baby…whose arrival we have just joyfully celebrated, and we invite the Holy Spirit to live in our heart, it’s
so much more exciting than Frosty’s magic hat. Like our friend, Frosty, we are made of something more than
just ordinary “stuff.” God has created each one of us, carefully, and wonderfully. And, it’s not a magic hat that
gives us life, but rather the very breath of God. One day, like Frosty, our earthly selves will become lifeless. But,
that breath that gave us life, and the Spirit that made us and lives within us, will give us eternal life. And that’s a
gift that we can carry with us into the New Year and throughout our lives. If you haven’t accepted that free and
wonderful gift of the life-giving Spirit, don’t wait any longer! Instead of the after-Christmas “let down,” make
this your year for the spiritual uplift that is a gift EVERY DAY!
God’s blessings to all of you for a most blessed New Year!
Sharon

YOUTH GROUP AND CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Thank you from the bottom of my heart for the wonderful fruit/snack basket! Danny and I continue to enjoy its
contents. It was a very thoughtful gift from a wonderful church family. I pray for 2015 to be a blessed year for
each of you, and for our entire extended church family.
January is shaping up to be a busy month for our youth. Here is the schedule:
January 2
January 9-11
January 18
January 20

87’s Basketball Game and Christian Concert (meet at church 5:45 PM) No meeting January 4
Youth Rally in Ocean City, MD (no meeting 1/11)
regular meeting, 6:30 PM
regular meeting 6:30 PM

December was a fun month, with Christmas activities and remembering the real “reason for the season,” the
source of our joy and the breath of life! Please keep our youth in prayer. Life can be very challenging for the
young, and the world can be a tempting and sometimes confusing place.
I am so grateful for everyone who helped out with the children’s Sunday School during December. Here is a
tentative schedule for the month of January. These little folks are so much fun, and I look forward to being with
them each week1
January 4
January 11
January 18
January 25

June Pesikey
Lynn Beatty
Marcy Tull
Joyce Medkeff

If you are in grades 6-12 (or know someone in that age group) and would like to learn more about our youth
group, please contact me (cell 302-545-3961 or email sharon1960@hotmail.com) with any questions. Also,
feel free to “like” our Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/GTYMarshalltonUMC).
Also, if you are an adult, and would like to make a difference in the lives of our young members, either by
volunteering with the youth, or helping with Sunday School on a rotating basis, I would love to hear from you.
Blessings!

Sharon

MARSHALLTON UNITED METHODIST SCHOOL
1105 STANTON ROAD,
WILMINGTON, DE 19808
PHONE: 302-994-4188
FAX: 302-994-8838

mums@marshallton.org.

MUMS CORNER
What a busy December we had!! You could feel the excitement in the air as Christmas
approached. On the 23rd of the month the classes had their holiday parties with a visit from
Santa Claus. You should have seen all the little faces; it was definitely a Kodak moment.
Although Santa came to visit, we made sure they knew the true meaning of Christmas, the
birth of Jesus Christ. For some of our children this is the only time they hear this!!
As the New Year approaches, this is the time to start enrolling children for the summer and the
2015-2016 school year. Enrollment will open at the end of January for current children and we
will have open enrollment starting in February. If you know of anyone thinking about MUMS
as their child’s school, have them contact us.
Hope everyone has a good start to the New Year and many blessings to follow!

Tashia Charles (Director)

TUTORS NEEDED!
Qualifications: Warm heart and willingness to help Middle school kids with homework.
Marshallton UMC will start tutoring students from Stanton Middle School in mid-January 2015
on Sundays, 4:30-5:30. We will provide general homework support to students who sign up.
There will be a meeting and pizza party for Stanton parents and students here at MUMC on
January 18th 4:30-5:30PM. We hope to engage UD students as tutors as well. If interested,
please contact Sharon O’Connor or Deacon Kymm Hockman. We would like enough tutors to
create a rotating schedule.
Thanks!
Kymm

UMMen Activities at Marshallton UMC
5th Annual Men’s Chili Cook-Off! Sunday, January 25, 5-7
Come one; come all to our 5th annual Chili Cook-Off. The event will take place in
Marshallton UMC’s Fellowship hall where all men are invited to make the best tasting
Chili they can.
The rules are simple:
1. No help by any woman is to be given to any man at all.
2. Contestants must be set up and be ready to have their
Chili tasted by 4:00 p.m. sharp. Family and friends may
come 5:00-6:00 to eat the chili.
3. You must make at least 4 quarts or 1 gallon so there’s
enough for all.
4. Trophies will be awarded in 3 categories.
Please contact Bob Tull at 388-9637 or email to: rjt4321@comcast.net to enter
your chili.
Please give your chili a name (i.e. smoking hot chili, western chili, nascar chili, etc.).
This year the theme is Western and we encourage you to create a themed serving area
for your chili -- that’s part of the fun! You can have help only with this part.
SUB SALE – SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 7TH
9:00AM - UMM Meeting – Guest Speaker will be Jack Shitama
10:00AM – Make Subs in Fellowship Hall
2:00-6:00PM – Pick up at Marshallton UMC
Place your orders after Sunday Services or from
any member of the United Methodist Men
NO orders will be taken at the door.

STAMP MINISTRY
Kappy Stevens and her daughter June would like to take this opportunity to thank all
who continue to save and accumulate used stamps, placing them in the box outside of
the church office. The proceeds are used to support preparation, publishing, and
distribution of Spanish language curricula for Sunday Schools in Latin America. We
pray for your continued support, and to help make it easier, you may drop whole
envelopes in the box and June will trim them to size. If you are concerned about your
name on the front, all unused portions of envelopes are shredded.
This ministry was initiated in 1972. In recent years the funds raised annually have
exceeded $20,000. The total amount raised since its beginning has been over
$775,000. The organization that coordinates this activity is Alliance Stamp Ministry.

WITH DEEPEST SYMPATHY TO
FAMILIES AND FRIENDS OF
CAROL A. HURST
DALE JAMES
JEAN V. LUTTON
†††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††

THANK YOU
ANGEL WISH TREE
“I have been blessed to be led to Marshallton UMC. I have never experienced a church
family like the one we have here. I would like to thank everyone that helped in any way
with the Angel Wish Tree. Whether it was taking angels, giving money or praying for the
families in need, we show the love of Jesus Christ in all we do. We helped 10 families and
32 children with gifts and a food basket.
Thank you all once again for your generous hearts.
May God Bless you as you have blessed others.”
Karen Lester
HOPE HOUSE BAGS
“Thank you for the Hope House Bags. I delivered 42 bags plus some extras. A special
thanks to Katie and Bill Whisler for collecting toothpaste and brushes year round. Hope
House was very appreciative of all the donations. Thank you again all for your gifts.
Remember, God loves a cheerful giver.”
Sharon McDaniel
“Thanks SO MUCH for the lovely basket of goodies you gave me for Christmas! It was
amazing – you seemed to know exactly the kinds of things I like. It was very thoughtful and
appreciated. I feel loved.”
Thanks, Deacon Kymm
“It couldn’t have happened in a better place – my Church Family was there to pray for and
care for me. You were a blessing from God. I don’t know how else to describe how much
your care and concerns meant to me. Thank you everyone for your assistance. Also, thank
you for your prayers, cards, visits and calls.”
George Becker

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
January 11 thru January 8 – Soup for the Soul for Urban Promise. Attach a
scripture verse on each can you donate.
January 18 – Parent meeting for students participating in free tutoring
January 25 – 5:00-7:00PM – The Great Men’s Chili Cook-off, Church Fellowship
Hall. FREE. MEN: See Bobby Tull for details and to sign up if you want to
compete – prizes for the winners!!! Come join the FUN, and taste lots of great
chili!!
February 1, 4:30pm – 5:30pm – FREE tutoring starts and runs every Sunday for
Middle School students (grades 6-8). Please contact the church office if you are
interested.
February 7, 2:00-6:00pm – United Methodist Men’s Sub Sale – Be sure to order
in advance after church services or call Bob Tull (388-9637) for further
information. No orders will be taken at the door.
February 28 – Youth Group Food Drive – Drop off canned goods at the church
between 9:00am and 10:00am, OR call the church office to request a pickup for
the day of the drive only.
February 28 – 12pm – 3:00pm – Family Bowling at Pleasant Hills Bowling Lanes.
Join in the fun and fellowship of a little bowling competition as we benefit the
church at the same time!!!! Call the church office to register.
Church Office – 302-994-7466

As many of you know, Rev. Robinson has moved, and those of you
who did not know but would like to keep in touch, the following
is his new address:
Rev. Willard Robinson
c/o Julia Brokhoff
928 Grande Haven Street
Titusville, FL 32780

DAILY BIBLE READINGS FOR JANUARY, 2015
GOD’S GUIDING WORD
Day

Book

1

Psalm 1

2

Psalm 19

3

Mark

4
5

Chapter

Day

Book

Chapter

WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY
18

Mark

8:27-9:1

1:1-20

19

Mark

9:2-32

Mark

1:21-45

20

Mark

9:33-50

Mark

2:1-28

21

Mark

10:1-31

22

Mark

10:32-52

23

Acts

8:4-25

EPIPHANY
6

Psalm 72

7

Mark

3:1-19

24

Acts

8:26-40

8

Mark

3:20-35

25

Acts

9:1-25

9

Mark

4:1-20

26

Acts

9:26-43

10

Mark

4:21-41

27

Acts

10:1-33

11

Mark

5:1-20

12

Mark

5:21-43

13

Mark

6:1-29

14

Mark

6:30-56

15

Mark

7:1-23

16

Mark

7:24:37

17

Mark

8:1-26

BIRTHDAYS / ANNIVERSARIES FOR JANUARY, 2014

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
JANUARY

1 Elaine Shaw
Karen Swientochowski
5 J R Lester
Holly Paoletti
7 Jerry Howell

14
16

Bob Tull
11 Sam Bramble
Kara Lewicki

21

18

25

Donald Bullock
Tyler Owens
Charles Woodring
Steve Temple
Nancy Warner
Kitty Carlisle
Audrey Warner
Jonathan Syva

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY
JANUARY

26

Brian & Karen Dallas

26
30
26
30

Mary Johns
Jay Kelso
Mary Johns
Jay Kelso

JANUARY, 2015
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

3

4
9:00am-Praise & Worship
11:00am-Worship Service
4:30-5:30pm-Tutoring
6:30pm-Youth Group

5
6:30pm - Missions/
Vision Team Mtgs.

6
7
6:30pm - Praise Team
6:30 - Celebrate
7:45pm - Chancel Choir Recovery 12-Step
Bible Study

8
1:30pm, 7:00pm - Disc.
2 Bible Study
6:30-7:30pm - Food
Closet

9

10

11
9:00am-Praise & Worship
11:00am-Worship Service
6:30pm-Youth Group

12
7:00pm - Finance Mtg.

13
10:30am - Alice Ball
Circle Mtg. - Lunch
6:30pm - Praise Team
7:45pm - Chancel Choir

15
1:30pm, 7:00pm - Disc.
2 Bible Study
6:30 -7:30pm - Food
Closet

16

17
Noon-3 - Private Party

18
9:00am-Praise & Worship
11:00am-Worship Service
4:30-5:30pm-Tutoring
6:30pm - Youth Group

19
6:30pm - Trustees Mtg.

20
21
6:30pm - Praise Team
7:00pm - Rebekah
Circle Mtg.
7:45pm - Chancel Choir

22
1:30pm, 7:00pm - Disc.
2 Bible Study
6:30-7:30pm - Food
Closet

23

24
4:00-6:00 - Private Party

25
26
9:00am-Praise & Worship
6:30pm - Church
11:00am-Worship Service
Council Mtg.
5:00-7:00pm-Chili Cook-Off

27

14
10:30am - Marian
Rowe Circle Mtg.
6:30 - Celebrate
Recovery 12-Step
Bible Study

28

FEBRUARY, 2015
Sunday
1
9:00am-Praise & Worship
11:00am-Worship Service
4:30-5:30pm - Tutoring
6:30pm - Youth Group

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday
7
UMM SUB SALE
9:00am - UMM Mtg.
10:00am - Make Subs
2:00-4:00 - Pick Up
Subs

2

3

4

5

6

8
9:00am-Praise & Worship
11:00am-Worship Service
4:30-5:30pm - Tutoring
6:30pm - Youth Group

9

10
10:30am - Alice Ball
Circle Mtg.
6:30pm - Praise Team
7:45pm - Chancel Choir

11
10:30am - Marian
Rowe Circle Mtg.
6:30 - Celebrate
Recovery 12-Step
Bible Study

12
1:30pm, 7:00pm - Disc.
2 Bible Study
6:30-7:30pm - Food
Closet

13

14

15
9:00am-Praise & Worship
11:00am-Worship Service
4:30-5:30pm - Tutoring
6:30pm - Youth Group

16

17
18
6:30pm - Praise Team
ASH WEDNESDAY
7:45pm - Chancel Choir 10:30am - Marian
Rowe Circle Mtg.
6:30 - Celebrate
Recovery 12-Step
Bible Study

19
1:30pm, 7:00pm - Disc.
2 Bible Study
6:30-7:30pm - Food
Closet

20

21

22
9:00am-Praise & Worship
11:00am-Worship Service
1:00-3:00pm - Circuit-wide
Mtg.
4:30-5:30pm - Tutoring
6:30pm - Youth Group

23

24
25
6:30pm - Praise Team
Noon - First Lenten
7:45pm - Chancel Choir Service & Lunch
St. Mark's UMC

26
1:30pm, 7:00pm - Disc.
2 Bible Study
6:30-7:30pm - Food
Closet

27 - 28 - 7:00pm - 7:00pm
Youth 30-hour Famine
MUMC Fellowship Hall

