GIVING THANKS TO GOD
Once again, we are in the month of November. It seems that only a short
while ago, I was visiting Rehobeth Beach and enjoying summer sun and
the waves crashing onto the shore, while watching children build
sandcastles in the sand. How the time does fly by!
November bring us deep into autumn with the leaves changing color and
falling, the children well immersed in the school year, the plans for family
meetings around the Thanksgiving table, and the thoughts of Christmas being just around the
corner.
It is a time to take stock of all the blessings that God has bestowed on us for the year so
far, and in our lives thus far. We should be thankful for the fall harvests that many of us take
for granted because our jobs are not involved with agriculture. We should also be thankful
that God has sustained us all these years.
This Thanksgiving, think about those who are not as fortunate as you may be and
resolved to speak up for justice on their behalf. Resolve also to do acts of mercy and
kindness, especially for those that Jesus affectionately calls “the least of these.” And think of
Thanksgiving as something bigger than a day for turkey dinner, family gathering and perhaps
football. Think of Thanksgiving as an everyday pouring out of gratitude to God. This sort of
thanksgiving is too big to fit into one day a year - or even one day a week! This is the
thanksgiving which is central to our lives as Christians. In 1 Thess. 5:16-18 we are called to
"Rejoice always; pray without ceasing; in everything give thanks, for this is God's will for your
in Christ Jesus."
We are to give thanks in everything. We are to be thankful for more than just the “stuff”
that we have. Be thankful for healthy relationships. Be thankful for a church family that bears
one another’s burdens and strives to live up to Jesus’ lofty standard of love for neighbor. And
be thankful for the grace of God that called us and continues to call us into perfect
communion with God.
In the New Testament, the word “thanks", and its other forms, "thanksgiving" and
"thanksgivings" are found many times over. Jesus was continuously giving thanks to God,
and the Apostle Paul writes about thanks or giving thanks in nearly all of his epistles.
For us, thanksgiving becomes a living testimony to God when we make time for others,
when we offer help to others, when we listen to others, and when we pray with and for others.
When we find our security in God's abundant love and grace towards us, we find it joyful to
share all that God has blessed us with. When this happens, then our lives confess God’s
goodness and not only expresses our thanks, but causes others to give God thanks on
account of your living a life of thanksgiving. “Give thanks to the Lord, for God is good, and
God’s steadfast love endures forever.” Psalm 107:1. Happy Thanksgiving.

Your brother in Christ,

Pastor Joe

MARSHALLTON United Methodist Church
Trustee Report
Marshallton United Methodist Church is a church of dedicated, caring Christians. From among
this congregation, we are blessed to have talented, versatile, and faithful Trustees.
Our Parsonage is situated very close to the Church and relatively new in construction. Still there
are continuing repairs and adjustments that the Trustees are on top of to keep the home of our
Pastor and his family comfortable and repair free. It has recently been totally re-painted, finishing
up this summer.
In addition to caring for this relatively new structure, they are continuing to keep our church,
which has an original building constructed in 1886, in good repair and try to let nothing get ahead
of them
Our most serious concern at the Church this past year arose from continuing problems with our
elevator. Due to the heavy and prolonged periods of rain and snow, we were plagued with water
passing into the shaft. Fortunately, we addressed this promptly, have the situation fully corrected
and under a preventative maintenance agreement.
We also had a water line from the street to the church break and that has been replaced along with
a new sidewalk on the south side of the building to prevent water laying on the sidewalk in the
winter and causing a slippery surface which was a safety hazard.
This year there was the completion of the project of the United Methodist Women to replace all of
the windows in the educational building of the church. This certainly presents a better aesthetic
picture and is a tremendous reduction in cost factor for the heating and cooling.
Marshalllton United Methodist School was blessed with a grant from Crystal Trust for
improvement within relationship to the school. There was a dire need for replacement of carpet in
the school room facilities and adjacent areas. The church is grateful to Crystal Trust and the
School. This staff of teachers brings the knowledge of Jesus and his love for these children to
them every day. God Bless them.
All other facilities of the church are functioning well. The roofs of the buildings should have more
or less five to ten years of life left. We are planning for that contingency in the future along with
painting the second story windows, and long range re-paving the parking lot.
It is an honor and blessing to serve our Church as Trustee.
Respectfully submitted
Betty Tull
President, Trustees

MISSIONS REPORT
FOOD CLOSET
Thanks to the encouragement of Pastor Joe and the enthusiasm of Deacon Kymm, Bob and Marcy Tull,
and some other motivated members of the congregation, our Food Closet has been revived. One might
even say resurrected, to glorious success. A special storage facility has been constructed in our church to
store food supplies. Since early summer it has grown from serving a hand full of families to serving, on
average, 30 families representing over 100 people every Thursday from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Typically a
family will receive two bags (sometimes a parent and child or individual will receive one bag) of groceries
with each bag valued at roughly $10. Using the 30 family average and $10 to $20 per family it represents
between $300 and $600 per week. Over the course of a year, that totals between $15,000 and $30,000. We
reported earlier this year that we were generating a dollar equivalent in total missions of approximately
$30,000 annually. Based on an annual operating cost for MUMC(not MUMS) of under $300,00, we have
been more than a tithing missions church. The Food Closet operation raises our annual mission giving
dollar equivalent to between $45,000 and $60,000. The Food Closet in effect doubles our level of mission
giving. If this level can be sustained it would be a nearly miraculous achievement for a church the size of
Marshallton UMC. It also must be noted that this success is the result of some very generous
contributions of money and time from a select few members of our congregation. As we have concerns
about sustaining this level of support we are seeking corporate/business sponsors as well as considering
alternatives that will allow this success to continue even if it has to be at a somewhat reduced level. The
Missions team will be monitoring this activity closely to manage it cost effectively. We gratefully thank
the congregation for their continued support of both food supplies and monetary giving for this worthy
mission and request that if they are called to do so please to continue their generous support.
COMMUNITY THANKSGIVING DINNER
This year we are hosting a Community Thanksgiving day dinner again and are asking congregation
members to provide Cooked Turkeys and side dishes to help us make this event another rousing success.
Come and invite your friends and neighbors.
OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD SHOE BOX CAMPAIGN
The Kick-off for our annual Christmas Shoe box campaign took place on October 17th. We actually were
able to obtain official Samaritan’s Purse Shoe Boxes for our campaign again this year. We had about 15
members of the congregation volunteer to staff the Collection week when we act as a relay collection
center for other participating churches. The date for bringing our shoe boxes to the church for a
dedication is November 16th at which time we will have a dedication blessing. Collection week for boxes
from other churches will be Novemebr 17th through November 24th.
Our delivery of all shoe boxes collected from other churches and our own to the central collection site is
currently scheduled for SaturdayNovember22nd, with a rain date of November 23rd. Please prayerfully
consider being a participant and help us break our record of 117 shoe boxes set last year.
In His name and in His service,
Tom Pesikey, Missions Chair

Deacons are Bridge-Builders in the United Methodist Church
by Kymm Hockman for the people of Christ and Cedars UMCs
You’ve just had a deacon appointed to your church, but do you even know what a deacon is or
what we do in the United Methodist Church (UMC)? If not, don’t feel bad; most people don’t, at
least in our Peninsula-Delaware Annual Conference. Let me try (somewhat) briefly to explain. Of
course for more information, you can turn to The Book of Discipline of the United Methodist
Church. (I’ll steal text shamelessly from this reference in what follows.)
In the UMC, all are called to do ministry. All Christians are expected to participate in ministry, but
some within the church community are called to be set apart as ordained clergy- as leaders. We
are affirmed by the church, trained in seminaries and appointed by the bishop to serve. We are to
lead and equip others in and for service. There are two types of ordained clergy. The first, and
most familiar, is the elder, and the second is the deacon.
Elders are clergy persons who assist the bishop in leading the gathered community in the
celebration of the sacraments and the guidance and care of its communal life. These persons
typically serve as senior pastors and run our churches. They are clergy leaders who are called by
God, authorized by the church, ordained by a bishop to a lifetime ministry of Word, Service, Order
and Sacrament. Pastor Joe is an ordained elder.
Deacons are clergy leaders who are called by God, authorized by the church, ordained by a
bishop to a lifetime ministry of Word, Service, Compassion and Justice to both the community
and the congregation in a ministry that connects the two. Roles that deacons fill are quite
numerous, and no two deacons really serve in the same way. This is probably why is it not as
clear to church members what exactly a deacon is. Plus, there are only a few of us (so far) in our
Annual Conference, but the number is growing.
Deacons typically hold primary appointments outside the local church. Examples might include
counselors, professors, chaplains in nursing homes or hospitals, program directors in places like
Camp Pecometh or in various church agencies. In order to act as a bridge between the church
and community, all deacons with a primary appointment outside the church, will have a
secondary appointment to a local church. Again, each deacon can fill a different leadership role
in the church as their gifts and the needs suggest. Deacons in secondary appointments in the
local church work with the appointed elder to define ways to serve.
Another reason there is limited understanding of the role of a deacon, is that the position changed
in 1996. Prior to that year, all elders were first ordained to be a deacon, and then about two years
later, were ordained as an elder. A deacon was simply a stepping stone to the role of elder,
affectionately called “baby pastors”. This has not been the case since 1996, when the order of
permanent deacon was established. Now the deacon role is equal in stature and vote to that of
the elder, but the roles differ. Both elders and deacons are first commissioned and then about
two years later ordained to their respective orders/roles. They are now called “provisional elders”
or “provisional deacons” when commissioned and awaiting ordination. Elders rarely change to
deacons and deacons rarely change to elders. If a person understands his or her call to be a
pastor, then he or she would pursue the elder track. If a person is called so some other form of
leadership ministry, he or she would pursue the deacon track.
My ministry history: I was recently ordained in June 2014 as a full member deacon. I completed
seminary in 2010 and was commissioned in 2011. I am in ministry half-time while I continue to

work at DuPont part-time. My first primary ministry appointment (2011-2012) was as the Network
Congregational Coordinator for the Family Promise Network of Northern New Castle County,
where I served as part of the start-up team in recruiting, training and coordinating the network of
churches who house homeless families in their houses of worship while helping them to regain
their independence. It was a start-up project and that’s my specialty. I stayed until the network
was operating with stability under a new executive director. My second primary appointment
(2012-2013) was to a Clinical Pastoral Education program (chaplain) at A. I. DuPont Hospital for
Children. I completed the extended program there in 2013, and moved to my third primary
appointment (2013-present) at Genesis Coaching. This is a consulting company (LLC) I started in
2013 to help churches and other organizations in starting up new ministries. I have been working
at DuPont for over 25 years as an Innovation Champion and I heard my call as “to do for the
church what you do for DuPont”. I am a start-up coach and project leader for new ministries. I
expected to be at Genesis Coaching for quite some time, with my client base continually evolving,
but God (and the DS) had another idea. My primary appointment is now (October 5-???) at the
Marshallton-Christ-Cedars Circuit, where I will focus use of these same gifts.
My secondary appointment for the first two years of my commissioned ministry was at Hockessin
UMC, and in 2013 my secondary appointment changed to Marshallton UMC. I no longer have a
secondary appointment since my primary appointment is now to a church (or 3)! Some of the
work I’ve done in the secondary appointments include: playing guitar in the praise team(s), act as
worship leader at the contemporary worship services (I helped to start the service at HUMC) and
preaching about quarterly. I served on the missions committees. I brought new service
(missions) ministries to both churches, such as Angel Tree Prison Ministry (for which I am now
County Coordinator) and Family Promise and a restart of the Food Closet at Marshallton. I’ve
served as team leader on short term mission trips for both churches and have gone on local, US
and international mission trips. I helped to restart the youth program at MUMC and currently am
leading a Celebrate Recovery, Christ-centered 12-step study program on Wednesday nights at
Marshallton. We are also working on the start-up of “ACT ministry (Audio-visual, Communication
and Technology)- Bridging the Generations with Technology”.
These are all bridge-building ministries typically involving those marginalized in society. This is
the role of the deacon. I have truly loved working with these churches and look forward to working
with Christ and Cedars’ church communities as well. I hope to serve you and lead you in
ministries where we can touch others with the love and gospel of Jesus Christ. You’ll hear me say
that my key metric is the number of unchurched people we touch in a positive way for
Christ. A second metric I think I’ll add is the number of opportunities we have to work
together across all 3 churches. The focus of my ministry in the coming year (in addition to
what’s already under way) will be to investigate how we can best work together in ministry to the
surrounding communities. If you’d like to get involved in any or all of these ideas, let me know!
(302-3790-5105).

So now you know. A deacon is a bridge-builder who leads others in ministry often to the
marginalized in society. We typically have primary appointments outside the church, but also
within the life of the congregation. For now I am focused with a primary appointment to
forming this new circuit. Deacons act as bridges between churches and community, clergy
and laity, and across denominations. The more we can involve, the stronger the bridge!

YOUTH GROUP
Haven’t you ever felt like looking up at God and pleading with Him, “Good God Almighty, what do you WANT
of me?” I think we all do that from time to time. My life verse, Micah 6:8 puts it a little more poetically when
the prophet asks “What does the Lord require of us?”
His answer is pretty straightforward and simple….To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your
God.
It really is that simple. Our human inclination is to overcomplicate things…even when the answer is right there
in front of us.
More than anything, that is the message I’d like our youth to learn…that we have the rule book, and we can
use it to find the answers we want.
Here is what is coming up: the weekend of November 6-9, I was blessed to be invited to serve on a Chrysalis
weekend, so we will not meet that Sunday. The following week, we will have a hayride on the Wilmington and
Western Railroad planned for Friday November 14.
I visited the youth group at Cedars UMC earlier a few weeks ago, and I am looking forward to continued
conversation with their youth director about ways we can combine efforts.
I have registered three youth for the Youth Rally this year. It will be held January 9-11 in Ocean City, Maryland.
We are already making plans for the Youth Rally which will be held January 9-11.
Please continue to pray for Lorraine Scheib. As most of you know, she is quite ill, and will be unable to join us
for quite some time.
If you are in grades 6-12 (or know someone in that age group) and would like to learn more about our youth
group, please contact me (cell 302-545-3961 or email sharon1960@hotmail.com) with any questions. Also,
feel free to “like” our Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/GTYMarshalltonUMC).
Also, if you are an adult, and would like to make a difference in the lives of our young members, I would love
to hear from you.
In His name,
Sharon
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Our Sunday children’s worship is still a fun filled time, with a message. We are still using a Veggie Tales
curriculum….and will continue to do so until Advent when we will begin preparing for the coming of the Christ.
A few folks have offered their assistance with this, particularly in Lorraine’s absence. I truly appreciate this!
The Rowseys and I are still attending the Alpha Course at St. Mark’s UMC. We will be looking for an
opportunity to present this course in our new circuit in 2015.
May God richly bless each of you, as we continue on this journey together of building the Kingdom!
God’s blessings to all of you!
Sharon

MARSHALLTON UNITED METHODIST SCHOOL
1105 STANTON ROAD,
WILMINGTON, DE 19808
PHONE: 302-994-4188
FAX: 302-994-8838

mums@marshallton.org.

MUMS Corner
Wow, into the month of November already and the cool, brisk air is finally upon us!!
This is the time we think of the hustle bustle of the holiday season. As Thanksgiving
approaches, MUMS has much to be thankful for. We have full enrollment and a waiting
list. Our Thanksgiving celebration will be on Monday, November 24, with a complete
Thanksgiving dinner.
As Christmas approaches MUMS will once again be taking orders for wreaths, grave
mounds and crosses. They are very pretty and full at a reasonable price. Please see
Miss Karen if you are interested in placing an order.
Have a great Thanksgiving and remember to thank God for all our blessings now and
always!
God Bless
MUMS

MARSHALLTON UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
Do all the good you can. All the means you can. In all the ways you can.
In all the places you can. At all times you can. To all the people you can.
John Wesley

This past year the MUMW has remained very active. We are a mission driven
organization that supports global, national and local missions. Many are budgeted and
others supported as needs arise and monies are available.
Fund raisers included: Soup, Bread and Desert, Spring Luncheon, Ice Cream Festival,
and for the first time Claire’s Gourmet sale and
Holiday Bazaar coming up November 15th.
In addition to the above, many of our women serve on the We Care Team visiting shutins, deliver Meals on Wheels, fill Samaritan Purse shoe boxes, fill gift bags for the
women of Door of Hope and many more.
I believe these women truly personify what John Wesley meant when he said “Do all
the good you can.”
Shelva Lewis
President, Marshallton United Methodist women

MARSHALLTON / CEDARS UNITED METHODIST MEN
November 8, 2014 Marshallton/Cedars UMM will be having a new Meeting/Bible Study
scheduled to be held at 7:30pm at Panera Bread. This is to try to get more men
involved and offer something different from having the breakfast meetings.
The UMM are collecting winter coats for the Sunday Breakfast Mission and less
fortunate families in our area, along with helping to provide a free Thanksgiving Dinner
to members of our church and our community.
Bob Tull,
President Marshallton/Cedars UMM

November 2, 2014
KATHRYN ALTICE
LORI BRYANT
RUBY CALHOUN
JOHN CIRINO
ELIZABETH “LIB” ELLIOTT
MARION E. FARQUHAR
DANIEL HALL
JAMES W. “BUTCH” HENRY
CATHERINE W. JENKINS

Memories
I feel a warmth around me like your presence is so near,
and I close my eyes to visualize your face when you
were here. I endure the time we spent together and
they are locked inside my heart, for as long as I have those memories we will never be apart.
Even though we cannot
speak no more, my voice is always there, because every
night before I sleep I have you in my prayer.
Author: Louise Baley

GET OUT THE CALENDARS AND
"Come just as you are; at our church all are welcomed"

Saturday, Nov. 15 - ANNUAL HOLIDAY BAZAAR
Bake Shop, Jewelry, Christmas Shop, Pictures with SANTA, Children's Christmas Shop (no adults allowed), and
many other items AND a GREAT SILENT AUCTION! Join us for priced-right lunches. Get your Christmas
Shopping started early! 9am - 2pm

Now until Sunday, Nov. 16 - OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD
Our church is again participating in the Samaritan Purse project, Operation Christmas Child. We invite all in the
community to join with us, as we prepare shoeboxes full of small gifts for children across the world, who
otherwise may not have any Christmas. Stop by the church any day Mon through Fri and pick up a shoebox
and instructions. Follow the instructions, fill the box, and drop it back off to the church by Sunday, Nov. 16.

Thursday, Nov. 27 - THANKSGIVING DAY MEAL
Come share in the blessings of Thanksgiving and join us for a free Thanksgiving Meal. All are welcomed! Noon
until 2pm. Please call the church office by Friday, Nov. 21, to let us know you are coming.

Sunday, Dec., 7 - COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS TREE LIGHTING
Join us at 4:30 in the cul-de-sac on Greenbank Rd., across Old Capitol Trail from Marshallton Church, to
participate in the annual tree lighting. Santa will be arriving on the Millcreek Fire Truck, and will have a gift for
every child present.

Sunday, Dec. 7 – CHRISTMAS CAROL HYMN SING
Immediately following, join together for pizza and hot dogs in the Church Fellowship Hall, and enjoy a time to
sing your favorite Christmas Carols!!!

Thursday, Dec. 11 - MENs' GROUP
Come at 8:30 pm and join the men of the church for an evening of fellowship and Thursday Night Football! It's
a great way to make some new friends!

Sunday, Dec., 14 - CHANCEL CHOIR CHRISTMAS CANTATA
The annual Christmas Cantata will be performed during the 11 a.m. Worship Service, as the Christmas Story is
presented through narration and song. It's an event you won't want to miss!

Wednesday, Dec 24 - CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP SERVICE
The most special celebration of all -- our Christmas Eve Candlelight Service at 7pm. Join our community as we
come together in joyous celebration of the birth of Christ!

Call the Church Office for more information: 302-994-7466

DAILY BIBLE READINGS FOR NOVEMBER, 2014
GOD’S WORD: SENDING US FORTH WITH A THANKFUL HEART
Day

Book

Chapter

Day

Book

Chapter

1

Genesis

1:1-2.4a

17

Revelation

4.1-11

2

Genesis

2:4b-25

18

Revelation

5:1-14

3

Psalm 104

19

Psalm 92

4

Psalm 8

20

Psalm 93

5

Psalm 24

21

Psalm 94

6

1 Chronicles

16:8-43

22

Psalm 95

7

Nehemiah

12:27-47

23

Psalm 96

8

Esther

9:20-32

24

Psalm 97

9

Job42.1-17

25

Psalm 98

10

Psalm 138

26

Psalm 99

11

Psalm 145

12

Psalm 146

27

Psalm 65

13

Psalm 147

28

Psalm 66

14

Psalm 148

29

Psalm 67

15

Psalm 149

16

Psalm 150

Thanksgiving Day

First Sunday of Advent
30

Psalm 100

DECEMBER

NOVEMBER
1

Steve Freebery

15

Kathleen Trahan

1

Bruce Maguire

4

Carolyn Biggs

16

Frank Panariello

7

Betty Seemans

24

Anne Hinkle

10

Donald France

11

Linda Binkley

26

Chad Ferguson

3

Vanessa Horstead

Jean Lutton

28

Edith Hall

4

Dale Lenker

12

John McKenney

29

Shelva Lewis

5

Diane Freebery

14

Joseph Hayden

Robert Stackhouse
2

Dora Kaufman

Rodney Klotz

Bill Binkley

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY
NOVEMBER

DECEMBER

1

Rev. Vaughan & Tammy Hayden

11

Bob & Nancy Warner

10

Don & Sharon France

17

Lee and Jane Tull

24

JJ & Pam Records

NOVEMBER, 2014
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1

2 ALL SAINTS SUNDAY
9:00am Praise & Worship
11:00am Worship Service
6:30pm - Youth Group

3
4
6:30pm - Missions Mtg. - 6:30pm - Praise Team
Lounge
7:45pm - Chancel
6:30pm - Learn to Quilt Choir
Fellowship Hall

5
1:00pm - UMW Mtg. Lounge
6:30pm - Celebrate
Recovery 12-Step
Bible Study at 6:30

13
1:30pm, 7:00pm - Disc.
2 Bible Study
6:30-7:30pm - Food
Closet

7
ISH Group Outing -Dinner at Amish Home
in Lancaster

8
7:30pm - UMM
Meeting/Bible Study @
Panera Bread

9
9:00am Praise & Worship
11:00am Worship Service
6:30pm - Youth Group

10
6:30pm - Learn to Quilt
Fellowship Hall

11
10:30am - Alice Ball
Circle Mtg.
6:00 - pm Rebekah
Circle @ Church
6:30pm - Praise Team
7:45pm - Chancel Choir

12
10:130am - Marian
Rowe Circle Mtg.
6:30 - Celebrate
Recovery 12-Step
Bible Study

13
1:30pm, 7:00pm - Disc.
2 Bible Study
6:30-7:30pm - Food
Closet

14

15
9:00-2:00 HOLIDAY BAZAAR

16
9:00am Praise & Worship
11:00am Worship Service
1:30-4:30PM - Circuit
Leadership Gathering Christ UMC
6:30pm - Youth Group
23
9:00am Praise & Worship
11:00am Worship Service
6:30pm - Youth Group

17
6:30pm - Learn to Quilt
Fellowship Hall

18
19
6:30pm - Praise Team
6:30pm - Celebrate
7:45pm - Chancel Choir Recovery 12-Step
Bible Study

20
1:30pm, 7:00pm - Disc.
2 Bible Study
6:30-7:30pm - Food
Closet

21

22

24
6:30pm - Learn to Quilt
Fellowship Hall

26
25
7:00pm - Community
6:30pm - Praise Team
7:45pm - Chancel Choir Thanksgiving Eve
Worship Service @
Limestone
Presbyterian Church

27
12:00-2:00pm - FREE
THANKSGIVING
COMMUNITY DINNER

28

29

30
1st Sunday of Advent
DECEMBER 7
6:00pm - CHRISTMAS
CAROL HYMN SING

DECEMBER 7
DECEMBER 16
4:30pm - COMMUNITY
11:00am Service
CHRISTMAS TREE
CHRISTMAS
LIGHTING with
CANTATA
refreshments following
at church

DECEMBER 24
7:00pm- CHRISTMAS
EVE SERVICE

