FROM THE DESK OF THE PASTOR
I read an internet heading this week that said, “Snow is becoming a
dirty four-letter word.” And many of us may have thought this way as
our meetings get canceled, our schedules get rearranged, our retail
businesses lose money, and we are forced to dig out over and over
again. Like me, you may have been frustrated by all of this. But I want
to remind you (and myself) about how snow can help us to appreciate
God’s creation and also slow us down enough to help us to meditate on God’s goodness and
mercy.
Isaiah 55:10-11 reads, “For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not
return there until they have watered the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to
the sower and bread to the eater, so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not
return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and succeed in the thing for
which I sent it.”
One good thing about all the snow we have been experiencing lately is this: we have been
forced to slow down a little. With all the rushing around that we do constantly, many of us have
found ourselves with little time to meditate on God’s Word or spend time alone with God in
prayer. In times when you were unable to be on the road due to the weather conditions, I hope
that you used that time to connect with God.
Despite the hassle of shoveling snow, and the trepidation of being on the road during icy
conditions, we should be thankful to see the snow as part of God’s good creation. Have you
stopped to marvel at the tracks in the snow left by birds, squirrels, or God’s other creatures?
Have you had any fun with the children or grandchildren or neighbor’s children making
snowmen or snow angels, or by snow sledding?
Snow, of course, is water. Water is necessary to sustain life, bring forth seed to the sower,
and then food to all who eat. Water in the form of snow should remind us that Jesus is the
living water who comes to us in many different forms (John 4:14.) And finally, as we are just a
few weeks away from the Lenten season, snow can remind us of God’s power to cleanse us
from sin. The Psalmist’s prayer to God in Psalm 51:7 is “Cleanse me with hyssop and I will be
clean, wash me, and I will be whiter than snow.”
So with snow forcing us to slow down a little, and reminding us of God’s mercy and His
wonderful creation, we can’t help but thank God, even as we are counting off the days until
spring! At least I know I am. Shalom!

Your brother in Christ,

Pastor Joe
Pastor Joe

Baptized for What?
Join our Lenten Study, Sundays at 11:00, March 2-April 6th. “Baptized for What?” is a 6
week study on Baptism and loving our neighbors, facilitated by Deacon Kymm Hockman.
We’ll spend the first 3 weeks talking about Baptism. We’ll consider what the Old and
New Testaments have to teach us about the Sacrament, as well as what United
Methodism teaches and practices. But into what are we baptized? A community of
Christians who are to be in ministry to and with our neighbors. The second 3 weeks will
focus on identifying with our neighbors in need. These sessions will be based on the
“Just Neighbors®: Help Communities Help People In Need” curriculum provided by the
National Family Promise organization. This is just in time to prepare our hearts and
minds for starting our support of the Family Promise ministry on April 20th as well as our
re-launch of the Food Closet Ministry at MUMC. Please join us and bring your Bibles.

Peace,
Kymm Hockman
WHAT IF…
What if God couldn’t take the time to bless us today because we couldn’t take the time to
thank Him yesterday?
What if God didn’t walk with us today because we failed to recognize it as His day?
What if God stopped loving and caring for us because we failed to love and care for
others?
What if God would not hear us today because we would not listen to Him yesterday?
What if God met our needs the way we give Him our lives?

TRUSTEES REPORT

The Trustees have had little time for much attention to anything but scheduling snow
removal. We have accumulated some sizeable bills, but Dave Leager is dependable, has
the right equipment and keeps us clear for services and school.
We are blessed that we have had no injuries on our property during the terrible
weather. Thanks to all who helped with the hand shoveling, including Pastor Joe. He
gets two workouts; one from the pulpit and one keeping a path from the parsonage to
the church.
The hand washing sink has been installed in the kitchen to meet Board of Health
requirements and we have been granted a “clean” inspection.
The Youth are occupants of the room over Fellowship Hall and the stage has been
cleaned out and organized.
However, we seem to move things from one area to another and we do have some
places to which the Trustees need to give attention. We will be seeking help.
Thanks for the Trustees and the congregation for their diligence in caring for the Church
and church property.

Blessings to all
Betty Tull

FAITH PINS
We at Marshallton United Methodist Church wear “Faith Pins”.
These pins, which have a mustard seed on a mountain with the inscribed word “FAITH”,
are a daily reminder to us to trust God. We believe the words of Jesus Christ who said,
“If you have faith the size of a mustard seed and say mountain move, the mountain will
move”. (Maybe not in our time, but in God’s most perfect time).
See one of the Lay Leaders or stop by the office for one.

VISION TEAM REPORT
Preparing for 4th community mailing. Covers approximately1800 homes in the
19808 Zip Code.
Tom Pesikey and Kymm Hockman spoke to the team regarding the scope of
Stewardship and one particular project, “Crossroad”.
Tom and/or Kymm will inform the Church Council and ask for an endorsement.
The cost to our church is $2,750 for this year. This amount has been anonymously
donated as has the cost of the mailings.
Michael Wharton would like to donate a “wood work” sign for hanging in the interior
of the church. He will give us some ideas for Trustee presentation.
We spent time in discussion of the purpose of the Vision Team, and Pastor Joe
informed us we are part of the Church Council and this will be presented at Church
Council Meeting.
Vision Team should be the focal point for planning, suggestions, pastoral ministry,
etc. so we may avoid conflicts and set our goals for the inclusion of the entire
congregation.
The Communications Committee is planning their community mailing for April, May
and June.
The Youth and Education Director has tentative plans for a mini Vacation Bible
School April 12. Will need names of summer VBS attendees.
The Youth also have plans for Spring Outreach.
Our Deacon and Youth Director are going to assist in moving the Safe Sanctuaries
requirement along. The last doors have glass installed.
Pastor Joe gave us a handout (copy attached) “16 Drivers of Vital Congregations”.
Bobby Tull gave out the UMM Functions Schedule.
All functions must be cleared for date with Pastor and Administrative Assistant to
avoid conflict.

Betty Tull

MISSIONS REPORT 2-17- 2014

At the Church Council meeting in January the Missions team presented two new mission
initiatives to the council for approval. The first of these two initiatives is Family Promise, a
national program to provide temporary housing, meals, and support to homeless families
until they can become self-supporting for up to 90 days. It involves very little financial
commitment, but rather a commitment of time and physical presence with the families. We
will be functioning as a support congregation to St James Episcopal rather than a host
congregation because we do not have the physical facilities to act as a host congregation.
Our involvement will include providing prepared evening meals to be served to the families
at St James church, shopping for breakfast and lunch supplies to be dispensed at St. James
church and, overnight presence/attendance for emergencies. We already have several
volunteers who will undergo training and preparations for our first experience scheduled
for April 22nd and 23rd. This level of support will be provided three times a year. Our
effort initially is being led by Deacon Kymm Hockman. We are asking for additional
volunteers to help us achieve success in this endeavor so that the burden will not always be
on the same church members. Please consider prayerfully helping in this mission.
The second new Mission initiative is Operation Cross Roads which is a program for
helping at risk youth in nearby public schools. The program begins with a series of
workshops in selected schools conducted by a professional organization. The program is
directed towards middle school aged youth. Our church becomes involved by way of
offering tutoring services held here at Marshallton UMC to the students in these
workshops. Our church is presented to the school and the students as the sponsor of the
Operation Cross Roads workshops and we are referenced at the workshops as offering the
tutoring. When the students come to Marshallton UMC for the tutoringtheyare exposed
to what activities and benefits our church offers. This project requires a significant
financial commitment. We truly have been blessed with a generous anonymous donor who
has stepped out in faith with the contribution to cover the expenses for the first year. This
project offers the best opportunity we have seen to attract youth to our church by going to
where the youth in our society are, namely the schools. We will be seeking volunteers to
participate in the tutoring activities. As more details become available and dates are set,
we will be making further announcements. Again, our coordinator for this project at
present is deacon Kymm Hockman.
In His name and in His service,
Tom Pesikey
Missions Chair

MARSHALLTON UNITED METHODIST SCHOOL
1105 STANTON ROAD,
WILMINGTON, DE 19808
PHONE: 302-994-4188
FAX: 302-994-8838
mums@marshallton.org
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MUMS CORNER
Finally some nice weather without snow!!! Who knows how long it will be before we can use the
playground; the mound of snow in front of it seems to be 20 feet high!!! In the summer when it is
so hot and we are complaining about the heat, remind us of the cold and snowy winter we just
had.
We are approaching our annual children’s used clothing and toy sale on Thursday, March 27
through Saturday, March 29. So start your spring cleaning early and clean out your children’s
closets and playrooms. Anything that is in good condition donate it to MUMS. Tell all your
neighbors, friends and relatives to do the same thing!! Then bring everyone to the sale and get
some great bargins!!
We are starting to enroll children for summer camp and for the fall academic year. If you know
anyone who is interested, please have them contact the school at 994-4188. We hope God blesses
us with a full enrollment as He did this year. We have actually had to turn children away.
Beth Panariello (Director of MUMS)

VIAL OF LIFE
Complete medical information in a large pill vial in refrigerator door.
A service provided by New Castle County Paramedics in cooperation with
Walgreens Pharmacy and Christiana Health Care System.
Keep your personal medical history and medication list up-to-date.
Stop by the office and pick up a free vial!

GTY
“Generation Truth Youth”

I am reminded each and every time I am around our youth that our God is very real and
relevant in their lives. I am always amazed at their depth of understanding. As I write
this, we are less than two weeks away from the 30 Hour Famine, and I am getting very
excited…for two reasons. The Famine experience can be a super cool team
building/bonding experience for any group, but most of all, I can’t wait to see what
happens as we fast, pray and spend this extended time together. The Holy Spirit always
shows up! A full report of this event, including student testimonials, will appear in the
April issue of the Chatter.

During the month of February, we had a three part Bible study on different aspects of
love: I (Hate) Love You, Love Outside the Lines and Crazy Love. After the Famine, we
will be starting a new study, in addition to working on a very special pre-Easter event.

If you are in grades 6-12 and would like to learn more about GTY, please contact me (cell
302-545-3961 or email sharon1960@hotmail.com) with any questions. Also, feel free to
“like” our Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/GTYMarshalltonUMC). Also, if
you are an adult, and would like to make a difference in the lives of our young members,
I would love to hear from you.

God’s blessings to all of you!
Sharon

WITH DEEPEST SYMPATHY
To the Family & Friends of
CATHERINE WORK JENKINS
KIRK, SAUER
†††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††

THANK YOU
On the death of my “sister-cousin”, Catherine (Kay) Jenkins, I received
many kind words of sympathy, beautiful cards and wonderful hugs.
I thank you all very, very much.
Sincerely,
Elaine Shaw
The many kindnesses and prayers of our church family to each other when we are hurting is part
of the strength that allows us to carry on.
Thank you for your embracing arms at the time of Catherine’s passing from this world to her
Father’s Heavenly Kingdom.
The respect and love demonstrated at her funeral was a tribute to her faith. Thanks to Pastor Joe,
her brothers and sisters in Christ, the United Methodist Women and the previous pastors who
contributed to this celebration of Catherine’s life. IT IS WELL WITH HER SOUL.
Love, Thank You and Blessings,
Betty

“Dear Friends,
Thank you for your generous support of the work of the Salvation Army. Your gift in support assures
our ability to share hope, charity, and love with those who are struggling. This year, your gift is a true
blessing to ur efforts and we are grateful for your presence and partnership in our community. God
bless you.
Sincerely,
Major Tim Duperree, State Coordinator”

†††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††
HAPPY 100TH BIRTHDAY
Virgie Arbogast will be celebrating her 100th birthday on March 15th at her home in
Broadmeadow, 500 S. Broad Street, Middletown, DE 19709.
We are all invited to attend from 1 – 3PM.
If you can’t attend, please send her a card at the above address.

DAILY BIBLE READINGS FOR MARCH, 2014
GOD’S WORD: EMBRACING US IN LOVE
Day

Book

Chapter

Day

Book

Chapter

SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT

1

Colossians

1:1-23

2

Colossians

1:24-2:19

16

1 Kings

8:1-21

3

Colossians

2:20–3:17

17

1 Kings

8:22-53

4

Colossians

4:2-18

18

1 Kings

8:54-66

19

1 Kings

3:1-15

ASH WEDNESDAY
5

Psalm 51

20

Psalm 11

6

Psalm 56

21

Psalm 12

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER

22

Psalm 16

7

Psalm 57

8

Matthew

THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT
6:1-18

FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT

23

Psalm 17

24

Psalm 21

9

Matthew

4:1-11

25

Psalm 23

10

Matthew

4:12-25

26

Psalm 25

11

1 Samuel

1:1-28

27

Psalm 26

12

1 Samuel

2:1-11

28

Psalm 27

13

2 Samuel

7:18-29

29

Psalm 28

14

2 Samuel

22:1-28

15

2 Samuel

22:29-51

FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT
30

Psalm 30

31

Psalm 31

BIRTHDAYS / ANNIVERSARIES FOR MARCH, 2014

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
MARCH

APRIL

2 Pam Records

15

Virgie Arbogast “100”

1

Sharon Hayden

3 Sandy Weber

19

Bill Buchanan

3

Sherron Long

4 Jacquelyn Kelso

21

Louise Schilling

4

Cheryl Jackson

5 Elinor Poole

23

Joanne Mergenthaler

8

Matthew Howell

8

26

Dorothy Warwick

9

Anna Kuhar

30

Amy Maguire

10

Randall Johns

Kasayus Ferguson/Cunningham

10 Rick Cope
14 Dolores Buchanan

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY
MARCH

APRIL
11

Mary Jane & Charles Graham

MARCH, 2014
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1

2
9:00am- Praise & Worship
11:00am- Worship Service
4:00pm - Soup, Bread &
Dessert

3

9
7:30am - MICE Breakfast
9:00am- Praise & Worship
11:00am- Worship Service

10

16
7:30am- MICE Breakfast
9:00am- Praise & Worship
11:00am- Worship Service

23
7:30am - MICE Breakfast
9:00am- Praise & Worship
11:00am- Worship Service

COMING IN APRIL

5
ASH WEDNESDAY
Disciple Bible Study
9:00am, 1:30pm
7:00PM - Ash Wed.
Service
1:00PM - UMW Mtg.
11
12
13
10:30am - Alice Ball
10:30am - Marian
Rowe Circle Mtg. Disc
Circle Mtg.
6:30pm - Praise Team Bible Study 9:00am,
7:45pm - Chancel Choir 1:30pm & 7:00pm
Noon-Lenten Service

7
6:30-8:30pm - Youth
Group

8

14
6:30-8:30pm - Youth
Group

15
4 :00-7:00pm - UMM
Fish & Chips Dinner

17

18
6:30pm - Praise Team
7:00 - Rebekah Circle
7:45pm - Chancel Choir

20
MUMS Clothing Sale

21
MUMS Clothing Sale
6:30-8:30pm - Youth
Group

22
MUMS Clothing Sale

24

28
26
6:30pm - Praise Team Disciple Bible Study
7:45pm - Chancel Choir 9:00am, 1:30pm &
7:00pm
Noon - Lenten
Service/Lunch

27

28
6:30-8:30pm - Youth
Group

29

4

SHROVE TUESDAY
5:00PM - Pancake
Dinner

APRIL 13TH
PALM/PASSION
SUNDAY

APRIL 17TH
MAUNDY
THURSDAY
SERVICE

19
Disciple Bible Study
9:00am, 1:30pm &
7:00pm
Noon - Lenten
Service/Lunch

APRIL 18TH
GOOD FRIDAY
SERVICE

APRIL 20TH
EASTER SUNDAY
SUNRISE SERVICE
6:30AM

