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A 78-year-old male presented to the dermatology clinic for a 6-
week history of “bumps on the neck”.  His history was notable 
for left preauricular cheek melanoma s/p wide local excision in 
2018.  He subsequently developed metastatic melanoma; treated 
with nivolumab for 6 months. 
• Patient was afebrile, without systemic symptoms
• Lesions were mildly pruritic, otherwise asymptomatic

Physical Examination: Multiple nontender, firm, non-purulent, 
dermal nodules ranging in size from 3-10 mm on the anterior and 
lateral neck. Mild background erythema was noted.

• The differential diagnosis included metastatic melanoma, 
adverse drug effect of nivolumab, or infection. 

• A punch biopsy of the left neck demonstrated:
• A perifollicular infiltrate composed of lymphocytes and 

histiocytes.
• Numerous PAS positive spores and hyphae within the 

hair follicle and hair shaft.
• A pigmented lesion was not identified on routine 

histology or with Mart-1 immunohistochemistry.

A diagnosis of Majocchi’s Granuloma was made, and the 
patient’s symptoms resolved after 6 weeks of treatment with 
daily oral terbinafine (250 mg). 

DIAGNOSIS/TREATMENT COURSE
• Majocchi’s granuloma is a localized folliculitis caused by 

a dermatophyte. 
• Deeper nodular infections are more commonly seen in 

immunocompromised patients.
• Systemic antifungals are the treatment of choice, with 

duration of therapy determined by immune status.
• Recalcitrant cases may require surgical intervention [1-3].

KEY POINT: It is important to consider the diagnosis of 
Majocchi’s granuloma when evaluating at-risk patients 
with unspecified papulonodular dermatoses in hair-
bearing areas.
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