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The Ideal School – Paying Twice for 
Education 

 

The idea that tax-pays-for-education is explored through a school mapping activity. 

Objectives 

 To explore links between paying taxes and having services. 

 To understand that a ‘public’ service is not a government gift but something 

we all have helped pay through tax. 

 To understand the idea of paying tax twice 

Steps in the Process 

1. Prepare a flip chart. Ask a volunteer to draw a school. 

2. Ask children to draw/write the elements that a nice school needs. For instance, 

teachers, water, toilets, etc… Use one post-in (or card) per element and stick it 

to/put it on the flip chart. 

3. The facilitator now draws three columns or spaces below the school drawing, with 

the titles ‘family’, ‘government’ and ‘NGOs’. A column for ‘none/does not exist’ can 

be added if needed. Ask participants to find a symbol for each and/or write the 

words down. 

4. Now take one of the post-it/card, for instance, teachers. Ask who pays for teachers in 

their school. 

o Is it the families? The government? If teachers are not paid or there are no 

teachers, move the card to ‘none’. 
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5. Do the same with the rest of cards. 

6. The facilitator explains that families help the government keep schools through a 

payment called tax. However, the government sometimes does not use that money 

for schools, leaving them in bad conditions. Families again have to pay twice for a 

service they have already paid for, either by supporting public schools with fees and 

other payments and/or by paying for private ones. 

7. Come back to the school drawing and the columns and discuss: 

o What is the situation in your area? Is the government putting the people’s 

money into the schools? Is it doing its share? 

Ideas for Action 

 Ask students to write ‘tax-pays-for’ stickers in at least three basic elements of the 

school that the government, using people’s money, should ensure. Lobby them on 

these. Link to other schools. This tool can be compared to other parents and teachers 

scorecards (which may have other priorities). 

 You may also review the Promoting Rights in Schools charter of 10 rights. 

Resources 

 ActionAid's Tax Power Campaign Reflection-Action Toolkit, ActionAid, December 
2015. 

 Promoting Rights in Schools, ActionAid, 2011. 


