
 

 

 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Autumn  
Autumn is a favorite season for many. The smell of cinnamon, nutmeg, and vanilla fills a 
kitchen. The colors of carrots, squash, and green beans are all beautifully arranged on a table. 
The sound of dried leaves rustling in the wind is like nature's music. People may also love 
autumn for the sense of nostalgia, holidays, and new beginnings. We look forward to sharing 
stories and laughs with family and friends. Autumn is not only a significant time culturally, but 
this season also holds Biblical significance. We can study Scripture and its theme of harvest to 
gain a deeper perspective of fall. For those of us who place our faith in Christ, autumn signifies 
the gospel and the coming of Jesus. 
 

Old Testament Fall Feasts 
Scripture introduces gospel hope through the fall feasts among the ancient Israelites. The 
Israelites were God's chosen people through whom He revealed His plan of redemption. Living 
in an agrarian society, the Israelites viewed autumn in light of harvest. Harvest refers to a 
process or period when crops are gathered. To accompany the harvest season, God told the 
Israelites to celebrate three festivals (Leviticus 23 and Numbers 29). These festivals included 
the Feast of Trumpets, the Day of Atonement, and the Feast of Tabernacles. 
 

As indicated in its name, the Feast of Trumpets began with a blast of a trumpet. Scholars claim 
that the instrument's sound gathered the people and signified the arrival of God as their King. 
The Day of Atonement was when the High Priest entered the Holy of Holies, the place where 
the glory of God resided. The priest performed animal sacrifices there and then released a goat 
into the wilderness. These actions symbolized sin's payment and its removal from the people 
of God. Finally, the Feast of Tabernacles was a time to remember God dwelled with the 
Israelites during their wilderness journey. The Israelites feasted on harvested produce and 
rejoiced in God's provision. 
 

When the harvest season was over, however, the Israelites continued in their brokenness. 
Nevertheless, in the festivals, God revealed that He would have mercy on His people, save 
them from sin, and dwell with them forever. Through Christ, the fall feasts have their 
fulfillment. 
 

The Harvest Mission 
In Jesus' life, we see the realization in what the fall feasts symbolized. For instance, the Eternal 
Son of God came to earth and took on flesh. When He was born, a host of angels announced 
the arrival of King Jesus. The heavenly beings praised His name, and, like the sound of 
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trumpets, their praises excited shepherds nearby to see. As the Israelites gathered together 
during the Feast of Trumpets, the shepherds too gathered before the manger. 
 

Throughout His ministry, Jesus lived with His people. The God of the universe was with the 
lowly and humble. In Christ, He dwelt with us in a way similar to the Lord's presence in the 
tabernacle but more intimate. The joy of His nearness was foreshadowed in the Feast of 
Tabernacles. But, in His first coming, His people feasted on His goodness and rejoiced in His 
salvation. Finally, when Jesus hung on the cross, Jesus embodied the Day of Atonement. As the 
Banished Goat, He took on our sins and was rejected. As the Spotless Lamb, He offered His 
body as a perfect sacrifice to pay for our debt. Jesus was also the True High Priest who entered 
the Holy of Holies and gave us access to God the Father at all times. 
 

Jesus equated bringing people to salvation with the work of the fall season. After preaching 
the good news about the kingdom and healing people from sin, Jesus said to His disciples, "The 
harvest is abundant, but the workers are few. Therefore, pray to the Lord of the harvest to 
send out workers into his harvest" (Matthew 9:35-38). Belief in the gospel is a spiritual 
harvest. Through our faith in Him, Jesus reaps us for the kingdom of God. 
 

Preparing for Jesus' Return 
Autumn not only looks back to what Jesus accomplished but also looks forward to His second 
coming. One day, we will hear a trumpet sound, and Jesus will descend from heaven (1 
Thessalonians 4:16). Christ will raise us from the grave like the sprouts of good seeds bursting 
from a field (Matthew 13:37-43). Our natures will change to the glorious likeness of Christ (1 
Corinthians 15:52). Jesus will remove sin and evil for good, like casting the goat into the 
wilderness, and His people will be covered in His blood. We will forever celebrate in God's 
abundant presence, expressing praise and thanks for His salvation. 
 

Until the time of this great harvest, we can reflect on these truths during the fall season. 
Though believers today do not need to celebrate the Biblical feasts because of the finished 
work of Christ, we can still set aside time to consider God's Kingship, mercy, and provision in 
Jesus. With the indwelling Holy Spirit, we can strive to reach maturity by sowing seeds of 
faithfulness so that we are ripe for Christ's return (Galatians 6:7-9). We can be sure that God 
will make us ready for His harvest, for the power of God's redemption does not fail. 
 

As the crisp autumn air comes in, view this time through the lens of Biblical truth. When we 
see the leaves change color, our minds can remember our transformation into the image of 
Jesus. When we cozy up in a warm sweater, our hands can reach for the comfort of God's 
presence. When we taste the sweetness of a pumpkin-spiced latte, our hearts can know that 
God has a sweeter gift for us in eternity. 
 

Borrowed from thedailygraceco.com 
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Dear Family of Faith:   
  

I always look forward to Fall for the weather and activities. I hope our 
newsletter finds you in good health and spirts. 
 

We have so much going on here at Faith here is a glimpse of things to 
come: 
 

 New sound system underway 
 Transition Team meeting 
 Menifee Reads has started 
 Vagabond Theater starts on the 11th 
 Faith & Blue on the 5th 
 Blessing of the Animals on the 12th 

 

We are still working on the land sale and hope the sale will close this year. Your Church Council is 
working on many projects, come to our meetings and see what’s happening. Also, our minutes are 
posted after every meeting. 
 

Thank you to each of you for all you do to support Faith Lutheran Church!!! 
 

“Enriching Lives Through Faith and God’s Grace” 
 

God’s Blessings, 
Diane Swarts, Council President 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Asst. Ministers 

 

6th: Roderick 
13th: Marlene 
20th: Candy 
27th: Joanne 

Lectors 

 

6th: Amy 
13th: Candy 
20th: Sandy 
27th: Steve 

Power Point 

 

6th: Marlene 
13th: Lynn 
20th: Bill 
27th: Mike 

Ushers 

 

6th: Annie 
13th: Gina 
20th: Judy Appel 
27th: Diane M. 

Greeters 

 

6th: TBD 
13th: Judy Adams 
20th: Kathy 
27th: Dave 

Attendance 

 

6th: Kandie 
13th: Pat Olson 
20th: Marlene 
27th: Shirley 

  

Altar Guild: 6th, 13th: Marlene, Diane M.     20th, 22nd:  Kandie, Kay 
 

October 
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“Nothing is more beautiful than a woman who is brave, strong 
and emboldened because of who Christ is in her.” -Joni Lamb  

 

Ladies, it’s time! The Pacifica WELCA Convention & Gathering is 
being held on October 18-19 at Spirit of Our Savior Lutheran 
Church in San Bernardino! 

Here is a peek of the itinerary for the weekend: 
 

Friday, October 18th, 2024: 

2:00 pm: Registration opens 
Workshops, Guest Speakers, Bible Study (part 1) 

5:30 pm: Dinner & Entertainment 

7:00 pm: Business Meeting 

 

Saturday, October 19, 2024: 

9:00 am Continental Breakfast (hosted by the SWO Board) 
Bible Study (part 2), Synod Update, Workshops 

2:00 pm: Worship Service with Pastor Steve Anderson 
  Closing of Convention and Gathering 

 

Get your registration forms in and let’s carpool together for a fabulous gathering! 
 

 
 

 

 

 

October 20th is Women of the ELCA Thankoffering Sunday. Each year our congregation is invited to 
participate in Thankoffering by giving a special gift, over and above our regular giving, in support of 
Women of the ELCA ministries here in the U.S. and abroad.  

Look for the Thankoffering envelope in your church mailbox. Please make your check out to Faith  
W-ELCA, with the MEMO: Thankoffering, and bring it to church or pop it in the mail! 

2023 Gathering 
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FINANCIAL REPORT 
August 31, 2024 

1. Comments 
a. Member giving continues below budget this month.  Total Income for the month was slightly 

below budget.   
b. Expenses were significantly below budget because we chose not to transfer unspent Pastoral 

Expense to the New Pastor Reserve Fund “savings” account on our balance sheet.  We made 
this decision to offset the budgeted shortfall for August.  If we had transferred the unspent 
monies to the New Pastor Reserve fund, we would have had a loss of over $6,000 for the 
month.  To avoid this sizeable monthly loss, we decided not to transfer the unspent Pastoral 
Expense, given the New Pastor Reserve fund now has over $57,000. 

c. We are using some of the money we aren’t spending on a full-time pastor to compensate 
Pastor Shane for providing Pastoral Care to our congregation during our transition.  This 
seems to be well-received by our members.  If you would like to talk with him, just call the 
Church Office and Lynn will get you connected. 

 

 

2. Financials Review    
a. Offering Envelopes  

i) For the month, below budget at 95.7% ($10,448 vs $10,921). 
ii) Year-to-date, about on budget at 98.4% ($95,528 vs $97,088). 

b. Total Income 
i) For the month, slightly below budget at 98.0% ($12,367 vs $12,626).   
ii) Year-to-date, below budget at 91.3% ($135,974 vs $148,987). 

c. Expenses  
i) For the month, substantially below budget at 52.7% ($10,164 vs $19,293).   
ii) Year-to-date, significantly below budget at 89.6% ($133,498 vs $149,081).   

d. Net Operating Income (Total Income minus Expenses) 
i) For the month, a surplus of $2,203 vs the budgeted loss of $6,667. 
ii) Year-to-date, a surplus of $2,477 vs the expected loss of $94. 

e. Checking balance  
i) Balance at Month-end is $5,932. 
ii) Previous Month-end balance was $3,302. 

 

Submitted by Mike McGavran, Treasurer 
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BIRTHDAY BLESSINGS 
To 

ANNIVERSARY BLESSINGS 
To 

October 6 
October 8 
October 9 
October 10 
October 14 
October 19 
October 22 
October 24 
October 26 
October 30 

Doris Hays 
Tex Culp 

Becky Ackley 
Sam Van Fleet 

Joanne McGavran 
Jim Loughboro 
Lorna Harrison 

Kent Kobersteen 
Gregg McGavran 

Jan Williams 

October 16, 2010 
October 17, 1966 

Frank & Debbie Ehrig 
Kent & Carol Kobersteen 

 
 

If we missed your birthday 
or anniversary, please notify 
the church office so we can 

add you to our list! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your donations are always welcome and needed! Bring your 
donations to the church office during our regular hours or you 

may drop your items off at The Cupboard at 26944 Cherry Hills Blvd (951/301-4414). When you drop 
off your donations, please inform the Community Cupboard you are from Faith Lutheran. If you are 
a Thrivent member you may wish to use your Thrivent Action Card to purchase up to $250.00 of 
food for the Cupboard. For more information, call Diane Swarts at (949) 500-7986. 

Diane Swarts - Community Cupboard Liaison 

 

Hunger Never Rests! 
 

The Menifee Valley Community Cupboard  
is in need of 

canned tomato products for October! 
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Collaborative Pledging: The Stewardship Team 

 

All year long, the folks of Faith Lutheran Church are giving and receiving. There is great abundance 
here, in facilities, emotional and spiritual support, shared talents, and investments of time. And 
every week people make donations in the form of checks, cash, or automatic payments.   

 

Stewardship is time, talent, and treasure. Time + Talent = Enthusiasm and Love. These keep the 
church alive and growing. And all of this rests on Treasure, regular donations, which are the very 
foundation of the Church.  Treasure is how the expenses are paid.  

 

Every day people here are making a difference in our shared experience; we talk about it all the 
time.  And once a year we have to take time to talk about Treasure.  

 

We have a Strategic Planning Committee in place to develop new and better ways to keep us going 
into the future. The goal is sustainability: that’s where the money coming in is at least equal to the 
money going out. Right now, expenses are greater than income by about $40,000 per year. To help 
us close this gap, and achieve sustainability we want to be able to forecast income. There are many 
other strategies too, anything that will bring in new people for example; forecasting is just a way to 
anticipate the year ahead. 

 

To help us forecast donations this year we are adding an option for giving. We are adding a 
Collaborative Pledging program, which is typical of many churches.   

 

All giving is up to you: if, how, and when you give. You can do exactly what you did last year. It’s up 
to you. You can have treasure delivered on the back of a donkey if you choose. We don’t care.  

 

Or you can participate in the Collaborative Pledge program this year to help us forecast revenue for 
2025. Hopefully, Collaborative Pledging will grow in the years ahead. 

 

You will receive a letter and a pledge card in the mail the week of October 7th. Another letter will 
come again each week for two weeks to assist in your prayerful pledge decision. As always, how 
much you give is between you and God. November 3rd will be “Pledge Sunday” when you can place 
your pledge in the locked Treasure Chest. Those pledges will only be seen by one or two individuals 
who will record them in your name.   

 

As you give throughout the year all donations will be recorded if we have the name of the giver, no 
matter how you give, so we can give you a report at the end of the year for taxes.   

 

When we tally up all the pledges in the treasure chest we will announce the total collaborative 
pledge, so we can see how we did. This year it will just be our first try, so it probably will not help us 
forecast revenue for 2025, but we will do this each year to see how we did versus the prior year. 
Over time, our forecasting should improve – helping us achieve sustainability.  

 

For Collaborative Pledges, in six months we will also send a private update on how you did versus 
your pledge so far. This is only for your information: no other use.  

 

There is great abundance here at Faith Lutheran Church, and we hope to grow this congregation, 
tend to the facilities, and grow the foundation of Treasure on which it rests. Sustainability means 
carrying our mission forward indefinitely, enriching our shared experience, and adding new friends 
and increasing our abundance.  Amen. 
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Greetings Dear Women of Faith! 
Welcome October and cooler fall weather! The year is quickly coming to 
an end and with that, new Women of the ELCA Board Members will need 
to be nominated. Candy Pellechio, Diane Molina, and Kandie Hulme have 
volunteered to be nominated for President, Vice-President, and 

Treasurer. Unfortunately, my term as Secretary has come to an end, so we need someone to take 
notes at meetings. PLEASE, PLEASE think (and pray)….could this be one of your TIME-TALENT-
TREASURE opportunities? I will provide any training you think you may require, and I will continue to 
attend meetings so will be a resource. It’s a fun group….please consider joining us!! 

September General Meeting was held Saturday, September 21, 2024 at 10:00 a.m. We had a total of 
nine attendees. Candy Pellechio led the meeting, Lorna Harrison provided devotions and the 
Secretary’s and Treasurer’s reports were reviewed. After the business portion of the meeting, Gloria 
Sanchez, Caroline Rath, and our own Linda Blanche spoke about caregiving, hospice care, and the 
latest scams to be aware of. They provided a lot of great information and opened the floor for 
questions/discussions. Lunch and fellowship followed. 

December General Meeting is scheduled for December 14, 2024 at 10:00 a.m.  Plans are progressing 
for our Christmas luncheon and Party with a Purpose. 

Annual Fundraiser – We will decide during our December meeting what organization will be 
receiving our fundraising money. If you want a specific non-profit to be considered, please e-mail me 
at cgibson902@live.com and I’ll present them to the Women of the ELCA Board for discussion. 

The Pacifica W-ELCA Convention and Gathering on October 18-19, 2024 will be held at Spirit of our 
Savior, San Bernardino (please note the location change). A sign-up sheet is located in the Narthex. 
Please note that you may attend either or both days. Hotel rooms have been reserved and 
carpooling will be available. 

Happening this month: 

 October 3, 2024, 9:00 a.m.: Snip ‘n Stitch 
 October 8, 2024, 12:30 p.m.: Women of the ELCA Board Meeting 
 October 9, 2024, 10:00 a.m.: Mary Circle – continuing their study from Gather Magazine  
 October 17, 2024, 9:00 a.m.: Snip ‘n Stitch 
 October 17, 2024, 6:00 p.m.: Evening Bible Study – beginning to study Lydia 
 October 18-19, 2024: Pacifica W-ELCA Convention and Gathering 
 October 20, 2024: Thankoffering Sunday 

 
In Christ’s Love, Connie Gibson, Women of the ELCA Secretary  
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Previous Vagabond events have sold out! Go to www.vagabondmenifee.org 

 

 Click on "Events" in the upper left 
 Click on "Buy Tickets" for the show of your choice 
 Scroll down to select the number of tickets you want and click on “check out” 

This is a huge opportunity to meet lots of new people coming into our space and bring in some 
donations to improve the Fellowship Hall sound system! 
 

Also, look for the sign-up sheet in the Narthex to help out. We need at least 3 people to sell 
concessions before each show and at each intermission.   
 

Vagabond is looking for volunteers to greet and seat or take tickets for each show, especially on 
Saturdays. Contact Steve Kent if you are interested. 

Announcing the Vagabond Theatre’s production of 
“The Woman in Black”! 

 

When:  
 October 11 & 12 at 7:00pm, and Sunday matinee at 2pm 

10/13 

 October 18 & 19 at 7:00pm, and Sunday matinee at 2pm 
10/20 

 

Where: Faith Lutheran Church Fellowship Hall 
 

Tickets: 
 General Admission - $22 

 Military / Student = $17 

 Ages better than 65 = $10 

Blessing of the Animals!! 

Bring your pets, your friends and 
their pets to church for a 
blessing, food and fun on 

Saturday, the 12th at 10:00! 

Thursday, November 7th at 4:00 
Fellowship Hall at Faith Lutheran Church 

Fellowship, snacks and Bingo! 
Bring your friends – ALL are welcome! 
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WISH LIST: OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE 
What is God calling you to do? 

 

The Faith Church Council would like to invite you to take an active role in our 
Ministries. Here are some of the positions available.   
 

Treasurer/Finance Committee Chairperson. Please speak with any church 
council member for more information.  

Musician/Accompanist to play piano, organ, guitar, during worship on Sunday 
mornings. For information call Marlene Rosselli (805)405-6938.       

Facilities & Property Maintenance. The upkeep of the facilities requires many 
hands and a variety of skills. Contact Frank Ehrig to help out (951)316-7252. 

Technical Support for Computers, Sound System, Multimedia, and Live 
Streaming. Please speak to Steve Kent (347)344-8055 for more information.   

New Member Coordinator to welcome visitors and new members. Contact Candy 
Pellechio (908)601-4540, for further information.  

Special Music. Vocals, Instrumentals, Groups, or Soloists to perform during 
worship. Contact Marlene Rosselli (805)405-6938 for information.       

Sunday School Assistants needed. Contact Amy Sinclair for more information 
(562)714-0707.  

Coffee Hour after Worship. Get together with a few others and sign-up to prepare 
coffee and treats on Sunday morning. Contact Connie Gibson (909)635-4497 for 
information and to sign up.  

PowerPoint Operators during worship services. Contact the office, to be trained 
and to be added to the schedule (951)679-1518.  

Pickup Truck. The Outreach Team needs your help to deliver our shoe donations 
to the San Bernardino warehouse a few times a year. Please contact Candy 
Pellechio (908)601-4540.   

Thank you for considering these ministry opportunities!  

Do you know something that belongs on our Wish List? Please 
contact Amy Sinclair (562)714-0707.    

We Got It Covered! Thank you, Volunteers! Thanks to the 
two members who volunteered to be our Pet Blessing 
Coordinators for our Fall event. Thank you to those who 
volunteered to run Concessions during the Vagabond Theater 
Group 6 performances in October in our Fellowship Hall.   
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God’s Work. Our Hands. 

 

On Sunday, September 8th, Faith took 
part in God’s Work, Our Hands, the 
annual ELCA Day of Service! Thank you 
to our Faith family for donating to and 
supporting the Central City Lutheran 
Mission in San Bernardino!  
 

Together, we packaged 80 men's 
personal hygiene kits and received 50 
more, for a total of 130 kits! God's work 
is definitely in action at Faith Lutheran 
Church and our hands were busy filling 
the bags! It was a wonderful time for 
fun and fellowship. 
 

Thank you for sharing your love with so 
many others! 
 

Menifee Fall Festival  

Menifee’s Fall Festival will be on October 19, 4-8 pm. The Outreach 
Committee will need some PEOPLE POWER to HELP in the Faith 
Lutheran Church booth at the festival, which gets an estimated 

attendance of 5,000!! We will have a MilVet activity, information 
about Faith Lutheran to share, a kid's activity, and a free quilt raffle. 

We could use a few people to help in the booth!  
(another great opportunity to wear our t-shirts!)  

Please see Candy Pellechio or Kathy Kent.  
 

**DO YOU HAVE WEIGHTS WE CAN BORROW FOR THE EZ-UP?? ** 
 

 

Faith & Blue 

 

Faith Lutheran will be one of the Menifee 
churches to participate in Faith & Blue 
with the Menifee Police Department and 
other local faith organizations.  The 
event, on October 5, 2024 from 1-4 pm 
at the Kay Ceniceros Senior Center, will benefit MilVet.  
 

We will be helping to assemble 200 care packages for service members. Please plan to attend (this 
will be a great opportunity to wear your FaithWear!) 
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“Let us love not in word or speech but in deed and truth.” —1 John 3:18 

For 50 years we have joined together as Lutherans to address the root causes of hunger and 
poverty around the world through ELCA World Hunger. Part of our church’s long tradition of 
meeting human needs, ELCA World Hunger testifies to our hope for and commitment to God’s 
promise of a time when we will hunger and thirst no more. In 2024 we will commemorate the 

50th anniversary of this ministry. We have made great strides, but once again we face a 
startling increase in global hunger. As we reflect on our last 50 years of ministry together, we 

know God calls us to respond to the needs of the world now more than ever. 
 

Join us and be part of the story of our next 50 years together — boldly and faithfully 
pursuing God’s promise of a just world where all are fed. 

World Food Day 
Celebrating 50 Years of ELCA World Hunger 

When: Tuesday, Oct. 15, 7 p.m. Central time 
Where: Zoom webinar 

REGISTER HERE  

This special online event will be hosted by the Rev. Amy Current, bishop of the 
Southeastern Iowa Synod, and Imran Siddiqui, vice president of the ELCA. 

Tune in on Oct. 15 to hear firsthand stories from partners at ELCA World Hunger projects 
— including Educación Popular en Salud (EPES), a community health organization in Chile 
founded over 40 years ago, and more recent starts such as Tapestry Farms, a Midwestern 

urban farm system in the “Quad Cities” of Iowa and Illinois. You’ll see the impact of 50 
years of ELCA World Hunger work and get excited and equipped to be a part of the next 50 

years! 

Register at the link above to receive reminders, event information, World Food Day 
resources and the event recording. 
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"Lord, teach us to pray," Jesus' disciples asked Him. Have you ever pondered what the Lord's Prayer 
means for you in your daily life? Pastor Ken Puccio has been teaching a Zoom Bible Study on the 
Lord's Prayer on the second and fourth Thursdays of the month at 7:00 pm and he invites all of you, 
the members of his new church family, to join in! 
 
He's up to the Third Petition but can easily catch you up. To participate, send him an email at 
hopegiver@aol.com and let him know you'd like to participate. He'll send you copies of the lessons 
already completed, along with the log in and password information. 
 

 

Menifee Reads! Book Club  

Menifee Reads! meets the 3rd Wednesday of each month 
at 7:00pm! The current book is “The Wedding People” by  

Alison Espach. Plan to attend and invite your friends! 
Bring a small appetizer/snack to share. 
Please plan to take all leftovers home! 

 

Join our Facebook group, Menifee Reads! (a book club)! 
 
 

 Faith Lutheran Church 
28200 Portsmouth Drive, Menifee, CA  92586 

Office Phone: (951) 679-1518 | Email: FaithLutheranMenifee@gmail.com      
Website:  www.faithmenifee.com 

 

Church Office Hours: Tues & Thurs 8:30am-5:00pm | Fri 8:30am-12:30pm  

 

FaithWear 
FaithWear will be available for purchase from 
October 6th to October 27th!  Long and short 

sleeve t-shirts, sweatshirts and hoodies will all 
be available! Please check them out in the 

Narthex each Sunday in October and get your 
order in! This is the last chance to purchase 

FaithWear in 2024! Let's plaster Menifee with 
our logo and advertise Faith Lutheran Church 

everywhere we go!! 
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