
 

 

 

  

 

 
Lent is a deeply contemplative and solemn season in the Lutheran Church (and in many streams of 
Christianity). The first day of Lent is Ash Wednesday (March 5, 2025) and is a particularly solemn day 
when we remember that God created mankind from the dust of the earth and one day we will 
return as dust to the earth, unless, of course, our Lord Jesus should return first. It is good for us to 
remember this. We are not invincible. Death is real. We need a Savior. 
 
The good news is that we have a Savior! His name is Jesus, the one and only Son of God, the One 
who lives and reigns with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. And so, in many 
Lutheran congregations, we begin Lent by receiving Ashes on Ash Wednesday (as a reminder, there 
are three reasons why Lutherans go to church to receive ashes on Ash Wednesday; the ashes 
remind people of their sinfulness; the ashes remind people of their mortality; third, the ashes 
remind people that they have been redeemed). Holy Communion is offered immediately after 
receiving ashes in which we remember that because Christ Jesus died and was resurrected for us, 
we too will be resurrected and shall inherit eternal life. 
 
Lutherans are often asked why we participate in the season of Lent as many Christian churches do 
not. The primary argument against this liturgical season is that there is no biblical mandate requiring 
us to engage in Lenten practices. While this is true, there are many biblical examples that encourage 
us to participate. The best example is Christ’s own 40 days in the wilderness, which prepared him for 
his ministry, his journey to the cross to save mankind. 
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Likewise, during Lent, Lutherans also take a 40-day journey (really 46 days, but the six Sundays are 
not counted). We also take a journey to the cross. We are not sacrificed upon the cross as Jesus was, 
but we follow Jesus to the foot of the cross and remain with him there like John, Mary and the 
others who faithfully remained with Jesus when he gave his life for ours. We, too, follow Jesus to 
the tomb, experiencing the darkness, the stillness, the grief of death. All these things must take 
place in our hearts, deep in our souls, before we can even begin to appreciate the gift that was truly 
given to us that first Easter morning. There is no Easter without Good Friday. There is no 
resurrection for us without Jesus’ death on the cross. There is no cross without an intentional Spirit-
filled journey. 
 
Jesus took that journey for you and for me. During Lent, we remember that journey. We live that 
journey so that we may more powerfully live in the truth and joy of our salvation every single day. 
We embrace that journey so that we more fully embrace the reality of resurrection that awaits all 
who walk with Christ. 
 
So, on Ash Wednesday, you are encouraged to come to worship at 5:00. Receive your ashes, receive 
the body and blood of our Lord Jesus, and begin a new journey with your brothers and sisters in 
Christ, a journey that is contemplative, powerful, and emotional, but will ultimately bring you to the 
empty tomb where we may rejoice and delight in our risen Christ and run to tell others the most 
wonderful words we could ever hear, “He is risen! He is risen indeed, Alleluia!” 
 
Borrowed from: Lutheran Lenses Blog  

 

 

              Lent 
Lent begins Wednesday, March 5th with Ash Wednesday 
Worship at 5:00pm, led by Pastor Rich Ajer. The Imposition of 
Ashes and Holy Communion will be a part of this special evening 
worship. 

 

The following five Wednesday evenings (March 12, 19, 26, April 2, & 9), at 5:00pm, Midweek 
Worship/Study will take place, featuring the beautiful Holden Evening Prayer service and a special 
reading which will each feature a different person in the life and stories of Jesus. These midweek 
opportunities to reflect and worship will be followed by a Soup Supper hosted by the Fellowship 
Ministry. You are invited to help out by signing up to bring soup or bread if you can.  

 

Please join us for a "time out" from the bustle of Spring and renew your closeness to Jesus and what 
He did and continues to do for us on a daily basis. Bring a friend…invite someone to join us. All are 
welcome! 

All are welcome, whether you sign up to attend or not!  
Come and be fed, both soul and body! 

 

Worship & Music Team 
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Ballots Results (Ballots counted by Jean Miles, Annie Misko and Ariana 
Stafford) 

 

Approval of Minutes from last meeting:   Passed with 51 votes 
 

2025 Council Members-elected by Ballots 
Pat Adams, Incumbent (1 year): 50 Votes Connie Gibson, Incumbent (1 year): 50 Votes  

 
Bea Olsen (3 years): 50 Votes    Marlene Rosselli (3 years): 52 Votes 
 

2025 Endowment Board-elected by Ballots- EACH 1 YEAR TERM  
Freddericka Bradshaw: 52 Votes                Sandy Chandler: 50 Votes 
 
2025 Synod Assembly Representatives: 
Kandie Hulme: 52 Votes   Kathy Kent: 50 Votes 
 

Approval of Endowment Repayment: 50 Votes | Approval of 2025 Budget: Passed with verbal vote  
 

Once the Annual Meeting was adjourned, the new council members met and they voted on officers:  
 

New Council for 2025 
 

PRESIDENT: Steve Kent  VICE PRESIDENT: Bea Olsen 
SECRETARY: Connie Gibson  TREASURER: Vacant 
 

Liaisons to Committees: 
Each Council member is responsible for a committee to be the official Council contact to bring 
information both to and from the rest of the Council: 
EDUCATION: Vacant    FINANCE: Vacant   SERVICES (CHEER): Diane Swarts 
ENDOWMENT: Pat Adams  PROPERTY: Frank Ehrig  STEWARDSHIP: Steve Kent 
FELLOWSHIP: Connie Gibson TRANSITION TEAM: Pat Adams  W-ELCA & KITCHEN: Bea Olsen 

WORSHIP & MUSIC: Marlene Rosselli 
    

Thank you for your support this past year and your continuing support for our New Year 2025. 
 
Steve Kent, President 
 

 

Thanks to everyone who participated in our Annual Meeting. We 
needed 16 people for a quorum and 51 were present. We successfully 
elected our new Council as well as our Endowment Board Members. 
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Asst. Ministers 

 

2nd: Roderick 
5th: Marlene 
9th: Candy 
12th: N/A 
16th: Marlene 
19th: N/A 
23rd: Joanne 
26th: N/A 
30th: Steve 

Lectors 

 

2nd: Amy 
5th: Joanne 
9th: Bill 
12th: Steve 
16th: Diane M. 
19th: TBD 
23rd: Danielle 
26th: TBD 
30th: Kathy 

Power Point 

 

2nd: Candy 
5th: Candy 
9th: Marlene 
12th: Mike 
16th: Bill 
19th: Marlene 
23rd: Mike 
26th: Candy 
30th: TBD 

Ushers 

 

2nd: Annie 
5th: Annie 
9th: Gina 
12th: N/A 
16th: Diane M. 
19th: N/A 
23rd: Diane M. 
26th: N/A 
30th: Judy Appel 

Greeters 

 

2nd: Kent 
5th: Joanne 
9th: Joanne 
12th: N/A 
16th: Dave F. 
19th: N/A 
23rd: Diane S. 
26th: N/A 
30th: Kathy 

Attendance 

 

2nd: Carol 
5th: Judy Adams 
9th: Pat Olson 
12th: N/A 
16th: Shirley 
19th: N/A 
23rd: Shirley 
26th: N/A 
30th: Joanne 

  

Altar Guild: 2nd, 5th, 9th: Diane M., Marlene    16th, 23rd, 30th: Kandie, Marlene 
 

The next MilVet packing event is on March 20th from 6:00pm – 
8:00pm. These events are held monthly to pack up goodies and 
supplies to ship to our deployed troops.  
 
We would love to get some of our Faith members to regularly 

pitch in on this worthwhile event! You can sign up at milvet.org. There is a suggested donation of 
$25.00, which includes food, supplies and the cost to ship the packages to our deployed troops.  
 
Donations for the care packages are not required but are always helpful! This month’s suggested 
items are chewing gum and wet wipes - although all snacks, nutrition and hygiene items are helpful! 
 

Each event is held at a different location…on March 20th, we are meeting at 33040 Antelope Rd 
#114 Murrieta, CA 92563. Register at https://milvet.org/donate/p/march25, wear your FaithWear 
and come join in on the fun!  

 

             Happy Birthday, Norma! 
Debbie, Kandie and Freddericka of the Cheer Committee surprised 
Norma Dawson on her birthday! They took her a balloon, a bundlet cake, 
shared a devotion, sang happy birthday and enjoyed a short visit!  

 

March 
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FINANCIAL REPORT for JANUARY 31, 2025 
1. Comments 

a. Member giving was significantly above budget, due to 2 large gifts representing a yearly contribution 
each; for the year, Member giving is above budget by 7.4%, again, due to the large year-end 
donations in December. These gifts caused Total Income for the month to be significantly above 
budget.   

b. For the year, the 2 year-end contributions boosted our Member giving to exceed budget.  However, 
Total Income for the year was below budget because the budget included $23,263 from the Land Sale 
which was not received.  Overall, a good year.  

c. Monthly Expenses were substantially above budget because we chose to transfer over $26,000 of 
unspent Pastoral Expense to the New Pastor Reserve Fund “savings” account on our balance sheet on 
December. The amount chosen for transfer resulted in ending the year overall with no loss or surplus 
– net zero.  When monies are transferred to the Balance Sheet, it results in expense on the Budget vs 
Actual report (also known as a Profit & Loss Statement).  We now have just over $83,000 set aside for 
expenses related to calling our new Pastor. I don’t see a need to add anything further going forward. 

d. For the year, Expenses were under budget mostly because we didn’t spend (or transfer) a little over 
$17,000 of the budgeted Pastoral Expense during the year.  

 

 
2. Financials Review    

a. Offering Envelopes  
i) For the month, significantly above budget at 221.7% ($31,568 vs 14,238). 
ii) Year-to-date, above budget at 107.4% ($160,917 vs $149,828). 

b. Total Income 
i) For the month, significantly above budget at 190.9% ($36,711 vs $19,232).   
ii) Year-to-date, slightly below budget at 95.5% ($213,387 vs $223,496). 

c. Expenses  
i) For the month, significantly above budget at 193.7% ($36,711 vs $18,952).   
ii) Year-to-date, below budget at 90.9% ($203,243 vs $223,496).   

d. Net Operating Income (Total Income minus Expenses) 
i) For the month, a surplus of $0 vs the expected surplus of $280. 
ii) Year-to-date, a surplus of $10,144 vs the expected surplus of $0. 

e. Checking balance  
i) Balance at Month-end is $13,445. 
ii) Previous Month-end balance was $13,526. 

 

Submitted by Mike McGavran, Treasurer 
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BIRTHDAY BLESSINGS 

To 
ANNIVERSARY BLESSINGS 

To 

March 4 
March 5 
March 7 
March 7 
March 10 
March 10 
March 26 
March 31 

Annie Misko 
Allison McGavran 

Kay Espe 
Roderick Sinclair 
Esther Neumen 

Diana Ward 
Ken Puccio 

Pat Olson 

March 11, 1961 
March 22, 2019 

Dick & Bea Olsen 
Mikey & Berenice Varsobia  

 

If we missed your birthday or 
anniversary, please notify the 

church office so we can add you 
to our list! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your donations are always welcome and needed! Bring your donations to the church office during 
our regular hours or you may drop your items off at The Cupboard at 26944 Cherry Hills Blvd 
(951/301-4414). When you drop off your donations, please inform the Community Cupboard you 
are from Faith Lutheran. If you are a Thrivent member you may wish to use your Thrivent Action 
Card to purchase up to $250.00 of food for the Cupboard. For more information, call Diane Swarts at 
(949) 500-7986. 

Diane Swarts - Community Cupboard Liaison 

 

 
We need to update our church website. Are YOU able to get creative with 
designing content and posting pictures on our church website? Please call or 
email the church office if you are interested.   

Hunger Never Rests! 
 

The Menifee Valley Community Cupboard  
is in need of 

Canned Chili for March! 
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Transition Team Update 
Hello Church Family! The Transition Team is moving along with developing our Ministry Site Profile 
(MSP) in preparation for our call committee who will interview potential pastors. We now have 
Pastor Ken Anderson who is serving as our Transition Facilitator and is working closely with the 
Transition Team and Council. Here is the portion of the contractual agreement that was read out 
loud to the congregation during the installation of our Transition Facilitator at the worship service 
on February 16th, 2025.   
 
Agreement: Faith Lutheran Church agrees that Reverend Ken Anderson will serve as the “Transition 
Facilitator” in preparation for the call process of a rostered leader. 
 
This contract/agreement begins February 16th, 2025 and is effective for up to six months, after 
which time the agreement may be extended to a month-to-month arrangement in consultation and 
with the approval of the Pacifica Synod Bishop.  
 
The Transition Facilitator agrees 

 to assist the Transition Team in performing the tasks needed to write the congregation’s 
Ministry Site Profile.  

 to participate with key leadership of the congregation and the appointed synodical staff 
person in evaluation of the transition ministry as needed and at the conclusion of their 
duties. 

 to give special attention to the ongoing anxiety of the congregation, the lifting up and 
support of the lay leadership, building community and relationships.  

 that they are not to be available for regular call to this congregation.  
 not to be involved in the congregation’s call process except when the Synod Bishop requests 

such participation.  
 that they do not intend to become a member of this congregation after this agreement 

terminates, unless done so in consultation with the Bishop. 
 

Transition Facilitator Time and Compensation    
The Synod intends that the transition facilitator will be working approximately four – five hours per 
week in consultation with the transition team members, and church council, etc. The plan is that 
this will happen primarily through ZOOM meetings.  
 
We further intend for the transition facilitator to be physically present with the congregation two or 
three times during the sixth month period. Also, it is suggested that the transition facilitator preach 
once and/or attend a Sunday Worship Service.  
 
Compensation is $800.00 per month 

 this includes one sermon (if a called pastor is not present, then pulpit supply rates should be 
additional to stated compensation); $250.00 per pulpit supply occurrence.    

 longer hours for a history day or a Sunday Forum, etc. included in the weekly compensation. 
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Reimbursement for expenses 
 automobile travel at the IRS rate  
 materials pertaining to the transition (agreed upon by the transition team and congregational 

council/executive team in advance) 
 
Approved and Signed 
The contractual agreement was approved by our Church Council and was signed by the Church 
Council President, the Council Secretary, the Transition Facilitator Pastor Ken Anderson, and the 
Pacifica Synod Bishop David Nagler. 
 
Survey coming soon 
The transition team has been developing a brief online survey for congregation members, in order 
to gather some of the information that we need to fill in on the MSP. We will explain more about 
this online survey soon.  
 
Small Groups 
The transition team is planning to host at least 3 small group sessions in the coming weeks. These 
meetings will give congregation members a chance to give their input regarding their desires and 
thoughts for what we think is most important in a new pastor and what we should focus on as a 
congregation moving forward. We will announce these meetings to the congregation ahead of time, 
so please plan to attend one of the small group sessions once they are scheduled.   
 
Updates to Congregation 
The transition team will continue to make announcements on Sundays at least once a month with 
our progress and our Transition Facilitator, Pastor Anderson will provide the church council with 
timely progress reports.  
  
If you have any thoughts you want to share or questions about the transition process, please feel 
free to reach out to a member of the Transition Team.   
 
Amy Sinclair, Chair 

Candy Pellechio, Secretary  

Pat Adams, Member 

Sandra Miller, Member   

Retired Pr. Ken Puccio, Member  

Transition Facilitator, Pastor Ken Anderson   
 
In Service to Christ, Your Transition Team  
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Exploring God’s word helps us grow our relationship with Christ. WELCA gives you two different 
opportunities to explore His word in fellowship with others.  
 

 Mary’s Circle is studying “Faithfulness” using studies from the Gather Magazine.  They meet 
on the second Wednesday of the month (Mar 12) at 10am in the library.  

 Lydia Evening Bible Study is studying women of the Bible.  They meet on the third Thursday 
of the month (Mar 20) at 6pm in the library.    

  

Continuous learning guides us as we walk in faith with Christ daily. Join us to grow your faith!  

 

 

 

 

Women of Faith, be part of the fun and mark your calendars to attend these key events!!  
 

Saturday, March 22 – W-ELCA Spring Event at Faith at 1pm.  
All women of Faith Lutheran, with their friends and families, are invited 
to join us for Tea, coffee and snacks while we learn more about Project 
Linus and make fleece blankets to donate.  No sewing is involved, only 
fun and fellowship! Plan to join us and sign up in the Narthex starting 
Sunday, March 2. Help us donate a load of blankets to Project Linus! 
 

Saturday, June 22 – W-ELCA Annual Fundraiser benefiting MilVet.  
The Rancho Rockers are scheduled to play, baskets will be raffled off 
and we will have a delicious lunch!  Do not miss out on the fun!  Bring 
your friends and families and plan to fill a table.  Help us make this 
event the best one yet, while supporting our veterans and active-duty 
service members.    

 
 

Coffee, Conversation and You 
 

We have been blessed that our new church member, Bonnie Lindgren, is a gifted 
baker and enjoys coffee hour! Bonnie has volunteered to coordinate coffee hour!! 
She will be present most Sundays, however, she needs 1 volunteer on Sundays to 
help with serving and cleaning up. Coffee Hour ends at 11:30am, although people 
are welcome to stay and talk.  

 

Additionally, we are gladly accepting home-baked goods for Coffee Hour. We ask that no more 
than 2 people bring home-baked goods on any Sunday. There will be sign-up sheets in the kitchen 
for bringing home-baked goods and for coffee hour volunteers.    
 

Please sign up for a Sunday and make it down to coffee hour to meet and greet Bonnie!    
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Our annual W-ELCA fundraiser is just over 3 months away (June 22) and it is not too early to be 
thinking about and planning for gift baskets for our raffle. We already have a couple of baskets and 
items being donated.  What might you like to contribute? 
 

 Want to donate a basket?  Think of a theme and start collecting items. 
 Did you receive a gift or gift card you will not use?  Regift it for our gift baskets. 
 Want to donate cash or check?  Donate to WELCA and note “gift baskets” in the memo line.  

We will use the monies to buy gift cards to supplement the baskets. 
 Do you quilt, crochet or craft other items?  Let us know what you would like to make and 

donate. 
 Shop store or online sales for individual items you might like to donate for baskets.  
 Remember – wine and chocolate are always great donations too!! 

 
All donations need to be received by Sunday, June 1, 2025, but can be donated any time before that. 
Please see Candy Pellechio if you have questions.  

 

 
 

 
 

On January 12th, the new WELCA Board was installed! Serving as leaders for 2025 are: 
Candy Pellechio: President  Kandie Hulme: Treasurer 

Diane Molina: Vice President   Bea Olsen: Secretary 
Eileen Johnson: Board Member Kathy Kent: Board Member 

Joanne McGavran: Board Member 
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Menifee Reads!  
 

Menifee Reads! (a book club) continues to attract more avid readers!  
In February, we had a successful launch of the day discussion group.  
We continue to have new people join us each month and we have 
had some wonderful discussions!   

For March, we are reading the historical fiction “The Sunflower 
House” by Adriana Allegri. The book club meetings in March are 
Wednesday, Mar 19, 7pm and Thursday, Mar 20 at 2pm in the 
library.  Join in the fun as you can! 

 
 

The Cheer Committee Spreads…Cheer! 

Our Soup-er Bowl was a huge 
success! We collected 58 cans of 

soup for the Eagles and 36 for the 
Chiefs, for a total of 94 cans! 

The Eagles won the Superbowl 
and the Soup-er Bowl! 

The Cheer Committee (Kandie Hulme, 
Freddericka Bradshaw and Debbie Ehrig) visited 

the homebound members at Pacifica on 
Thursday, February 13th. 

We celebrated communion together, read a 
devotion, played a Valentine game, ate snacks, 

enjoyed each other's company and 
conversation. 

We delivered Valentines that our wonderful 
Sunday School children made especially for our 
homebound members. They were so happy and 

thankful to receive them. 

It was a wonderful day! 
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The Women of Lockerbie 
by Deborah Brevoort  

 

Join Vagabond Menifee for their first production of 
2025, celebrating Women's History Month, with a story 
about love conquering hate and the women that 
challenged a government to bring closure to families 
after an unheard-of tragedy. 

Get your tickets for The Women of Lockerbie now 
at https://www.vagabondmenifee.org/tickets: $20 for 
general admission, $17 for military/student, or $10 for 
ages 65 or better. The doors to Faith Lutheran Church 
open at 6:30pm with entertainment starting at 7:00pm.  

The Vagabond Theatre Group of Menifee is a multi-
disciplinary, non-profit performing arts organization 
founded in the Inland Empire for cultivating and 

enriching local communities with imitable performing arts productions, top-tier classes, and unique 
outreach programs. 

Vagabond performances are gaining popularity and are bringing more people and families from 
Menifee into our space.  Vagabond Theater Group also makes donations that go toward building a 
new sound system in the Fellowship Hall.  In return we provide concessions for each performance, 
which also generate funds for the sound system.  But we could use some help!  there is a sheet in 
the Narthex where you can sign up.  There will be 6 performances and we need at least three people 
for each one.  Concessions are open 45 minutes prior to the show and at intermission.  See Steve 
Kent with any questions you may have. 
   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ash Wednesday       Sacrifice 

Almsgiving       Prayer 

Fasting        Lent 

Holy Week       Holy Thursday 

Good Friday       Holy Saturday 

Easter        Palm Sunday 

Lent        Purple 

Palm Branch       Forty Days 

Jesus        Passover 

Foot Washing       Resurrection 

Love 
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To help you plan ahead, this is a list of the 
events that recur each month: 

 

 Snip ‘N Stitch: 1st and 3rd Thursday at 9:00  
 Worship & Music: 1st Tuesday at 10:00  
 Hymn Planners: 2nd Tuesday at 10:00  
 Outreach Team: 2nd Tuesday at 2:30  
 WELCA Bible Study: 2nd Wednesday at 10:00 

and 3rd Thursday at 6:00 pm 
 WELCA Board: 2nd Tuesday at 12:30  
 Menifee Reads!: 3rd Wednesday at 7:00 and 

the Thursday following the  3rd Wednesday 
(either the 3rd or 4th Thursday) at 2:00pm 

 4+1 Group: 3rd Tuesday at 10:00 
 Fellowship Team: 3rd Tuesday at 2:00  
 Stewardship Team: 3rd Friday at 10:00  
 Finance Team: 4th Wednesday at 1:00  
 Council: the last Monday of each month at 1:00  
 Cheer Team: 2nd Thursday at 4:00 
 Pr. Ken’s Zoom Bible Study: 2nd and 4th Thursday at 7:00 
 Strategic Planning: 2nd Wednesday at 1:00 
 Transition Team: Fridays, every 2 weeks 
 Al-Anon: Every Friday at 10:30 

   
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Faith Lutheran Church 
28200 Portsmouth Drive, Menifee, CA  92586 

Office Phone: (951) 679-1518 | Email: FaithLutheranMenifee@gmail.com      
Website:  www.faithmenifee.com 

 

Church Office Hours: Tues & Thurs 8:30am-5:00pm | Fri 8:30am-12:30pm  
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