Worship Plan for Sunday, November 10, 2024 * 25th Sunday after Pentecost

Introduction to the day
Widows are visible everywhere in today’s readings. Jesus denounces those scribes who pray impressive prayers but devour widows’ houses. He commends the poor widow who in his view gave far more than the major donors. Jesus doesn’t see her simply as an object of compassion or charity. She, like the widow of Zarephath who shares her last bit of food with Elijah, does something of great importance.

GOSPEL MESSAGE: God’s Generosity Brings New Life
As we cross a busy street, a stranger’s cry of “WATCH OUT!” will certainly send our heart racing. Such an outburst may not be what we expect to hear, but it is the warning needed for us to get out of the way of an approaching threat. Jesus catches our attention with a similar word today: “Beware.” Beware the violence of a system that devours widows’ houses while hiding behind prayers and piety; there is danger here! But this is not the only relationship Jesus urges his followers to pay attention to today. He also invites them to be aware of how one widow in their community is responding: she gives—and gives generously. What might that mean for us?
God gives generously too. We often talk about God’s generosity being rooted in God’s love for us. From the moment we were baptized, we have been reminded of such love that goes with us through death and into the new life God brings. This love takes seriously all the things that tear apart our lives and world—and pays attention to where healing and repair might take hold.
God is always rooting for us, and we trust that Christ’s resurrection life will bring us through hardships when death has done its worst. What a gift it is to be gathered into the worshiping community week after week, to again be centered around Christ’s table and its generous promises of grace that renew us and make us whole: “The body of Christ, given for you; the blood of Christ, shed for you.” This is generosity! This is new life!
Yet we do not stay at the table. We are sent from it, together. Where do we go from here? Where might we share such grace and love this week? Perhaps not only “Beware” but also “Be aware” are our invitations to generosity as Jesus draws our attention to all the important relationships around us.
PROCESSIONAL 

AM: WELCOME
Good morning! It's wonderful to see all of you this morning! Welcome to Faith Lutheran Church, where grace and love abound and the Holy Spirit uplifts and inspires us. A special welcome to those joining us on line, to those of you who are here for the first time, and to our guest pastor, Shane Freiberg. Exciting things are happening here during our search for a permanent pastor, and everyone is encouraged to participate fully, whether you are a first-time visitor, or have been around for a while.  

AM: ANNOUNCEMENTS
Please join us in the Fellowship Hall today following the worship service for a luncheon to celebrate the life of Sheron Zolzer.
The altar flowers were provided by Lynn Bennett celebrating her dad's birthday, and by the Olsen's celebrating Dick's birthday!
Please note there has been a change in the schedule this month for Pr. Ken's Bible Study due to Thanksgiving. Bible Study will be held on Zoom at 7:00 on both Thursday, the 14th and Thursday, the 21st. To join in, contact Pr. Ken at hopegiver@aol.
[bookmark: _Hlk181862455]New Assistive Listening Devices are now available for those who need/want extra help hearing the worship service.  See the Sound Tech at the back table or an Usher for help.
[bookmark: _Hlk167977557]For the month of November, we are collecting Thanksgiving side dishes, grocery bags, and empty egg cartons for the Community Cupboard. Please place donations in the wire basket in the foyer.
For more information and a complete monthly calendar, contact the church office.

P: SILENCE
Let us take a moment of silence to quiet our hearts and minds and prepare for worship.

P: GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
P: GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
This is the day that the Lord has made,
let us rejoice and be glad in it!

AM: PLEASE TURN TO HYMN 522
Please stand as you are willing and able. 
GATHERING SONG: As We Gather at Your Table (ELW 522 vs. 1, 3-Requested)

P: CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever.
Amen.
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
P: PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. 
O God, you show forth your almighty power chiefly by reaching out to us in mercy. Grant us the fullness of your grace, strengthen our trust in your promises, and bring all the world to share in the treasures that come through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

CHILDREN'S CHAT

P: WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

LECTOR: FIRST READING: 1 Kings 17:8-16
8 The word of the LORD came to [Elijah,] saying, 9 “Go now to Zarephath, which belongs to Sidon, and live there; for I have commanded a widow there to feed you.” 10 So he set out and went to Zarephath. When he came to the gate of the town, a widow was there gathering sticks; he called to her and said, “Bring me a little water in a vessel, so that I may drink.” 11 As she was going to bring it, he called to her and said, “Bring me a morsel of bread in your hand.” 12 But she said, “As the LORD your God lives, I have nothing baked, only a handful of meal in a jar, and a little oil in a jug; I am now gathering a couple of sticks, so that I may go home and prepare it for myself and my son, that we may eat it, and die.” 13 Elijah said to her, “Do not be afraid; go and do as you have said; but first make me a little cake of it and bring it to me, and afterwards make something for yourself and your son. 14 For thus says the LORD the God of Israel: The jar of meal will not be emptied and the jug of oil will not fail until the day that the LORD sends rain on the earth.” 15 She went and did as Elijah said, so that she as well as he and her household ate for many days. 16 The jar of meal was not emptied, neither did the jug of oil fail, according to the word of the LORD that he spoke by Elijah.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

AM: PSALMODY: Psalm 146
1 Hallelujah! Praise the LORD, O my soul!
2 I will praise the LORD as long as I live. I will sing praises to my God while I have my being.
3 Put not your trust in rulers, in mortals in whom there is no help.
4 When they breathe their last, they return to earth, and in that day their thoughts perish.
5 Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help, whose hope is in the LORD their God;
6 who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; who keeps promises forever;
7 who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to those who hunger. The LORD sets the captive free.
8 The LORD opens the eyes of the blind; the LORD lifts up those who are bowed down; the LORD loves the righteous.
9 The LORD cares for the stranger; the LORD sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way of the wicked.
10 The LORD shall reign forever, your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. Hallelujah!
Amen.

LECTOR: SECOND READING: Hebrews 9:24-28
24 Christ did not enter a sanctuary made by human hands, a mere copy of the true one, but he entered into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God on our behalf. 25 Nor was it to offer himself again and again, as the high priest enters the Holy Place year after year with blood that is not his own; 26 for then he would have had to suffer again and again since the foundation of the world. But as it is, he has appeared once for all at the end of the age to remove sin by the sacrifice of himself. 27 And just as it is appointed for mortals to die once, and after that the judgment, 28 so Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time, not to deal with sin, but to save those who are eagerly waiting for him.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 151)
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia.
Please stand for the gospel

P: GOSPEL: Mark 12:38-44
The holy gospel according to Mark.  
Glory to you, O Lord.
38 As [Jesus] taught, he said, “Beware of the scribes, who like to walk around in long robes, and to be greeted with respect in the marketplaces, 39 and to have the best seats in the synagogues and places of honor at banquets! 40 They devour widows’ houses and for the sake of appearance say long prayers. They will receive the greater condemnation.” 41 He sat down opposite the treasury, and watched the crowd putting money into the treasury. Many rich people put in large sums. 42 A poor widow came and put in two small copper coins, which are worth a penny. 43 Then he called his disciples and said to them, “Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put in more than all those who are contributing to the treasury. 44 For all of them have contributed out of their abundance; but she out of her poverty has put in everything she had, all she had to live on.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

AM: PLEASE TURN TO HYMN 756
Please stand as you are willing and able. 
HYMN OF THE DAY: Eternal Father, Strong to Save (ELW 756)

AM: APOSTLE'S CREED
We continue as we confess our faith using the words of the Apostle's Creed.  
CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PASTOR AND ASSISTING MINISTER: PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Rooted in God’s abundant love for the world, let us pray for our neighbors, the church, and all of creation.
Renew your church, O God. Make us servants to one another for the sake of the gospel. Instill a heart for service and a passion for justice in our bishops, deacons, pastors, and lay leaders. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Renew your creation, O God. Sustain the earth and seas and all that is in them. Kindle in us a reverent awe for all creatures great and small, and strengthen us in our pursuit of climate justice. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Renew the nations, O God. Heal our nation’s veterans from the unseen wounds of war. Tend to their trauma and soothe burdened consciences. Guide leaders of the world to end conflicts and pursue peace. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Renew your people, O God. Protect those in our communities who are vulnerable or ill, especially Kiki; Lynn Bennett; Arnette Calkins; Vicki Crow; Reba Dyer; Ruth Ditsch; Yvonne Fields; Doris Hays; Sarge Hunter; Patricia Lee; Pat Loughboro; Patsy Loughboro; Donna McCain; Jean Miles; Sandra Miller; Thordis Moe; Carol Morris; Michael Myers; Esther Neumen; Marilyn Rieti; Dee Seel; Amy Sinclair; Joyce Stromberg; Diana Ward; Harold Whitford; the homebound; the emergency responders; and those grieving and anticipating surgery or tests. At this time, we also pray for those we name aloud or silently in our hearts. Accompany persons who are unemployed or underemployed, children who are in foster care, and those who live alone. Watch over and uphold them. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Renew this congregation, O God. Give us clarity in our mission and boldness in our witness. Bless our ministries that attend to basic needs of any who lack sufficient resources, that all may live with dignity. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Happy are those whose help was in you. We give thanks for all your faithful ones who praised you as their God all their life long. As we eagerly wait for you, inspire us by their lives of service. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
We offer our prayers to you, gracious God, trusting in your boundless love for all that you have made, through Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.

P: PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

P: OFFERING
The Offering Highlight for this week is Women of the ELCA, otherwise known
as W-ELCA. It’s an organization within, and in support of the church. Women
gather for Bible study, quilting, special events and more here at Faith, in our
synod, and beyond. Their offerings of time, talent and treasure are given to
W-ELCA over and above their regular offerings given to the church. The same
women who are active in W-ELCA also serve in every aspect of our life here at
Faith - as Church Council and committee members, worship helpers, and
more. Something happens when women come together to strengthen their
relationship with God and with each other. That something – that Someone –
is the Holy Spirit! All women are always welcome!

AM: OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and nourish your whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way, that all may know your care; and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

AM: PLEASE TURN TO HYMN 838
Please feel free to either listen to our musical offering or sing along
MUSICAL OFFERING: Beautiful Savior (ELW 838, vs. 1, 2, 4-Requested)

P: GREAT THANKSGIVING
DIALOGUE (ELW p. 152)
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
 
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P: PREFACE (ELW p. 153)
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God. You reveal your glory as the glory of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit: equal in majesty, undivided in splendor, one Lord, one God, ever to be adored in your eternal glory. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ALL SING) (ELW p. 153)
Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might: Heav’n and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

P: THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
 
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in glory.
 
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.
Amen.

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

P: INSTRUCTION FOR COMMUNION
As you are comfortable, you are invited to come forward to receive communion. All of God’s children are welcome to Christ’s table.
Gather at the altar rail to receive the communion elements or if you wish to receive a blessing, please cross your arms over your chest. You may commune yourself once you’ve received the communion elements. Please commune the bread first, turn over the vessel and then carefully open the grape juice. A gluten-free option is available upon request. Please deposit empty cups in the provided baskets on your way back to your seat.
If you would like communion brought to you at your seat, indicate by raising your hand for the Assisting Minister to see and they will bring communion to you.

P: INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.

DURING DISTRIBUTION:  Now the Silence (ELW 460)
     Just As I Am, without One Plea (ELW 592)
    Eat This Bread: Jesus Christ, Bread of Life (ELW 472)

P: COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen.

AM: PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.
God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

P: BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.
Amen.

P: PLEASE TURN TO HYMN 536
Please stand as you are willing and able. 
SENDING SONG: God Be with You Till We Meet Again (ELW 536, vs. 1, 2)

AM: DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

AM: INVITATION
The Church Council Members invite guests and visitors to come and meet us in the narthex as you exit so that we can meet and welcome you. All are welcome to join us in the Fellowship Hall for cookies, coffee and conversation. 
THIS WEEK AT FAITH
Monday, the 11th: Veteran's Day; Strategic Planning meets at 1:00
Tuesday, the 12th: Hymn Planners meet at 10:00; WELCA Board meets at 12:30; Outreach Team meets at 3:30
Wednesday, the 13th: Mary Circle meets at 10:00; Remembering & Honoring meets at 2:00
Thursday, the 14th: Cheer/Eucharistic Team meets at 4:00; Pr. Ken's Zoom Bible Study begins at 7:00
Friday, the 15th: Stewardship meets at 10:00; Al-Anon meets at 10:30
Sunday, the 17th: Worship begins at 9:30 led by Roderick Sinclair
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