Worship Plan for Sunday, February 18, 2024 * First Sunday in Lent

Introduction to the day
On Ash Wednesday the church began its journey toward baptismal immersion in the death and resurrection of Christ. This year, the Sundays in Lent lead us to focus on five covenants God makes in the Hebrew Scriptures and to use them as lenses through which to view baptism. First Peter connects the way God saved Noah’s family in the flood with the way God saves us through the water of baptism. The baptismal covenant is made with us individually, but the new life we are given in baptism is for the sake of the whole world.

GOSPEL MESSAGE: How Beloved You Are!
Jesus’ journey to the cross and resurrection begins with his baptism. As the church journeys with Jesus through Lent and toward Easter, we each remember our own baptism, and our life in Christ is renewed.
At the Jordan River, God stops at nothing to declare Jesus beloved. Not even the sky can cloud the message; God tears open the heavens and proclaims it loud and clear. Now each time we dip our hands into the font or trace the sign of the cross over our bodies, we remember this promise anew: “You are a beloved child of God.” Nothing can separate you from God’s love.
Immediately after baptism, Jesus must contend with Satan and wild beasts in the wilderness. Then, before Jesus’ ministry begins, John is arrested. The Gospel of Mark doesn’t give the fact more than a passing mention at this point in the story, but John’s arrest and subsequent death make for a trauma that comes at a crucial moment in Jesus’ life. How was Jesus able to begin his ministry after all he had been through? And how are we, who have experienced temptation, torment, or trauma, to journey on?
The journey is not easy for Jesus, and neither will it be for us. But it’s amazing what is possible when you know just how beloved you are. How long must the voice of God have echoed in Jesus’ mind after that baptism day! Perhaps the angels whispered in his ear as they waited on him: “You are beloved. With you God is well pleased.” Every Sunday, we return to the waters because we can never have too many reminders. When times get tough, we can trust in the promises of God made to us in baptism. This is a flood that saves us. These waters bring new life out of death. God’s love will stop at nothing. Today, remember just how beloved you are!
ASSISTING MINISTER: WELCOME
Welcome to Faith Lutheran Church, where grace and love abound. While we wait and prepare for a new pastor, we invite you to participate fully in the vibrant life of the congregation, and to join us in prayer as we continue to serve God and God's people during this time of transition. Today our guest pastor is Pr. Shane Freiberg. 

ASSISTING MINISTER: ANNOUNCEMENTS
Tuesday, the 20th: 4 Plus 1 Group meets at 10:00; the Fellowship Team meets at 2:00
Wednesday, the 21st: WELCA Board meeting at 10:00; the Finance Team meets at 1:00; Lent Soup & Study begins at 5:00
Thursday, the 22nd: Fellowship Hall clean up begins at 2:00. All are welcome!
Friday, the 23rd: Al-Anon meets at 10:30
Today’s altar flowers were given by Judy Appel in remembrance of Don's birthday.
The final score of Faith's Soup-er Bowl are in!! The Kansas City Chiefs collected 29 cans of soup and the San Francisco 49ers collected 39 cans! The total of 68 cans of soup have been donated to The Menifee Community Cupboard! Thanks go out to all of you for your generous donations!
For the month of February, we are collecting pasta, grocery bags, and empty egg cartons for the Community Cupboard. Please place donations in the wire basket in the foyer.
Today is the official launch day for Soles4Souls, an initiative the Outreach Committee has launched to collect gently used or new shoes. If you have shoes to donate, but don't have them with you today, please bring them in as soon as possible.
Our Lent Soup & Study gatherings begin Wednesday at 5:00 and will be held every Wednesday during Lent. There is a sign up sheet in the Narthex...please sign up to attend and/or to bring soup.
You are all invited to attend the graveside service for Jerome Stoner on February 26th at Riverside National Cemetery beginning at 1:45 (you can arrive up to 30 minutes prior).
We are hosting a community meeting here at Faith with the City of Menifee about the park project. The City will be providing all the information about the park, including renderings, and will be available to answer questions. We will be providing refreshments and would like to encourage all members to attend. Please mark your calendars and join us on Monday, March 4th at 1:00pm.

For more information and a complete monthly calendar, contact the church office. You can also go to the narthex and sign up to have the Forecaster and weekly announcements sent to you via email or via phone call.   Thank you!

SILENCE
Let us take a moment of silence to quiet our hearts and minds and prepare for worship.

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

This is the day that the Lord has made.
Let us rejoice and be glad in it!

AND NOW PLEASE TURN TO HYMN 327
Please stand as you are willing and able. 
GATHERING SONG: Through the Night of Doubt and Sorrow (ELW 327) 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever.
Amen.
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. 
Holy God, heavenly Father, in the waters of the flood you saved the chosen, and in the wilderness of temptation you protected your Son from sin. Renew us in the gift of baptism. May your holy angels be with us, that the wicked foe may have no power over us, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

CHILDREN'S CHAT

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Genesis 9:8-17
8God said to Noah and to his sons with him, 9“As for me, I am establishing my covenant with you and your descendants after you, 10and with every living creature that is with you, the birds, the domestic animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as many as came out of the ark. 11I establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.” 12God said, “This is the sign of the covenant that I make between me and you and every living creature that is with you, for all future generations: 13I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and the earth. 14When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, 15I will remember my covenant that is between me and you and every living creature of all flesh; and the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. 16When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the earth.” 17God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant that I have established between me and all flesh that is on the earth.”
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALMODY: Psalm 25:1-10
1To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul.
2My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame, nor let my enemies triumph over me.
3Let none who look to you be put to shame; rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous.
4Show me your ways, O LORD, and teach me your paths.
5Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all the day long.
6Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love, for they are from everlasting.
7Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your goodness, O LORD.
8You are gracious and upright, O LORD; therefore you teach sinners in your way.
9You lead the lowly in justice and teach the lowly your way.
10All your paths, O LORD, are steadfast love and faithfulness to those who keep your covenant and your testimonies. 
Amen.

SECOND READING: 1 Peter 3:18-22
18Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, 19in which also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, 20who in former times did not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved through water. 21And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 151)
Return to the Lord, your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love.

GOSPEL: Mark 1:9-15
The holy gospel according to Mark. 
Glory to you, O Lord.
9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. 11And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 12And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. 13He was in the wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the angels waited on him. 14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, 15and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good news.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

AND NOW PLEASE TURN TO HYMN 325
Please stand as you are willing and able. 
HYMN OF THE DAY: I Want Jesus to Walk with Me (ELW 325) 

ASSISTING MINISTER: APOSTLE'S CREED
We continue as we confess our faith using the words of the Apostle's Creed.  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PASTOR AND ASSISTING MINISTER: PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Trusting in God’s promise to reconcile all things, let us pray for the church, the well-being of creation, and a world in need.
God our truth, the ark of your church has room for many expressions of faith. We give thanks for voices that challenge and awaken your people. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God our maker, you remember your covenant with the earth and its inhabitants. Rescue communities and creatures hurting from natural disasters. Preserve species and habitats endangered by human carelessness and disregard. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God our light, you know our weakness. Free all who govern from the temptations of power. Sustain all who work for human rights in every nation. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God our help, you care for your beloved children. Comfort all who are grieving, ill, afraid, in pain, or in despair. Feed hungry people living in food deserts. Protect any at risk from exploitation and abuse. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God our home, you gather your people. Grant us health and safety as we assemble. Keep us mindful of any who are homebound, hospitalized, convalescing, or traveling, especially Jamie; JoLynne Buehring; Arnette Calkins; Vicki Crow; Frank Ehrig; Carole Erickson; Danny Johnson; Eileen Johnson and family; Lorna Harrison; Patsy Loughboro; Donna McCain; Sandra Miller; Thordis Moe; Carol Morris; Michael Myers; Arlene Rickards; Marilyn Rieti; Dee Seel;  Joyce Stromberg; the Varsobia family; Diana Ward; Michael Weller; the homebound; the emergency responders; and those grieving and anticipating surgery/tests. At this time, we also pray for those we name aloud or silently in our hearts. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God our hope, you promise eternal life to your beloved children. We remember with gratitude those who have lived and died in faith. Grant that we may also dwell with you in everlasting peace. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Accompany us on our journey, God of grace, and receive the prayers of our hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERING
At this time, we remember that the giving of our offering is an authentic part of worship. During this time of transition your gifts of your time, talents, treasures, or a combination of them will sustain our ministries to the community and to our own family of faith. We give, as God has given so abundantly to us. Thank you so much for all the ways you give and help to make the ministries of this church possible!
 
ASSISTING MINISTER: OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of grace and life. Bless us and these your gifts, which we receive from your bounty, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

AND NOW, PLEASE TURN TO HYMN 804 
Please feel free to either listen to our musical offering or sing along
MUSICAL OFFERING: Come Down, O Love Divine (ELW 804, vs. 1 & 2)

GREAT THANKSGIVING
DIALOGUE (ELW p. 152)
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
 
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
PREFACE (ELW p. 153)
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 153)
Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might: Heav’n and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
 
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in glory.
 
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.
Amen.

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INSTRUCTION FOR COMMUNION
As you are comfortable, you are invited to come forward to receive communion. All of God’s children are welcome to Christ’s table.
 
Gather at the altar rail to receive the communion elements or if you wish to receive a blessing, please cross your arms over your chest. You may commune yourself once you’ve received the communion elements. Please commune the bread first, turn over the vessel and then carefully open the grape juice. A gluten-free option is available upon request. Please deposit empty cups in the provided baskets on your way back to your seat.
 
If you would like communion brought to you at your seat, indicate by raising your hand for the Assisting Minister to see and they will bring communion to you.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.

DURING DISTRIBUTION: One Bread, One Body (ELW 496)
DURING DISTRIBUTION: Eat This Bread: Jesus Christ, Bread of Life (ELW 472)

COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.
Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. Sustain us in our Lenten pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for justice; our alms, a making of peace; and our prayer, the song of grateful hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.
Amen.

AND NOW PLEASE TURN TO HYMN 597
Please stand as you are willing and able. 
SENDING SONG: My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less (ELW 597)

ASSISTING MINISTER: DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

INVITATION
The Church Council Members invite guests and visitors to come and meet us in the narthex as you exit so that we can meet and welcome you. All are welcome to join us in the Fellowship Hall for cookies, coffee and conversation. 
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