Worship Plan for Sunday, December 13, 2020
3 Advent
Third Sunday of Advent
ELW Holy Communion Setting Four
Sunday, December 13, 2020
Introduction to the day
“Rejoice always,” begins the reading from 1 Thessalonians. Isaiah and the
psalmist make clear that God is turning our mourning into laughter and
shouts of joy. “All God’s children got a robe,” go the words of a spiritual. It
is not so much a stately, formal, pressed outfit as it is a set of party clothes,
clothes we are happy to wear. We receive that robe in baptism, and in
worship we gather for a foretaste of God’s party.
GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
GREETING
Welcome to worship today, we are glad to have you with our Faith Lutheran
Church community. I'm Pr. John Barton and I will be leading our service
today.
This is the day that the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad in it!
Praise Christ, no cloudy day, no isolation, no fear can darken the light
which Jesus shines in our lives!
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Monday: Exec. Board 1pm
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Other:

For more information and a complete monthly calendar, contact the church
office. Thank you!
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who forgives all our sin,
whose mercy endures forever.
Amen.
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning
us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit
that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the
fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Gracious God,
have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and
given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly
repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown,
things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to
you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you
in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for
his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of
the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the
entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩
Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears to the
words of your prophets, that, anointed by your Spirit, we may testify to your
light; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
FIRST READING:
A reading from Isaiah.
1
The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me,
because the LORD has anointed me;
he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed,
to bind up the brokenhearted,
to proclaim liberty to the captives,
and release to the prisoners;
2
to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor,
and the day of vengeance of our God;
to comfort all who mourn;
3
to provide for those who mourn in Zion—
to give them a garland instead of ashes,
the oil of gladness instead of mourning,
the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit.
They will be called oaks of righteousness,
the planting of the LORD, to display his glory.
4
They shall build up the ancient ruins,
they shall raise up the former devastations;
they shall repair the ruined cities,
the devastations of many generations.
8

For I the LORD love justice,
I hate robbery and wrongdoing;
I will faithfully give them their recompense,
and I will make an everlasting covenant with them.
9
Their descendants shall be known among the nations,
and their offspring among the peoples;
all who see them shall acknowledge
that they are a people whom the LORD has blessed.
10
I will greatly rejoice in the LORD,
my whole being shall exult in my God;
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation,
he has covered me with the robe of righteousness,
as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland,
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.
11
For as the earth brings forth its shoots,

and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up,
so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise
to spring up before all the nations.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
SECOND READING:
A reading from 1 Thessalonians.
16
Rejoice always, 17pray without ceasing, 18give thanks in all circumstances;
for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 19Do not quench the Spirit.
20
Do not despise the words of prophets, 21but test everything; hold fast to
what is good; 22abstain from every form of evil.
23
May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit
and soul and body be kept sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ. 24The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do this.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
CHILDRENS CHAT
GOSPEL:
The Holy Gospel According to

Luke 1:46b-55
46bMy soul proclaims the greatness | of the Lord,
47my spirit rejoices in | God my Savior,
48for you, Lord, have looked with favor on your | lowly servant.
From this day all generations will | call me blessed:
49you, the Almighty, have done great | things for me
and holy | is your name.
50You have mercy on | those who fear you,
from generation to | generation.
51You have shown strength | with your arm
and scattered the proud in | their conceit,
52casting down the mighty | from their thrones
and lifting | up the lowly.

53You have filled the hungry | with good things
and sent the rich | away empty.
54You have come to the aid of your | servant Israel,
to remember the prom- | ise of mercy,
55the promise made | to our forbears,
to Abraham and his chil- | dren forever.
The gospel of the Lord.

The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.
6
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a
witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He
himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light.
19

This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and
Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 20He confessed and did
not deny it, but confessed, “I am not the Messiah.” 21And they asked him,
“What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the prophet?” He
answered, “No.” 22Then they said to him, “Who are you? Let us have an
answer for those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 23He said,
“I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness,
‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ ”
as the prophet Isaiah said.
24
Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. 25They asked him, “Why
then are you baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the
prophet?” 26John answered them, “I baptize with water. Among you stands
one whom you do not know, 27the one who is coming after me; I am not
worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.” 28This took place in Bethany across
the Jordan where John was baptizing.
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY
CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread
use.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
God of power and might, shine your radiance and come quickly to this
weary world. Hear our prayers for everyone in need.
God of preachers and messengers, you have entrusted your church with
the work of proclaiming good news. Strengthen the witness of bishops,
pastors, deacons, church musicians, lay leaders, and all people who
contribute their prayers and talents to public worship (the congregation’s
worship leaders may be named). Embed your word in their hearts. Hear us,
O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of every living creature, you announce the year of your favor for all of
creation. Extend your kindness and relief to endangered animals and
plants. Strengthen the human beings who rely on the rhythms of nature to
make their living. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of all peoples and nations, you plant us as your oaks of righteousness
and ask us to care for one another. Be present with the leaders of every

nation as they govern. Give them a spirit of righteousness, that your
goodness and mercy is revealed through their actions. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of exiles and wanderers, you repair what was once destroyed. We
pray for people who have been displaced from their homes by fire, flood,
earthquake, or storm (survivors of recent natural disasters may be named).
Support the work of Lutheran World Relief, Lutheran Disaster Response,
and all disaster relief organizations in their recovery efforts. Hear us, O
God.
Your mercy is great.
God of the powerful and helpless, you clothe us with strength when our
spirits are weak and weary. Bestow your spirit upon this congregation and
empower us to comfort the people who turn to us in times of need. Make
your church a place of refuge and healing. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of sinners and saints, you offer joy even in the midst of our grief. We
are grateful for the beloved, imperfect people whose lives testified to your
radiant love (especially Lucy, martyr of the church). Anoint all who mourn
with the oil of gladness. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
PRAYER LIST
Gloria Anderson; Nancy Blackmer; Julie Chevraux; Vicki Crow; Bob Eury;
Sonja Gautsche; Jim & Joni Gray; Francis Key; Iver & Lois Linge; Carol
Morris; Pat Myers; Ron Neumen; Tina Peteroski & Peggy Wharton &
family; Edy Rose; Dee Seel; Jan Simon; Amy Sinclair; Earlean Wagner;
Mary Yturralde; the homebound; the Emergency responders; and those
grieving and anticipating surgery/tests.
If you would like your name added to our prayer list, please contact the
church office.

PRAYER IN PANDEMIC
Merciful God, you give us the grace that helps in time of need. Almighty
God, your love never fails. Help us to receive your word with believing

hearts, so that, confident in your promises, we may have hope and be lifted
out of sorrow into the joy and peace of your presence.
God of health and healing, surround us with your steadfast love and lighten
our burden. We especially pray for those affected by COVID-19 and those
who have lost loved ones.
We also hold in prayer our healthcare providers, first responders, essential
workers, and all who continue to serve so that others can maintain safety.
By the power of your Spirit, free us from distress and give us a new mind
and a heart made whole in the name of the risen Christ.
Amen
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
OFFERING
At this time, we remember that the giving of our offering is an authentic part
of worship.
In this time of the offering, in place of passing around the offering plate, we
ask that you continue to mail your offerings to the church, to drop them off
during office hours, or use your bank's bill pay service. We will emphasize
this time of offering as a time for us to also give thanks for God’s gifts. One
of those gifts is our community of Faith Lutheran Church and the gift of
keeping us together through the work of the Holy Spirit and the work of our
Faith family. So thank you for the phone calls to each other, for your
prayers for each other, for all the ways you have been giving your gifts to
God’s church and one another.
Thank you so much!

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open your
hand in blessing. Fill us with good things at your table, that we may come
to the help of all in need, through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and Lord.
Amen.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
GREAT THANKSGIVING

DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
INSTRUCTION OF COMMUNION AT HOME
Let us pray,
Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care:
As you sent the angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread,
be present with those who partake and share your word and sacrament.
We remember you in the celebration of the sacrament and remember that
you unite us as the body of Christ whether we are together in-person or
together while apart.
In your love and care, nourish and strengthen those who will receive this
sacrament,
and give us all the comfort of your abiding presence
through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.
At this point in the service, for those at home, please bring bread and drink
for communion, preferably wine or grape juice but it can also be water. If
you have communion elements gathered, I'd invite you to share with
anyone in your household, and if you do not, know that the restoration and
healing found in this sacrament still reaches you wherever you are.
While worshipping during the pandemic, we will be instituting communion a
bit differently. These Words of Institution bless the eucharistic elements
wherever you are, trusting in the all-reaching power and grace of God to
provide the complete and total sacrament to us in these extraordinary times

when we come to Christ's table in our own way and our own place. Once
you have your eucharistic elements of bread and drink, and after the words
of institution, you may commune yourself along with anyone else in your
household. In all cases, you may commune saying:
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen.
And so,
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.
COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.
God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have
united us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us
forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love
to the world and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.
MUSIC REMINDER
Be sure to watch our separate prelude and postlude music selections if you
haven't already. Those videos can be found above and below this worship
video on our website.
SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.
Amen.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.
From sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

