
Worship Plan for Sunday, November 19, 2023 * 25th Sunday after Pentecost 
 
Introduction to the day 
Our readings during November speak of the end times. Zephaniah proclaims that 
the coming day of the LORD will be filled with wrath and distress. Paul says it will 
come like a thief in the night and urges us to be awake and sober. Jesus tells the 
parable of the talents, calling us to use our gifts, while we still have time, for the 
greater and common good. In a world filled with violence and despair, we gather 
around signs of hope—word, water, bread, and wine—eager to welcome the good 
news of Christ’s coming among us. 

 

GATHERING: The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

GREETING 
Welcome to worship today, we are glad to have you with our Faith Lutheran Church 
community. I'm Pr. John Barton and I will be leading our service today. This is the 
day that the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad in it! 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

 

ASSISTING MINISTER: ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Tuesday, the 21st: The 4 Plus 1 Group meets at 10:00 in person 

Wednesday, the 22nd: The Finance Team meets at 1:00 in person and on Zoom 

Thursday, the 23rd: Thanksgiving! 

Friday, the 24th: Al-Anon meets at 10:30 in the Fellowship Hall 

For the month of November, we are collecting canned chili, grocery bags, and empty 
egg cartons for the Community Cupboard. Please place donations in the wire basket 
in the foyer. 

You may enjoy a free Thanksgiving Meal at the Kay Ceniceros Senior Center on 
Thanksgiving Day. Reservations are required. Please call 951-672-9673 to make your 
reservation. 

If you don't have plans for Thanksgiving and would like to celebrate with one of our 
church families, give the office a call. Lynn with pair you up with a family and be sure 
you have a ride to and from the home if needed! 



Our Faith Lutheran Church family will be donating gift cards to seniors in need in our 
community. Your donations will be going to The Menifee Valley Community 
Cupboard. Please stop by The Christmas Giving Tree in the Narthex for full 
instructions! 

 

An earring was found in the sanctuary. It is a round amethyst stone in a gold setting. 
If this is yours, please see Lynn. 

 

For more information and a complete monthly calendar, contact the church 
office. You can also go to the narthex and sign up to have the Forecaster and weekly 
announcements sent to you via email or via phone call. Thank you! 

 

TEMPLE TALK: Amy Sinclair 

 

SILENCE: Let us take a moment of silence to quiet our hearts and minds and prepare 
for worship. 

 

AND NOW PLEASE TURN TO HYMN 834 
Please stand as you are willing and able.  
GATHERING SONG: Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise (ELW 834) 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy 
endures forever. 
Amen. 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from 
our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may 
confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 
our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on 
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk 
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 



In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake 
God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, 
and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, 

in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
Righteous God, our merciful master, you own the earth and all its peoples, and you 
give us all that we have. Inspire us to serve you with justice and wisdom, and prepare 
us for the joy of the day of your coming, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

 

CHILDREN'S CHAT 

 

WORD: God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

FIRST READING: Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18  
7Be silent before the Lord GOD! For the day of the LORD is at hand; the LORD has 
prepared a sacrifice, he has consecrated his guests. 12At that time I will search 
Jerusalem with lamps, and I will punish the people who rest complacently on their 
dregs, those who say in their hearts, “The LORD will not do good, nor will he do 
harm.” 13Their wealth shall be plundered, and their houses laid waste. Though they 
build houses, they shall not inhabit them; though they plant vineyards, they shall 
not drink wine from them. 14The great day of the LORD is near, near and hastening 
fast; the sound of the day of the LORD is bitter, the warrior cries aloud there. 15That 
day will be a day of wrath, a day of distress and anguish, a day of ruin and 
devastation, a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and thick darkness, 16a 
day of trumpet blast and battle cry against the fortified cities and against the lofty 
battlements. 17I will bring such distress upon people that they shall walk like the 
blind; because they have sinned against the LORD, their blood shall be poured out 
like dust, and their flesh like dung. 18Neither their silver nor their gold will be able to 
save them on the day of the LORD’s wrath; in the fire of his passion the whole earth 
shall be consumed; for a full, a terrible end he will make of all the inhabitants of the 
earth. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 



PSALMODY: Psalm 90:1-8, 12 
1Lord, you have been our refuge from one generation to another. 
2Before the mountains were brought forth, or the land and the earth were born, 
from age to age you are God. 
3You turn us back to the dust and say, “Turn back, O children of earth.” 
4For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday when it is past and like a 
watch in the night; 
5you sweep them away like a dream, they fade away suddenly like the grass: 
6in the morning it is green and flourishes; in the evening it is dried up and 
withered. 
7For we are consumed by your anger; we are afraid because of your wrath. 
8Our iniquities you have set before you, and our secret sins in the light of your 
countenance. 
12So teach us to number our days that we may apply our hearts to wisdom.  
Amen. 

 

SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 
1Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not need 
to have anything written to you. 2For you yourselves know very well that the day of 
the Lord will come like a thief in the night. 3When they say, “There is peace and 
security,” then sudden destruction will come upon them, as labor pains come upon 
a pregnant woman, and there will be no escape! 4But you, beloved, are not in 
darkness, for that day to surprise you like a thief; 5for you are all children of light 
and children of the day; we are not of the night or of darkness. 6So then let us not 
fall asleep as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober; 7for those who sleep 
sleep at night, and those who are drunk get drunk at night. 8But since we belong to 
the day, let us be sober, and put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a 
helmet the hope of salvation. 9For God has destined us not for wrath but for 
obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10who died for us, so that whether 
we are awake or asleep we may live with him. 11Therefore encourage one another 
and build up each other, as indeed you are doing. 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 151) 
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. 

 



GOSPEL: Matthew 25:14-30 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 14“For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned 
his slaves and entrusted his property to them; 15to one he gave five talents, to 
another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. 
16The one who had received the five talents went off at once and traded with them, 
and made five more talents. 17In the same way, the one who had the two talents 
made two more talents. 18But the one who had received the one talent went off and 
dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. 19After a long time the master 
of those slaves came and settled accounts with them. 20Then the one who had 
received the five talents came forward, bringing five more talents, saying, ‘Master, 
you handed over to me five talents; see, I have made five more talents.’ 21His master 
said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in 
a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your 
master.’ 22And the one with the two talents also came forward, saying, ‘Master, you 
handed over to me two talents; see, I have made two more talents.’ 23His master 
said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in 
a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your 
master.’ 24Then the one who had received the one talent also came forward, saying, 
‘Master, I knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and 
gathering where you did not scatter seed; 25so I was afraid, and I went and hid your 
talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.’ 26But his master replied, ‘You 
wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I did not sow, and gather 
where I did not scatter? 27Then you ought to have invested my money with the 
bankers, and on my return I would have received what was my own with interest. 
28So take the talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten talents. 29For to all 
those who have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but from 
those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away. 30As for this 
worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping 
and gnashing of teeth.’ ” 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON 

 

 



AND NOW PLEASE TURN TO HYMN 685 
Please stand as you are willing and able.  
HYMN OF THE DAY: Take My Life, That I May Be (ELW 685) 

 

ASSISTING MINISTER: APOSTLE'S CREED 
We continue as we confess our faith using the words of the Apostle's Creed.   
CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in 
Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended 
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge 
the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 
life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PASTOR AND ASSISTING MINISTER: PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Let us turn our hearts to God, our breath and life, as we pray for the church, the 
world, and all who are in need. 

Gracious God, you give talents and gifts to all your people, and you equip the church 
to serve. Turn us from fear and self-serving ways, that we use our talents to glorify 
you and encourage our neighbor. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
You have been our dwelling place from one generation to another. Sustain the life 
of the planet; protect farmlands and harvests. Direct all people in wise stewardship 
of all the earth’s resources. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
You call us to honesty and integrity. Instill these values in the hearts of all nations 
and their leaders. Free any who are oppressed, expose all corruption, and bring 
redemption to victims of injustice. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
You teach us to count our days that we may gain a wise heart. Where there is 
sickness or sorrow, bring healing, and where there is loneliness, reveal your love in 
community. We remember before you, especially Jamie, JoLynne Buehring; Arnette 
Calkins; Ellie Clark; Vicki Crow; Arlene Dressler; Carole Erickson; Danny Johnson; Don 
Little; Alonna Lopez; Patsy Loughboro; Donna McCain; Jean Miles; Sandra Miller; 



Thordis Moe; Carol Morris; Michael Myers; Sheila Neal; Ray and June Paxton; Joelle 
Ramos; Marilyn Rieti; Ashleigh Schmits; Dee Seel; Amy Sinclair; the Stone family; 
Joyce Stromberg; Jim and Kay Thomas; the Thomas family; David Vendetti, Diana 
Ward; Michael Weller; the homebound; the emergency responders; and those 
grieving and anticipating surgery/tests. At this time, we also pray for those we name 
aloud or silently in our hearts. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
We pray for the faith formation ministries of our church. Give to all children, youth, 
and adults who study your word the breastplate of faith and love. Shape us by your 
love and show us how to encourage one another. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Gracious God, you are faithful in all generations. For the promise of life and rest and 
for the witness of those who have died in faith we praise your goodness. Hear us, O 
God. 
Your mercy is great. 
We offer our spoken prayers and those held in our hearts trusting in your mercy; 
through Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

 

PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 

 

OFFERING 
At this time, we remember that the giving of our offering is an authentic part of 
worship. Whether you give of your time, talents, or treasures, a combination of 
them, or are discerning how you can give to God's beloved community, thank you 
so much for all the ways you give and help to make the ministries of this church 
possible! 

 

ASSISTING MINISTER: OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and nourish 
your whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way, that all 
may know your care; and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

 



During the musical offering, we invite you to bring your pledges forward to the 
receptacles in front of the altar.  
 

AND NOW, PLEASE TURN TO HYMN 592 
Please feel free to either listen to our musical offering or sing along 
MUSICAL OFFERING: Just As I Am, without One Plea (Alan Jackson; ELW 592) 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
DIALOGUE (ELW p. 152) 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

  

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

PREFACE (ELW p. 153) 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God. You reveal your glory as 
the glory of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit: equal in majesty, undivided in 
splendor, one Lord, one God, ever to be adored in your eternal glory. And so, with 
all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise 
your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 153) 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might: Heav’n and earth are full of 
your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 
Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love 
you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who 
preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

  

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 



 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his 
coming in glory. 

  

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share 
this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you 
and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INSTRUCTION FOR COMMUNION 
As you are comfortable, you are invited to come forward to receive communion. All 
of God’s children are welcome to Christ’s table. 

  

Gather at the altar rail to receive the communion elements or if you wish to receive 
a blessing, please cross your arms over your chest. You may commune yourself once 
you’ve received the communion elements. Please commune the bread first, turn 
over the vessel and then carefully open the grape juice. A gluten- free option is 
available upon request. Please deposit empty cups in the provided baskets on your 
way back to your seat. 

  

If you would like communion brought to you at your seat, indicate by raising your 
hand for the Assisting Minister to see and they will bring communion to you. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

 

DURING DISTRIBUTION: Here Is Bread (ELW 483) 
DURING DISTRIBUTION: Eat This Bread: Jesus Christ, Bread of Life (ELW 472) 

 



COMMUNION 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. 
God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united us 
with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the power of 
your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue 
forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 

 

BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
Amen. 

 

AND NOW PLEASE TURN TO HYMN 818 
Please stand as you are willing and able.  
SENDING SONG: O Master, Let Me Walk with You (ELW 818) 
 
ASSISTING MINISTER: DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
INVITATION 
The Church Council Members and I would like to invite guests and visitors to come 
and meet us in the narthex as you exit so that we can meet and welcome you.   
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