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Introduction to the day 

In today’s second reading Paul questions why we judge one another, since we all stand before 

the judgment of God. Yet we do sin against one another, and Jesus’ challenge that we forgive 

seventy-seven times reveals God’s boundless mercy. When we hear the words of forgiveness in 

worship and sign ourselves with the cross, we are renewed in baptism to be signs of 

reconciliation in the world. 

 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

 

GREETING 

Welcome to worship today, we are glad to have you worship with the Faith Lutheran Church 

community. I'm Pr. John Barton and I will be leading our service today.  

This is the day that the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad in it! Praise Christ, no cloudy 

day, no isolation, no fear can darken the light which Jesus shines in our lives! 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Today is “God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday.” All across our denomination, the ELCA, churches 

and individuals are participating in acts of service toward their neighbor. Last year, members of 

our church helped to do a church cleanup. This year, as you have probably realized, things have 

changed a bit. However, just because the times have changed, our desire to serve our neighbor 

has not. So here is a message from Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton telling us a bit more about 

this Sunday of service and different ways we can serve this year.   

 

One way our congregation is serving our community is through support of our local Community 

Cupboard. Our Outreach committee is helping to coordinate the purchase of food through 

Thrivent Action Grants, as well as sending other donations of food and money to the cupboard. 

Please contact our Outreach Chair, David Moe, to be a part of this service project.  

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 



Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who forgives all our sin, 

whose mercy endures forever. 

Amen. 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to 

live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive 

your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Gracious God, 

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the 

power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our 

sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us 

again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of 

life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives 

us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I 

therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of 

the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.  

O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness. Replace our 

hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore you, that we may delight in doing your will, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

FIRST READING: 

A reading from Genesis. 
15Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still bears a grudge 

against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?” 16So they approached 

Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction before he died, 17‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, 

forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in harming you.’ Now therefore please 

forgive the crime of the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to 

him. 18Then his brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said, “We are here as your slaves.” 
19But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of God? 20Even though you 

intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as 

he is doing today. 21So have no fear; I myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In this 

way he reassured them, speaking kindly to them. 



The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

SECOND READING: 

A reading from Romans. 
1Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling over opinions. 
2Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. 3Those who eat must not 

despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass judgment on those who eat; for 

God has welcomed them. 4Who are you to pass judgment on servants of another? It is before 

their own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them 

stand. 

  5Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be alike. Let all 

be fully convinced in their own minds. 6Those who observe the day, observe it in honor of the 

Lord. Also those who eat, eat in honor of the Lord, since they give thanks to God; while those 

who abstain, abstain in honor of the Lord and give thanks to God. 

  7We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. 8If we live, we live to the Lord, 

and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. 
9For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead and the 

living. 

  10Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your 

brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. 11For it is written,  

 “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, 

  and every tongue shall give praise to God.” 
12So then, each of us will be accountable to God. 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL: 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
21Peter came and said to [Jesus], “Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, how 

often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” 22Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I 

tell you, seventy-seven times. 

  23“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle 

accounts with his slaves. 24When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents 

was brought to him; 25and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together with his 

wife and children and all his possessions, and payment to be made. 26So the slave fell on his 

knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ 27And out of 

pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. 28But that same slave, 

as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing 

him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded 

with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30But he refused; then he went and threw 

him into prison until he would pay the debt. 31When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, 

they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. 
32Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt 

because you pleaded with me. 33Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had 



mercy on you?’ 34And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his 

entire debt. 35So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your 

brother or sister from your heart.” 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON 

 

CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all those in 

need. 

 

Let us begin our time of prayer with a moment of silence for all those who were affected by 

September 11, 2001. We pray for those who died, for their friends and families, and for our 

country and world. 

 

(a moment of silence is held) 

 

You welcome us when we are weak in faith. Uphold your church throughout the world; make it a 

place of welcome. Strengthen faith through Bible studies and Sunday schools, confirmation 

classes and youth ministries. Nurture new ministries of education and growth (especially). Lord, 

in your mercy, 



hear our prayer. 

The heights of the heavens show us the vastness of your steadfast love. Have compassion on 

your creation. Where human selfishness has brought ruin and destruction, we look to you to heal, 

renew, and redeem your world. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Make your ways known to the nations. Speak kindness to our bitter grudges. Settle our hearts 

when we want to settle accounts with violence. Bless our leaders with patience and wisdom 

(especially). Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Bring healing and justice wherever harm is dealt. Provide vindication for all who are oppressed. 

Free victims of human trafficking and forced labor; deliver all who are bound by debt. Feed all 

who hunger, and guard refugees fleeing famine, poverty, and war. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Teach us to forgive. Remind us that you do not always accuse us. Still our tongues when we are 

tempted to pass judgment and argue over opinions. Make this congregation a community of 

mercy for one another and for all our neighbors. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Whether we live or whether we die, we are yours. We thank you for those who have showed us 

faithfulness, for the knees that taught us how to bow to you and the tongues that taught us to 

praise you (especially John Chrysostom, Bishop of Constantinople, whom we commemorate 

today). Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy; through 

Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

PRAYER IN PANDEMIC 

Merciful God, you give us the grace that helps in time of need. Almighty God, your love never 

fails. Help us to receive your word with believing hearts, so that, confident in your promises, we 

may have hope and be lifted out of sorrow into the joy and peace of your presence. 

God of health and healing, surround us with your steadfast love and lighten our burden. We 

especially pray for those affected by COVID-19 and those who have lost loved ones.  

We also hold in prayer our healthcare providers, first responders, essential workers, and all who 

continue to serve so that others can maintain safety. By the power of your Spirit, free us from 

distress and give us a new mind and a heart made whole in the name of the risen Christ. 

Amen 

 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

OFFERING 
At this time, we remember that the giving of our offering is an authentic part of worship.  
In this time of the offering, in place of passing around the offering plate, we ask that you 
continue to mail your offerings to the church or to drop them off during office hours. We will 



emphasize this time of offering as a time for us to also give thanks for God’s gifts. One of those 
gifts is our community of Faith Lutheran Church and the gift of keeping us together through the 
work of the Holy Spirit and the work of our Faith family. So thank you for the phone calls to each 
other, for your prayers for each other, for all the ways you have been giving your gifts to God’s 
church and one another.  
Thank you so much!  
 

 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray. 

God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open your hand in blessing. Fill 

us with good things at your table, that we may come to the help of all in need, through Jesus 

Christ, our redeemer and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

  

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

INSTRUCTING OF COMMUNION AT HOME 

Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: 

As you sent the angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, 

be present with those who partake and share your word and sacrament 

at home. We remember you in the celebration of the sacrament and remember that you unite us 

as the body of Christ whether we are together in-person or together while apart.  

In your love and care, nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, 

and give us all the comfort of your abiding presence 

through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Amen. 

At this point in the service, please bring bread and drink for communion, preferably wine or 

grape juice but it can also be water.  If you have communion elements gathered, I'd 

invite you to share with anyone present, and if you do not, know that the 

restoration and healing found in this sacrament still reaches you wherever you 

are. During our time of worshiping apart, we will be instituting communion at home. These 

Words of Institution bless the eucharistic elements where you are, trusting in the all-reaching 



power and grace of God to provide the complete and total sacrament to us in these extraordinary 

times where we are unable to come to Christ's table together in-person. Once you have your 

eucharistic elements of bread and drink, and after the words of institution, you may commune 

yourself along with anyone else in your household saying:  

The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

Amen. 

And so,  

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Taste and see that the Lord is good. 



 

COMMUNION 

The body of Christ, given for you. 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray. 

God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united us with Christ, 

making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may 

proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, 

our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

Thanks be to God. 
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