Chapter 12 
How to extract your honey and wax and what to do with it?

This is the part the kids love! Ja the rest of the year it is just a box full of bugs, but now we get to eat some of the honey!! And honey is so jummie!!
So how do we do this?

Well it’s quite simple really. The theory is, that in the wild, in a tree stump there are sometimes more than one cavity, and if there is a side cavity that is small, with a small entrance, it will be used as a storage area not a brood area (area for babies) but for winter supply of honey. If it is in the correct place and size.

So enter the honey box!

Ok, so if you did not get your bees from installing them using two honey boxes, you would probably now have acquired some. You only really need one.

The process is as such. In the second year or any year other than the first, in spring when the bees really start to fly. This is an indicator that the queen is laying and has moved down to the brood area. 

At this point they will be concentrating on building up numbers so they can swarm. They also want drones, so they can have their gene line mate and perpetuate on. They are not thinking about honey production. But they will make some as stores. You can now introduce all the boxes you hope to harvest from.

Four might be a bit of a push, but it depends on your bees. And your bees depend on the environment you are in, as they will quickly adapt to where you are at.
So to put them on, first attach the angle brakets to the honey boxes.

Then screw some bottom stop bars to the hive. You want the hole of the hive to line up with almost the top inside space of the honey box.

Then remove the cork from the hive and place the honey box on and screw in place. This can be done by one person, but two is better. Try to get them as flush as possible, but a small gap is not the end of the world.

Then when to remove. MMmmm this is a tricky one! So you don’t want to wait until the queen has moved up. But when the drones are kicked out might be too soon. So somewhere in-between.

If you have been keeping a bee diary, you should have a pretty good idea but if you have records for a few years, this can be correlated and a better date can be worked out.

So to remove the honey box.

On a nice hot day in the late afternoon, about an hour or two before sundown, or before the bees slow down for the day. Remove one box and place it in front of the hive. If this can be done in a fluid motion without jerks or bumps, all the better. Place it open side up. 

What will happen now, they will realise they are no longer in the hive and fly back.

Then come back when it is dark to remove the honey. If there are still bees in the honey box make sure you have not taken the queen! She will have to be put back as she will not be able to fly, or walk back

