Chapter 3

Overview of traditional, natural and what happens in the wild.

So what happens in the wild?
Bee’s ideal habitat is a tree inside. It will have other bugs in it, it will be high up, and they will stay there for many years.

A quick over view a year in the life of the hive.

In late summer the drones are all kicked out. The queen is still laying and they start building honey stores in earnest. Then when there is no more food about, the remaining bees and the queen all move to the highest point as this is where the warm air is trapped, and they live off the honey stores. They do not go dormant in this hibernation time as they keep warm by vibrating and they still fly out for a poo.

Then in spring once the flowers are out with nectar and pollen. The queen moves down, to near the entrance. She lays eggs, babies called brood. Workers, queens and drones are hatched like mad. As soon as they are strong the queen flies of to a new hive location. This is with about half the workers. This has been pre-scouted, but is still hit and misses. The new queen will fly up and mate with drones from other hives, and then will and start laying.. This is what bees are trying to do. Not make honey. That is just for winter.

So now with this basic understanding lets have a look.

Traditional:

The hive is open and inspected, every few weeks all summer; this is like having surgery ever two weeks, as the hive is an entity, not just each bee. Each bee is like a cell in a body not an entity on its own. This is called a “supper organism”. It must also be understood that they have a common consiousnice, thing going on? The queen is just a member of this common consiousnice just as any other bee.
When opening for inspection, they then kill drones, kill queens, import exotic Queen bees from other parts of the world, they breed queens, they fill the hives with chemicals, they restrict the queen’s movements they stop swarming, they fee with cane sugar and the list goes on and on. They mate her with specific drones.
They feed sugar, and in spring they feed pollen to get the queen laying earlier. 

They use plastic hives, and foundation. They use wax foundation from all over the place. They gestimate how much the bees will need over winter if any!
They keep all other bug out and use pesticides to do this inside the hive!

They ship hives about. 

They heat the honey when processing.

I could just write an entire book about this, well in fact pick up any beekeeping book and scrutinise every practice and you will see they are all flawed, for the bees and purely geared for the beekeeper!

Every one of these practices that are preached as good husbandry have all sorts of implications!

Natural beekeeping:

Normally, all of the above, but without the chemicals, sometimes, and without the restriction of the queens movement sometimes. But pretty much everything else. Ja Natural hay?
Gardener’s beehive

Bees must be local

Be from a swarm that was caught. Another way to look at keeping bees is to consider the beekeeper more as being “adopted by the bees” than the bees being captive.
Main brood area is never opened. (To inspect an endoscope can be used to look and take samples.)

They are never fed

Only honey from honey boxes is ever taken, the design is such bees will only ever store excess honey in the honey boxes.

No pesticides are ever used.
Swarming is allowed, and never inhibited

Hives are never in aperies, but spread about over a wide area.
Hives will always be symbiotic environments for more than just the bees.

Once a hive becomes too old, the old is burnt and replaced, with a new one.

Parts are never shared with other hives.
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