Chaper 5 
Pest’s diseases pesticides and bad practice beekeeping
THE LAW


The law and this bee-hive/bee-habitat

A bee habitat is a habitat for bees , bumble bees or honey bees, ether in a "ferrule hive" for example in a tree. Or in a house loft space. Or in a man made habitat specifically for bees. It is a habitat if it is not robed of honey. Could be robed , but not.
A "bee hive" is a device for keeping honey bees for the explicit purpose of honey production.


UK law Controlling bee pests and disease

Report suspect bee diseases or pests

If you are a beekeeper in England and Wales, and you find signs of a notifiable bee disease or pest in your colony, you must contact your regional bee inspector or theNBU and request an inspection of your bees.Failure to do this is an offence under the Bee Diseases and Pest Control Order 2006 with fines set on a case-by-case basis.Elsewhere in the UK, you must contact the local office of the relevant government department.The two notifiable bee pests are:

· Small hive beetle
· Tropilaelaps mite
The two notifiable bee diseases are:

· American foulbrood
· European foulbrood
So if you are inspecting a hive and you find a pest or disease the correct action must be taken.

How and when to inspect is a not stipulated in the law, So I would recommend, vigilant inspection of bees entering and exiting the hive. Regular inspections with an endoscope.

If a colony should abscond or die it is to be opened up and inspected immediately.

If the bees are suspected of having problems, the front side of the bee hive can be removed. 

This will require partially dismantling the bee hive 

This will require full bee PPE.

A temporary leg will first have to be screwed on to stop the hive falling over.

Then the screws can be removed.

Then A knife can be run down the inside to free the front from the comb and propoulis

The front will now come free

The comb should be all self-supporting, however you might have to remove some that has now come loose.

After inspection, the front can be reinstated and the temporary leg and be left or removed.

Appropriate action can now be taken.

