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The silver lining...
Since 2020, our kids have been on
an educational rollercoaster. It's no
wonder parents are wondering
how their children are tracking!
Standard reporting methods have
been unattainable due to the
realities of learning from home.
Teachers have essentially shifted
from reporting on achievement
levels (A, B, C) to online
engagement and application
scores.

For tens of thousands of students (& parents), learning from home
has been challenging.

Unfortunately, these reports
haven't done enough to
completely capture what
understanding has been gained (or
lost), and parents are beginning to
worry.
But not all is lost...

However, there is hope. Through the challenges of the past few
years, new growth has occurred. It's just not how you might
expect.

Technological expertise

What about the
basics?

Our kids are teaching us

Literacy and Numeracy
levels have been on the
decline in Australia
before the pandemic
and continue to drop.

The avalanche of new educational platforms and ways of
communicating has engulfed our view of education. Our
children have adapted to a significant shift in how the world
interacts and conducts trade. These skills will ultimately
shape how they continue to learn and participate in society
for years to come. Expect your child to engage with new
technologies to assist in their learning.

The challenge for many
families has been the
lack of one-on-one
support for their child.
Classroom sizes are
increasing and many
students are falling
between the cracks.
Many families now are
taking advantage of
online tutoring and
homeschooling to help
fill the gaps.

Online learning has reshaped the educational landscape providing many a way out of
'traditional schooling'. Parents are gravitating to the benefits of individualised programs
designed by online teachers to assist the needs of their children.

Over 175, 000 students across Australia were enrolled in online education in 2020.
(Source: https://www.universityrankings.com.au/distance-education-numbers/)

Literacy - things to
monitor for Years 3-6
The English curriculum is built
around the three interrelated
strands of language, literature
and literacy. Students will be
developing their understanding
and skills in listening, reading,
viewing, speaking, writing and
creating. These will take place
within face-to-face and
online/virtual environments.
Comprehension, writing and
vocabulary development are key
areas to monitor for ages 8-10.

Consider a 50/50 approach when it comes to digital versus paper-based activities.
Writing fatigue has become more prevalent with the rise of digital technologies.

Ages 10 and above
Through the integration of the
three interrelated strands of
language, literature and literacy,
the learning will continue
building on the skills developed
in earlier years. Technical
vocabulary and sentence
formation, figurative language
and an ability to interpret and
evaluate texts are areas to
monitor for your child.

This age group is establishing their 'learner identity' and navigating and synthesising
the world's information, now at their fingertips.

Unfortunately, in an age of
texting, messaging and
abbreviated words,
achievement levels for writing
have dropped.
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Numeracy - Things to
monitor for Years 3-6
There are four proficiency
strands that operate throughout
the concepts your child will
explore this year. They are;
understanding, fluency, problemsolving and reasoning.
As your child progresses through
content, ask yourself, "Are they
just understanding? Or would
classify them as being able to
reason with the concept?
(interpret, compare, create)

All children process mathematical concepts differently. Some benefit from the use
of visual aids and concrete materials, while others just need some time and space
to work it out mentally.

Content Strands
The three content strands
include: number and algebra,
measurement and geometry,
and statistics and probability.
Your child may excel in one of
these strands. Aim to find out
which strand they show a
relative strength in.

Understanding the areas for development will help you decide how to improve your
child's results. You might be surprised how clever they are in one particular area!
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Top tips for parents in 2022
1. Continue to discover how your child learns
Watch the way they approach a question: Do they rush in? Do they opt for working
things out on paper by writing them down? Do they verbalise or internalise their
thinking? Ask them to explain their thinking.

2. Be patient with them as they begin regular classroom learning
Due to the significant time away from the classroom dynamics, their focus and ability to
adapt back to class routines may prove to be a challenge. Give them a few weeks to find
their feet and always offer support.

3. Ask good questions! 'What was your favourite part of today?' 'Is
there anything I can assist you with?'
Asking open-ended questions will help elicit more of a response from your child. E.g.
What was something new you learnt today?

4. Show interest and excitement in their learning journey
Read their Term Overview Letter and familiarise yourself with the topics being covered.

5. Celebrate their growth, no matter how small
Tell them, 'I'm so proud of the way you focused during that activity', 'I love the way you
connected these topics together', 'Look how much more confident you are with this topic!'

Top tips for students in 2022
1. Eliminate distraction
I always tell my students, 'A clean learning space = a clear thinking space'. Having a
learning space in the house that they are comfortable in will improve their focus and
foster results.

2. Set achievable goals
S.M.A.R.T. is a mnemonic acronym, giving criteria to guide in the setting of goals and
objectives. Set goals that are; Specific, Measurable, Achievable, Realistic and anchored
within a Time Frame.

3. Eat healthy, nutritious food to supercharge your focus, memory
and mood
Eat foods like salmon, nuts, eggs, berries, avocado, kale and dark chocolate.

4. Students aged between 6-12 should be getting around 9-12 hours
of sleep per 24 hours.
Don't let the proliferation of social media, messaging and streaming services get in the
way of your body's recharging time.

5. Ask questions
The more questions we ask, the more we learn!

Upcoming events
Help your child prepare for 2022!
Kick-off the year with Kingdom Thinkers Academy Online Summer Camp! All sessions will be run by Kale
Kneale (Founder, 10+ yrs education and leadership experience, including teaching at one of Australia's most
prestigious schools, The King's School). Our 3-day program is designed to give your child a head start on the
content they will be exploring in their upcoming year level.
Session Objectives:
1. Boost confidence
2. Build on current knowledge
3. Practise new concepts

For more information, please visit https://kingdomthinkersacademy.com/online-summer-camp-22

