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PRIMARY SCHOOL
FOR PARENTS
IMPROVING YOUR CHILD'S EDUCATION

Inside this New
Year Issue:

Preparing for the school year ahead

Getting the most out of
homework: 3 things to
consider

Welcome to our first issue of Primary School for Parents. Whether you are homeschooling or
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sending your children to school, this publication is all about how you can improve your
child's education!

Each issue will provide you with simple tips and tricks to help your child succeed.
Schooling (in any format) is a long road that requires patience, discipline and
dedication. However, when parents are faced with challenges, techniques and
strategies that work for some, may not work for others. These articles are designed to
support you, be insightful and provide something to consider for your child as they
progress through their educational journey.
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Getting the most out of
homework: 3 things to
consider
Let's face it, most schools these days have a homework policy that sets
out the expectations for students. Unfortunately, not all policies reflect
reasonable practices or approaches that improve your child's learning.
Based on the research around effective homework design and the
discussion around online delivery versus more traditional methods, three
key ideas were identified:
1. Individual needs
When educators design homework to meet specific purposes and goals,
students will benefit from the results. The individual needs of the student must
play a role in determining how homework is delivered. Each student is unique
and needs to be treated as such.
2. Immediate feedback
A great challenge to traditional homework is the ability of online homework to
provide immediate feedback. Real-time instruction and feedback in the
classroom through the use of whiteboards, small groups and teacher-led
discussions often create the necessary environment for adjustments and
corrections to be made. Therefore, the idea of using technology to simulate
this experience should be explored where possible.

Well designed
homework should
make it easy for
parents to play a
support role rather
than be the
teacher.
3. Efficiency

Efficiency for students involves the educator setting tasks that require thinking but do not take
inordinate amounts of time for students. Studies show that students who spend too much
time on homework perform at a lower level than students who spend less time. The key here is
to make the best use of time, for the best results.
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