April Barnett
Biography
Before the acting bug bit her, April gained experience as a singer in a band, script supervisor, production assistant, wardrobe mistress, and grip.  She also produced three short films in her hometown of Houston. Her acting career has allowed her to play roles such as Tamika White, the better half of the attorney couple vying for a home in Closing Escrow with Cedric Yarbrough and Wendy Mclendon-Covey of “Reno 911”.  She also had the leading role in the film Flight, which competed in the Cannes International Film Festival and received the Best Female Actor in a Short Film Award for Flight in the First Annual Brooklyn Film Festival.  

Her performance as Lady Anne in Richard III, opposite Charles S. Dutton at The Court Theatre, received favorable reviews.  April also co-starred in the Playhouse West production of The Exonerated directed by and starring Jeff Goldblum which ran for nine consecutive months. April starred as Tobi in the avant-garde piece drylongso/ordinary which was featured at the Sundance Film Festival and received the Grand Prize at the Pan African Film Festival.  She has also worked with Hill Harper, Matt Letscher, Taraji P. Henson and Mark Pellegrino.
Her other credits include co-starring roles on The Ex-List, Judging Amy, Sister/Sister, The Parent ‘Hood and 7 national commercials. April also wrote and starred in the hilarious and well-received play called Happy Accidents which ran for six weeks in 2008 at Playhouse West. She also wrote, directed, produced and starred in the short film Pete.  
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April Barnett
Reviews

An Evening of Shakespeare:  Richard III
“Barnett’s gradual transition from incredulity to infatuation, which can seem contrived in many productions, is here portrayed in a touching and wholly convincing manner.”
· Paul Birchall, Backstage West
Drylongso/Ordinary

“As Tobi, the gangsta wannabe, Barnett gives the film a badly needed comic element. The two women's scenes together are the most deeply felt parts of the film.”

· Oliver Jones, Variety

“…Smith and Barnett are both gifted actresses.”

· Kevin Thomas, Los Angeles Times
“…their consistently understated performances lend a feeling of realism to the story.  The acting is so refreshingly sincere…”

· Cara Mertes, Release Print
Closing Escrow

“…the whole troupe seems pretty spot-on where the team-style improve work is concerned.  April Barnett plays an uptight lawyer gal and earns her share of chuckles.”

- Scott Weinberg, Cinematical Review

“Llewellyn and Kaprelian spin a clever idea into a slight but occasionally funny romp that rests on the shoulders of a terrific cast.”

· Maitland McDonagh, TV Guide
“…it really is funny thanks to…the deadpan performances of the mostly unknown cast…”

· Jack Mathews, New York Daily News
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