AUGUST 3, 2025
18TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Tri - Parish Contact Information

8 St. Clair St. Devon, AB T9G 1J3
Phone: (780) 987-2858 Fax: (780) 987-2837
Parish E-mail : dcc2006@telus.net St. Margaret Mary Parish
Our Lady of Victory Parish www.smgparish.ca

https://olvthorsby.wordpress.com/ Pastor: Rev. Luan Vu
Pastor’s E-mail: Luan.Vu@caedm.ca
Office Hours: Mon - Wed & Fri. 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM (Thursday - CLOSED)
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PPC Chair: Ernest Jablonski® 780.789.2363 PPC Chair: Travis Schoenfelder 780-566-7417 PPC Chair: Barbara Abel 780-985-3655

Finance Chair: Mary Jablonski 780-789-2363 Finance Chair: Matt Yarmuch 780-987-5470 Finance Chair: Bonnie Thomas 780-910-6312
Liturgy: Rosemarie Zurek 780-789-3622 Liturgy: Connie Schumacher 780-458-6487 Liturgy: Barbara Abel 780-985-3655

No weekday masses from Wednesday July 30 to Friday August 8

Fr. Wilson Thankachan will cover the weeked masses of August 2-3, 2025, while Fr. Vu is away.
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St. Margaret Mary - Calmar - Highway 39 Garage Sale - FUNDRAISER

St. Margaret Mary will once again be participating in the Garage Sales taking place in Calmar on Saturday August 16, 2025. This is
a great fundraiser for our parish. We will also hold a Bake Sale that day! We will also have a hot lunch counter; selling hotdogs,
chili, hot & cold drinks. Please help us by bringing New or Gently Used items to the church on Sundays or by contacting Barb @

\ 780-985-3655. Thank You! j

3 St. Maria Goretti - Devon - Skaro Pilgrimage Bus

Save
Thursday August 14th  4:30pm departure from SMG Return after 8:00pm mass

the |
y Cost $30 per person

(

Cemetery Contacts:

Our Lady of Victory - Thorsby: Mark Bendoritis - 780.985.3779
St Francis: Ed Naprawa - 780.789.2195 and/or George Cygan 780 918 3412
St Charles: Clem Coffey - 780.696.2221 and/or Barry Gidosh 780 910 1003
Holy Trinity - Nisku: Gerry Chamulka 780.955.8048
\ St. Margaret Mary - Calmar: Barb Abel 780-985-3655 and/or Cheryl Hancar 780-980-3046
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18" Sunday in Ordinary Time — August 3, 2025
1st Reading: Ecclesiastes 1.2;,2.21-23 2" Reading: Colossians 3.1-5, 9-11 Gospel: Luke 12, 13-21

Being Cheated

Many things in life are not fair. Children are keenly aware of this any time they sense they have been cheated by a sib-
ling. They complain to their parents, just as the person in the crowd quoted above complained to Jesus about his broth-
er. We want justice and can become quite upset when we feel that we have been dealt an injustice.

Today Gospel is interesting because Jesus gently but clearly refuses to be the arbiter of justice for this man. It may in-
deed be the case that he was cheated out of his inheritance by his brother. But it’s interesting that Jesus not only refuses
to resolve the dispute, He then goes on to teach about greed, suggesting that the cheated man was acting out of greed.

If you were cheated out of your inheritance by a sibling, how would you react? If a sibling were to do this, it would clear-
ly be a sin and an injustice. But the question at hand is your reaction to being cheated. Being cheated by another might
result in one of two responses. The most common response is to immediately seek justice, to fight back. But this is not
always what God will inspire us to do. Instead, when we experience injustice, we are given an opportunity to love on a
very deep level. And this must be our response. This is why Jesus said we must love our enemies and pray for those who
persecute us. In the big picture of eternity, earthly injustices are always an opportunity for grace. This is evident by simp-
ly looking at the gravest injustice of the suffering and death of the Son of God. Jesus did not complain about being so
cruelly treated. He did not call on the angels of Heaven to destroy the Pharisees and Romans who attacked Him. Instead,
Jesus used the injustice inflicted upon Him as a foundation for His gift of salvation.

As we journey through this life, we need to decide whether we are going to live for this life or for eternity. We cannot
have both. However, by choosing to live for eternity, we also enhance our lives here on earth in ways that nothing in this
world can match. For example, say you experienced the unfortunate situation of extreme poverty. Say you were cheated
out of your home and possessions and were left with nothing. Would this make you miserable? It might, but it doesn’t
have to. Instead, such an unfortunate circumstance has the potential for you to live day-by-day, trusting in God’s provi-
dential care and to offer mercy in the face of injustice. And that is good. It is good for your eternal soul. It is good be-
cause it will motivate you to trust God on a very deep level and to become a beacon of God’s mercy. By contrast, if you
had everything you could ever want in this world, it would be seriously tempting to rely less upon God and more upon
the things you possess in this world. But the things of this world cannot save your eternal soul. In fact, they are a serious
hindrance to your ability to trust in God alone. So, truth be told, poverty and injustice actually open the door to an op-
portunity for much more grace in our lives than material wealth does. But so often we still long to have more and more
of the things of this world. (mycatholiclife.com)

MASS INTENTIONS

When a priest celebrates Mass every day, he offers each celebration of the Eucharist for a particular person or intention. By doing so,
he applies special graces from God upon that person or intention. To request a Mass intention, please visit or call the parish office.

Mass Intentions for this week

Intention

Rhodes & Hills Family members, Living & Deceased

Gloria Sirski-Bates - Personal Intentions

In honour of the Holy Spirit

Ron Steciw - Personal Intentions

Margaret Harmer - Healing and Personal Intentions

Ron Steciw - Personal Intentions

Would you like to receive communion? Please call the office at 780-987-2858 to arrange communion,
and/or to be put on our prayer list.




