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Cemetery Contacts:   

Our Lady of Victory  - Thorsby: Mark Bendoritis - 780.985.3779   
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NO WEEKDAY MASSES THIS WEEK 
Please note that there will be no weekday masses this week. Only Saturday & Sunday. 

Emailed Bulletin 
Would you like to receive the electronic copy of the bulletin via email?  

Please sign up by calling the office at 780-987-2858;  
or by emailing your request to: dcc2006@telus.ca 
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Third Sunday in Ordinary Time –  January 22, 2023 

1st Reading: Isaiah 8. 23 -9.3  2nd Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:10-13, 17  Gospel: Matthew 4, 12-23 

A New Era of Hope 

From that time on, Jesus began to preach and say, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” Matthew 4:17 
 
In Matthew’s Gospel, from which we read today, we hear the first words spoken by our Lord as He begins His public minis-
try: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”  
 
Up until this point, Matthew’s Gospel presented us with Jesus’ genealogy, His birth, the story of the Magi, the Holy Fami-
ly’s flight into Egypt, the slaughter of the Holy Innocents, Jesus’ baptism, the preaching of Saint John the Baptist and Jesus’ 
forty days in the desert. Now, after these introductory stories of Jesus’ life, we enter into His public ministry. 
 
Recall that John had just been imprisoned, thus concluding his public ministry. Therefore, the time for the preaching and 
ministry of the Son of God had arrived. And though Jesus continues the theme of repentance started by John, Jesus takes 
John’s words further. Jesus adds something that John could not: “The kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 
 
Since we are still at the beginning of the season of Ordinary Time, it’s important to understand this transition from the Old 
Testament prophets, of which John was the last, to the New Testament preaching of our Lord. The difference is that all 
that had been prophesied and pointed to in the Old Testament had now arrived. Saint Jerome, in commenting upon this 
passage, says that as the Old Testament Law ceased, the Gospel commenced. And, of course, the fulfillment of this new 
era of the Gospel was only a few short years away when our Lord would offer up His life for the salvation of many. 
 
As Jesus begins His preaching, His words are challenging but also very hopeful. By saying that “the kingdom of heaven is at 
hand,” Jesus stirs interest and holy curiosity among His first listeners. His call to repentance was softened by His new proc-
lamation about the Kingdom. 
 
One helpful insight we can take from these first words of Jesus’ public ministry is that this is the best way to share the Gos-
pel with those who do not yet follow Christ. Oftentimes, when we see someone living in serious sin, we want to judge and 
condemn. But usually what they need the most is hope—hope that there is something much greater that comes from re-
pentance. Certainly we need to speak against sin. But one of the most effective ways to do so is by initially offering the 
listener hope of something much better than the sin with which they struggle—specifically, the hope of the Kingdom of 
God. 
 
Reflect, today, upon the newness of the ministry of Jesus, the newness of the first proclamation of the Gospel. As you do, 
try to imagine the holy curiosity that many would have had as they first listened to Jesus preach. Soon He would follow up 
His preaching with many signs and wonders that would confirm His message. But at first, Jesus simply instilled a hope in 
His hearers. As you ponder this, think about those in your life who also need this initial sense of hope and holy curiosity 
about the Gospel and pray that God will inspire you and use you to be an instrument of this merciful message.  
 
Lord, as You began Your public ministry of proclaiming the Kingdom of Heaven, You instilled hope and a holy curiosity in 
the minds and hearts of Your first hearers. Please continue this good work and use me as You will to be an instrument of 
this hope in those I encounter every day. Jesus, I trust in You. (mycatholiclife.com) 

Sick? Shut-in? 
Would you like to receive communion? Please call the office at 780-987-2858 to arrange communion, and/or 

to be put on our prayer list. 

MASS INTENTIONS 
When a priest celebrates Mass every day, he offers each celebration of the Eucharist for a particular person or intention.  

By doing so, he applies special graces from God upon that person or intention.  
To request a Mass intention, please visit or call the parish office.  


