JANUARY 29, 2023
FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
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NO WEEKDAY MASSES THIS WEEK
Please note that there will be no weekday masses this week. Only Saturday & Sunday.

Emailed Bulletin
Would you like to receive the electronic copy of the bulletin via email?
Please sign up by calling the office at 780-987-2858;
or by emailing your request to: dcc2006@telus.ca

Cemetery Contacts:

Our Lady of Victory - Thorsby: Mark Bendoritis - 780.985.3779
St Francis: Ed Naprawa - 780.789.2195 and/or George Cygan 780 918 3412
St Charles - Warburg: Jack Penner - 780.848.2293
Holy Trinity - Nisku: Ron Chamulka 780.955.8031
\ St. Margaret Mary - Calmar: Barb Abel 780-985-3655 and/or Cheryl Hancar 780-980-3046 )
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Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time — January 29, 2023
1st Reading: Zephaniah 2,3; 3:12-13 2" Reading: 1 Corinthians 1, 26-31 Gospel: Matthew 5, 1-12

The Journey to Perfection

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, and after he had sat down, his disciples came to him. He began to
teach them, saying: “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” Matthew 5:1-3

The Sermon on the Mount begins with today’s reading in Chapter Five of Matthew’s Gospel and continues through Chap-
ter Seven. This beautiful sermon presents us with many familiar teachings of Jesus, such as the Beatitudes, the Lord’s Pray-
er and the Golden Rule. Jesus begins His sermon by going up a mountain and sitting down. The mountain is believed to be
just north of the Sea of Galilee, just a few miles from Capernaum where Jesus often stayed during His public ministry. To-
day’s Gospel presents us with the glorious and very high calling of the Beatitudes. This teaching on the Beatitudes sets the
stage for the many other lessons Jesus taught.

The Beatitudes are certainly a teaching about morality, but the lessons are not the same as many of the moral teachings
that the people were familiar with. Up until that time, morality was primarily seen as a list of forbidden practices. “Thou
shall not...” was the general tone. However, the Beatitudes take morality to a much higher level. In this new teaching, Je-
sus did not start with that which was forbidden or that which was a violation of God’s Law. Instead, He explained that
reaching for these ideals brought forth the greatest fulfillment in life. Morality was not only a list of regulations one need-
ed to avoid. At the heart, morality was now presented by our Lord as a glorious journey to perfection. The result of this
journey was the attainment of the Kingdom of Heaven.

When you consider the moral life, how do you look at it? Do you see it more as a list of things you can’t do? Or do you see
it as a journey up the mountain of true holiness and fulfillment? The Christian life certainly forbids us to engage in many
forms of sin and violations of God’s Law. But unless we understand that the highest form of morality is given to fulfill us on
the deepest level, then it will be easy to become discouraged by our calling.

Reflect, today, upon Jesus calling you to follow Him up the mountain of the Beatitudes. As you do, begin by considering
this journey first from a physical point of view. It would have been much easier for His first hearers of this sermon to simp-
ly stay in Capernaum and recline at table, listening to Jesus speak. But the physical journey up the mountain gives insight
into the high calling of the moral life. It requires effort and determination. From there, try to imagine yourself listening to
Jesus preach. Remind yourself that the Christian life is one of perfection in every way. This is our calling. But the fruit of
perfection is the fulfillment in which God wants us to share. The easy life of sin leaves us dry and interiorly dead, but the
hard journey to perfection leads us to the deepest fulfillment we could ever attain. Commit yourself to the journey and do
not hesitate on the way, and you, too, will be rewarded with the Kingdom of Heaven.

Lord of perfection, You call me to journey with You up the high mountain of holiness. May | always see this journey as one
that is glorious and fulfilling. | choose the life of perfection to which | am called and pray that | will always be open to the
deepest moral truths You wish me to live. Jesus, | trust in You! (mycatholiclife.com)

MASS INTENTIONS

When a priest celebrates Mass every day, he offers each celebration of the Eucharist for a particular person or intention.
By doing so, he applies special graces from God upon that person or intention.
To request a Mass intention, please visit or call the parish office.

Sick? Shut-in?
Would you like to receive communion? Please call the office at 780-987-2858 to arrange communion, and/or
to be put on our prayer list.




