
The Board of Liberty Township Trustees met in Regular Session on Friday, November 4, 2022 at 8:30 

a.m. with the following members in attendance, Mr. Gregory Cizmar, Mr. Arnold Clebone and Mr. Devon 

Stanley, presiding.   

 

Motion to approve the minutes of the October 28, 2022 Regular meeting.  

Motion: Mr. Cizmar. Second: Mr. Stanley. 

Roll Call:  Mr. Cizmar, Yes. Mr. Stanley, Yes. Mr. Clebone, Yes. Motion carried. 

 

22-154 Motion to remove part time firefighter Joseph Milano from the Fire Department part time roster 

effective 11/1/22 due to a full time commitment elsewhere. 

Motion: Mr. Stanley. Second: Mr. Cizmar. 

Roll Call: Mr. Stanley, Yes. Mr. Cizmar, Yes. Mr. Clebone, Yes. Motion carried. 

 

22-155 Motion to promote Kaitlyn Mason to a full time Probationary Firefighter/Paramedic, first date 

worked is hire date, in accordance with the Bargaining Agreement between the IAFF and Board of 

Liberty Township Trustees. 

Motion: Mr. Clebone. Second. Mr. Cizmar. 

Roll Call: Mr. Clebone, Yes. Mr. Cizmar, Yes. Mr. Stanley, Yes. Motion carried. 

 

22-156  2nd reading home rule regarding Liberty Township Street Light Use Fee: 

 

AMENDMENT TO HOME RULE RESOLUTION 15-001 REGARDING LIBERTY TOWNSHIP 

STREET LIGHT USE FEE 

 

WHEREAS, The Board of Trustees of Liberty Township passed, by unanimous vote, a resolution on 

May 14th, 2007 to place the issue of adopting a limited home rule government on the ballot pursuant to 

Ohio Revised Code Section 504.0l(A); 

 

WHEREAS, the electors of Liberty Township voted on November 6"', 2007 to establish a limited home 

rule government pursuant to Ohio Revised Code Section 504.0l(A); 

 

WHEREAS, The Board of Trustees of Liberty Township, Trumbull County, Ohio adopted Home Rule 

Resolution 15-001 establishing a Street Light Use Fee effective October 10th, 2015; and;   

 

WHEREAS, The Board of Trustees now determines pursuant to R.C. 504.12 to amend Resolution 15-

001 to permit the Street Light Use Fee to be used for lighting roads, sidewalks, and parking lots in 

township parks and other public areas of the township to increase public safety in public areas of the 

Township.  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, THAT Resolution 15-001 is hereby amended as follows, 

pursuant to the authority of the limited self-government of townships (Chapter 504 Ohio Revised Code) 

and approved upon First and Second readings and filing with the Township Fiscal Officer. 

 

SECTION 1: ESTABLISHMENT OF STREET LIGHT USE FEE 

Liberty Township, Trumbull County, Ohio, hereby establishes a Street Light Use Fee. The street light 

system consists of all street lighting facilities owned by the Township and all street lighting facilities for 

which the Township purchases and supplies electrical energy. The operation of such street light system 

shall be under the supervision of the Road Department. The Street Light Fee does not apply to any street 

lighting district currently subject to property owner assessments within the unincorporated areas of the 

township or street lighting districts to be formed in the future pursuant to Ohio Revised Code Section 

§515.02. et seq. "Street lighting system" shall mean a series of light posts and lights owned, operated and 

maintained by the township and all street lighting facilities for which the Township purchases and 

supplies electrical energy which are installed adjacent to public streets or public parks or other public 

areas within the township and are used to provide adequate lighting on public streets, public parking lots 

and public walkways to promote the safety of drivers and pedestrians. 

 

The township is authorized to establish a street lighting fee pursuant to its Home Rule authority for the 

purpose of paying the costs of the electrical utility charges to maintain the street lighting system and to 

implement and administer the assessment of the street lighting fee. 

 

The purpose of the street lighting system is to protect the health, safety, and welfare of the township's 

residents, visitors, and the general public by casting adequate lighting onto township streets and public 

areas so as to promote safe travel for vehicles and pedestrians. 



 

The township street lighting system is not intended to act as security lighting for private properties. 

 

The Street Light Fee does not apply to any street lighting district currently subject to property owner 

assessments within the unincorporated areas of the township or street lighting districts to be formed in the 

future pursuant to Ohio Revised Code Section §515.02. et seq. 

 

SECTION 2: RATES AND COLLECTION OF FEES: 

The record owner of each parcel of real property as appears on the Trumbull County Tax Duplicate which 

is subject to this fee shall be charged an annual street lighting fee assessment of Fifteen Dollars ($15.00) 

per parcel for the purposes stated and provided herein. 

 

Said lighting fee assessment shall be certified by the Township Fiscal Officer to the Trumbull County 

Auditor to be placed annually upon the tax duplicate for the subject parcels for collection in semi-annual 

installments together with any accrued interest on unpaid assessments to be collected with all other 

property taxes and assessments and returned to the Lighting Assessment Fund of the Township for 

expenditure for the purposes stated and provided herein. 

 

Delinquent assessments shall be charged a late fee penalty in the amount charged for all other delinquent 

real estate property taxes and assessments. 

 

SECTION 3: NO LIABILITY 

The township shall not be liable for injury or damages to persons or property caused by any deficiency or 

failure in supplying electricity for the street light system and the maintenance thereof whether occasioned 

by shutting off the system for the purpose of making repair, maintenance and or installation of lighting 

fixtures, weather-related incidents, failure of service outside the control of the township or from any other 

cause whatsoever.  

 

SECTION 4: EFFECTIVE DATE OF AMENDMENT TO RESOLUTION 

The Amendments to Resolution 15-001 shall be effective thirty (30) days from the date of adoption upon 

both First and Second Readings, and publication thereof. 

 

Date of First Reading of as Amended: October 11, 2022 

FIRST READING OF LIBERTY TOWNSHIP, TRUMBULL COUNTY, OHIO PROPOSED 

AMENDMENTS TO HOME RULE RESOLUTION NO. 15-001 

Motion to approve First Reading:  Mr. Stanley.  Second: Mr. Clebone. 

Roll Call: Mr. Stanley, Yes. Mr. Clebone, Yes. Mr. Cizmar, Yes. Motion carried. 

 

Date of Second Reading as Amended:   November 4, 2022 

 

NOTICE OF AMENDMENT TO HOME RULE RESOLUTION 

Notice is hereby given that on November 4, 2022, the Board of Trustees of Liberty Township 

adopted on second reading an amendment to Liberty Township Home Rule Resolution 15-001, 

the Street Light Use Fee, to permit the fee to be used for lights installed in public parks and other 

public areas in the township in addition to public streets. The complete text of the Resolution as 

amended may be obtained from the Fiscal officer or viewed on the township website, 

libertytwp.com. 

Matthew Connelly, Fiscal officer. 

Effective Date of Amendment to Resolution 15-001: November 14, 2022 

Motion:  Mr. Stanley.  Second: Mr. Clebone. 

Roll Call: Mr. Stanley, Yes. Mr. Clebone, Yes. Mr. Cizmar, Yes. Motion carried. 

 

22-157 Motion to approve an additional light for the lighting district at Klines Drive. 

Motion: Mr. Stanley. Second: Mr. Cizmar. 

Roll Call: Mr. Stanley, Yes. Mr. Cizmar, Yes. Mr. Clebone, Yes. Motion carried. 

 

Fire Chief Doug Theobald said the department has been extremely busy. For the month of October they 

had 303 runs.  The Fire Department was awarded a $1,500 grant from Walmart.  The alert system is 

finally finished.  Chief reported more on Motel 30 and will continue to follow the progress.  Both the 

newly constructed McDonalds and Chipotle will be opening very soon.  

 



 Chief Toby Meloro was asked to contact CR Electric to discuss additional outside lights behind the 

Administration/Police building.   

 

Zoning Inspector Jim Rodway met with the Planning Commission to update the township maps. 

 

Trustee Arnie Clebone asked if we could reach out other communities regarding leaf removal services. 

 

Administrator Martha Weirick complimented the safety forces on such a successful Halloween Open 

House hosting the Liberty Township children.   

  

Next meeting Monday, November 14, 2022 @  6:30 p.m.   

NOTE:  The Friday, November 25th 8:30 a.m. meeting has been cancelled.   

 

 

_______________________________   _________________________________ 

MATT CONNELLY     DEVON STANLEY, CHAIRPERSON 

FISAL OFFICER 


