LOXAHATCHEE RIVER
PRESERVATION

INITIATIVE

Preserving Florida’s first federally-designated Wild and Scenic River for future generations
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Working For Our River

Since its inception in 2000, the Loxahatchee River Preservation Initiative (LRPI) has guided over $45 million in regional watershed restoration
projects within northeastern Palm Beach County and southern Martin County. LRPI, a multiagency partnership, has effectively leveraged
state funds with local funds in a cost-share program which has a proven track record of delivering tangible environmental benefits aimed at
preserving and protecting the resource for future generations to enjoy.

While the river, wildlife and our community benefit from the LRPI’s work already completed, there is more work to be done as the
Loxahatchee River remains an impaired water body. Continued investments in LRPI-supported projects will provide a measurable increase in
water storage capacity as well as reductions in nutrient loading that will enable the Loxahatchee River to achieve water quality and quantity
targets on an expedited timetable.

For the 2023 legislative session, LRPI ranked 8 critical projects for which $2.49 million in state legislative funding assistance is requested.
The total local match for all projects represents 58% of the total projects cost of $5,976,940.

Rank Funding Local Match
Order Project Name Request Local Sponsor Funds
1 Dover Ditch Living Shoreline $157,500 | Village of Tequesta $157,000
2 Bush Road Stormwater Improvements $100,255 Town of Jupiter $185,127
Environmental Education and Passive Outdoor Loxahatchee River Environmental
3 Recreation Facilities on the Northwest Fork of the $100,000 L $125,000
. Control District
Loxahatchee River
4 Cypress Creek Hydrologic Restoration Project $750,000 SD?;:?cflorlda Water Management $1,450,000
5 Sims Crgek Preserve Hydrologic and Environmental $100,000 | Town of Jupiter $296,558
Restoration
6 Cypress Creek Floodplain Restoration Project $750,000 | Martin County $750,000
7 | Loxahatchee Slough Habitat Restoration Project $150,000 | "alm Beach County Department of $150,000
Environmental Resources Management
8 Loxahatchee RIV?I‘ Mile 6 Gap Closure and Oxbow Res- $377,500 | Jupiter Inlet District $377,500
toration and Maintenance
Totals $2,485,255 $3,491,685
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The Loxahatchee River is the southernmost tributary of the Indian River Lagoon and includes the Northwest Fork of
the river, the first federally-designated Wild and Scenic River in Florida. The river’s current watershed is 260 square
miles of northeastern Palm Beach County and southern Martin County.

Past changes associated with agriculture, flood control and other urban land uses have impacted this river system. In

response to the need for restoration, LRPI, a multiagency partnership, formed and has made great strides in restoring
the river and its surrounding watershed.

The river is meeting minimum flow levels on a more consistent basis
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Millions of gallons of wastewater are now being treated and reused through irrigation
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Though significant progress has been made, impairments in the watershed require attention
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