
 
 
 
 

  

 

Loxahatchee River Preservation Initiative 
www.lrpi.us 

Meeting Minutes 

April 15, 2019, 12:00 p.m. 

Town of Jupiter Emergency Operations Center 
3133 Washington Street 

Jupiter, FL  33458 
 
 
 
 

I. Attendance – Refer to attached attendance sheet.  
 

II. Approval of the February 4, 2019 minutes 
A motion to approve the February 4, 2019 minutes was offered by Don 
Donaldson and seconded by David Brown. Minutes were approved 
unanimously. 

 
IV.      Old / New Business 

 
A. Old Business 

1. Project Update 
a. David Brown, Town of Jupiter, provided an update on the 

progress with Jupiter Inlet Village Stormwater Improvements. 
Love Street exfiltration is completed. Saturn and Clemons Street 
are under final design; construction to be completed by the end 
of 2019.  

b. Pat Walker, Jupiter Inlet Village, provided an update on 
Mangrove Island. Construction is expected to begin next month.  

c. Martin County provided an update that the Cypress Creek Weir 
is complete.  

d. Albrey Arrington, Loxahatchee River District, provided an update 
on Island Country Estates Septic to Sewer Conversion. 
Construction is underway and they submitted their invoice last 
week. 

 
 



 B. New Business 
1. FY20 Legislative Funding Request 

Deb Drum provided an update to the committee. The House has fully 
funded the top 3 projects and Senate funded $700,000. It was 
suggested that the committee look at different avenues to get 
funding for Jonathan Dickinson State Park projects. It was discussed 
that Martin County is currently pursuing an avenue to sponsor these 
projects to receive grant funding. An update on this progress will be 
provided at the next meeting.  
 

2. Scott Harris 
Scott Harris of the Andrew “Red” Harris Foundation spoke to the 
committee regarding its core goal to use funding to protect the 
environment. Mr. Harris shed light on funding opportunities that 
exist to assist with environmental protection that are not available 
to governmental agencies or residents. He offered his foundation to 
be of help to the committee to receive funding for any projects that 
would fall under these grant opportunities. See attached handouts.  
 

3. Agency Update – David Brown, Town of Jupiter 
David Brown, Town of Jupiter, provided an agency update. Please 
see attached for presentation materials.   
 

4. Other Business 
Palm Beach County Environmental Resource Management will 
provide an agency update at the June 17th, 2019 LRPI meeting.  

   
5. Public Comment 

Rob Rossmanith, Jonathan Dickinson State Park (JDSP), informed the 
committee that Mark Nelson is stepping down from his position with 
JDSP at 21 years of service. He will be in a transition period until May 
1st. JDSP will provide the committee with an update once a 
replacement is found for Mark’s position. A motion was made by Deb 
Drum and seconded by Pat Magrogan for the LRPI Chair to send an 
appreciation letter to Mr. Nelson on behalf of the committee to 
thank him for his involvement and wish him well.  

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Adjourn 
 
2019 Initiative Meeting Schedule 
June 17: Distribution of FY20 Initiative Funding Request Applications 
July 08: Confirm allocation of project funding 
August 19: FY20 Funding Request Applications due 
August 26: Presentation of FY20 projects and committee ranking 
October 14: General Meeting 
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Current Population Served: 88,000
2035 Population Projection Served: 96,500

Current System 
Capacity: 30 MGD

2035 System 
Demand: 28 MGD
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• Dual Aquifer Resources: Brackish water desalination for half of its 
potable water production capacity

• 100% Membrane Water Treatment Technology utilize for 
enhanced drinking water quality

• Stormwater Utility established to serve as means to
proactively work to minimize risk of flooding and enhance     
stormwater runoff quality entering local water

• Environmental Stewardship – Loxahatchee River
Preservation Initiative (LRPI) 
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• Potable Water Supply System developed with maximum
production flexibility to minimize the impacts of periodic drought
while preserving limited fresh water supplies for the local
environment.

=+

Fresh Water
Source

Brackish Water
Source

Total Water
Supply Needed
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• Reverse Osmosis (RO)
– Operating Pressure: 200 psi
– (brackish) Supply

• Nanofiltration (NF)
– Operating Pressure: 60 psi
– Surficial Aquifer (fresh) 

Supply
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Reverse Osmosis and Nanofiltration
– Produce ultra-pure drinking water
– Quality of product meets and exceeds current and 

foreseeable future drinking water regulations



13

• First-in-the-world design which results in 30% power savings
• All by-product water reused as an irrigation quality water resource
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Created in 1994, dedicated to enhancing stormwater runoff 
quality and minimizing the risk of flooding
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• 2019 AWWA/AMTA Membrane Facility of the 
Year Award 

• US EPA Award of Excellence – 3 time award 
winner

• 2008, 2009, 2010, 2013 & 2016 FDEP Plant 
Excellence Award Winner

• 2008, 2009, 2010 & 2014 FSAWWA Best Class 
A Treatment Plant

• Honored as recipient of over 50 Awards of 
Excellence form industry associations and 
agencies which regulate its operation



17

• Drought proofing
• Enhanced drinking water quality
• Preservation of local water environment
• Regional sustainability
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Jones Creek Watershed
Targeted Area of Concern

Addressing the water quality issues 
within the man-made canal systems 
located within Jupiter River Estates, 

Maple Isle and the Colony



Jupiter River Estates Canal System

• Canals are privately-owned waterways constructed as part of 
the development of JRE.

• In general, private property lines span to the centerline of the 
canals. 







Prior Condition of Canals
• Dead-end canals
• Canal bottoms covered in several feet of muck
• Bank erosion typical / Many sections of canal shorelines 

(back yards) are steep and unstabilized
• Exotic vegetation 



Jupiter River Estates Canal System
Past Efforts to Assist

1990 +/-:  
Town formed the Jones Creek Task Force and community reps worked actively 
with the Town to define improvements needed in the watershed.

1997:
Septic to Sewer conversion completed by Loxahatchee River District

2000:
Town initiates formation of the Loxahatchee River Preservation Initiative to 
work collaboratively with state legislature while seeking funding for local 
water quality improvement projects.



Jupiter River Estates Canal System
Past Efforts to Assist

2003:
The state legislature through a grant provided to the 
Loxahatchee River Preservation Initiative enabled the removal of 
13,000 cubic yards of muck from the canal bottom, removed 
exotic vegetation and provide shoreline bank stabilization. Total 
investment: $1,918,461. 



Jupiter River Estates Canal System
Past Efforts to Assist

2003:
After completion, property owners were urged to maintain canal 
banks



Jupiter River Estates Canal System
Past Efforts to Assist

2007:
TOJ Stormwater Utility & LRPI partner to perform hydrologic 
restoration of Jones Creek Hammock immediately upstream.  
Total Investment: $417,420



Jupiter River Estates Canal System
Past Efforts to Assist

2009:
TOJ Stormwater Utility & LRPI partner to reconstruct swales 
within entirety of JRE.  Total Investment: $377,486



Jupiter River Estates Canal System
Current Efforts to Assist

2017:
• Dialogue on how to now address the current state of the 

man-made canal sections occurring with new JRE 
working group.

• Nutrient levels, bacteria all topics of concern
• Major hurdle was educating property owners that canal 

is privately-owned, not town-owned. Furthermore, the 
chances of future large grants from the state are highly 
unlikely. Benefitting owners agreed to consider special 
taxing district assessment.



Jupiter River Estates Canal System
Current Efforts to Assist

2017/2018:
• All agree that vegetation trimming needed first.
• Town obtained a FDEP mangrove maintenance trimming 

permit to facilitate. Exotics may be removed and FDEP agrees 
to allow minimal 15’ w x 5’ h opening through mangrove 
canopy.



Jupiter River Estates Canal System
Current Efforts to Assist

2018:
• Town obtains cost proposal from certified mangrove trimmer 

to perform the work.  
• Town agrees to recommend a 50% Stormwater Utility grant 

toward this cost if property owners agree to assessment for 
balance and agree to annual maintenance trimming 
assessment. 

• Response of property owner polling by community reps 
reported as generally unfavorable but support would increase 
if grant assistance significantly brought down the initial 
trimming cost.



Jupiter River Estates Canal System
Current Efforts to Assist

2019:
• Working Group asked that the Town consider requesting FDEP 

for a more expansive mangrove trimming effort.  
• Total cost for submitting this permit is $47,000. Town is 

reluctant to proceed without prior assurances that benefitting 
properties will proceed with work/future upkeep if permit is 
ultimately obtained.



Questions & Discussion
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