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Protecting Your Water Well for Winter: A Guide for Winter Weather 

In middle Tennessee, we are blessed with four seasons. Fall brings the turning of the leaves from 
green to beautiful shades of gold, red and chestnut brown. However, as inter is fast approaching, 
it’s a good idea to look at preventative maintenance for your well. Freezing temperatures can cause 
water well components to freeze which may, in turn, result in interruptions to the water supply. 
Check out below the below tips and tricks that you can do to preserve the life of your water well.  

Run Your Water Regularly  

When water sits still in pipes, it is more susceptible to freezing. Regularly running the water 
prevents it from becoming stagnant, reducing the chances of freezing. Additionally, flowing water 
has a higher resistance to freezing compared to stagnant water. The movement generates friction 
and heat, making it less likely to freeze within the pipes. However, it’s important to note, this 
method may not offer a complete solution in extremely cold conditions.  

Insulate Above-Ground Plumbing Components  

Additional insulation and protective measures are often necessary to ensure the well system’s 
integrity during harsh winter weather. Well pumps are particularly vulnerable to freezing, and their 
failure can result in a complete disruption to the water supply. Wrap wellheads with insulating 
materials such as fiberglass or foam insulation. Use a well cover or enclosure to shield the wellhead 
from wind and cold air and seal any gaps or cracks around well pipes and the enclosure to prevent 
drafts. In areas of extremely cold weather, you may need to install a well heater to keep the pump, 
pipes, and pressure tank from freezing.  

Perform Regular Maintenance and Annual Inspections  

Inspect your insulation regularly and replace damaged or deteriorated parts. Test your well heater 
and other components before winter sets in to ensure they are working correctly. Properly 
insulating your water well for winter is crucial to maintain a consistent water supply and prevent 
freezing-related issues. By following the steps outlined in this guide and taking necessary 
precautions, you can ensure that your well remains operational even during the coldest months of 
the year. Don’t wait until the temperature drops – prepare your well for winter now and enjoy 
peace of mind throughout the season.  

If you’re uncertain about any aspect of ensuring your water well is protected during winter, consult 
a water well professional like Ridge 809 for guidance. Call or text 931-321-0560 today or check us 
out online at Ridge809.com. 
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