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BUILDING A HEALTHY ENVIRONMENT

Most U.S. localities are legally tasked to make deci-

sions that protect the health, safety and general wel-

fare of its inhabitants. While environmental health 

should be provided for all populations, communi-

ties of color are disproportionately burdened with 

environmental health hazards, such as proximity to 

pollutants, or inadequate access to green spaces, 

healthy food or transportation.

As a result of exposures and lack of health ameni-

ties, these communities experience a higher rate 

of health problems. The essayists in this section 

confront these examples of environmental racism, 

recognizing that multiple approaches and cross- 

sector collaboration must occur to make our systems 

more equitable.
 

Weblinks from Chapter 

• Radically Reimagining Our Systems by  

Dr. Danny TK Avula 

• Spaces to Breathe by Ryan Rinn 

• Climate Resilience and Justice in Richmond by 

Jeremy Hoffman 

• The Bus Should Be Free by Wyatt Gordon and 

Faith Walker 

• Episode 4: Equitable Green Space featuring 

Sheri Shannon and Ted Elmore

https://richmondracialequityessays.com/danny-avula
https://richmondracialequityessays.com/ryan-rinn
https://richmondracialequityessays.com/jeremy-hoffman
https://richmondracialequityessays.com/the-bus-should-be-free
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PInzK38ERjI
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1 Many of the essayists indicate that in addition to data, community leaders are critical to  addressing 

equity in environmental health. In what ways might community-led efforts impact health outcomes? 

In his essay, Jeremy Hoffman equates climate justice with racial justice. What is your definition of 

climate justice? How is this similar or different from racial justice? Do you see ways in which these 

two are linked?  

Ryan Rinn warns of “green gentrification” which happens when public investment in green spaces 

increases property values and prices out low- and middle-income residents. Have you seen this 

occur in your community or others? Do you know of policies that can combat it? If not, see this 

report, what solutions resonate with you?

Do you think the bus should be free? Why or why not?

2
3
4

EXERCISES 

• Is there a connection between the sections of your city that were redlined and the presence of green infrastructure (i.e., 
tree cover, parks, open spaces)? Study the redlining map of your city, noting neighborhoods that were redlined. How 
does the green infrastructure of these areas compare to that of other areas in the city?  

• Who are the local community leaders in your city that are working toward health equity? Make a list of these people and 
organizations and learn how they are organizing, educating and leading in your community.  

• Find the map of your city ’s bus/train system to assess who it serves. Pick a starting point in a lower-income residential 
area and determine which routes you would have to take to reach a significant employment center. Using the system’s 
timetable, determine how long it would take to get to work.  

https://thenextsystem.org/fighting-gentrification-best-practices
https://www.ioes.ucla.edu/wp-content/uploads/Greening-without-Gentrification-report-2019.pdf
https://www.ioes.ucla.edu/wp-content/uploads/Greening-without-Gentrification-report-2019.pdf
https://dsl.richmond.edu/panorama/redlining
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EXAMPLES
City of Tempe Urban Forestry Master Plan

https://www.tempe.gov/home/

showdocument?id=54581

Olympia Washington Zero Fare Program

https://www.intercitytransit.com/plan-your-trip/

zero-fare 

Land Justice Fund

https://duronchavis.com/ 

Southside ReLeaf

https://www.southsidereleaf.org/

Park Related Anti-Displacement Strategies 

https://www.ioes.ucla.edu/wp-content/uploads/

ADDITIONAL 
RESOURCES
Looking for additional information to further 
discourse on this topic? Check out the follow 
resources to expand your knowledge in this 
subject area:

• Parks and the Pandemic 

• Green Spaces Tied to Smaller Racial Gap in 
Coronavirus Infections by Chelsea Cirruzzo, 
U.S. News (May 4, 2021) 

• Fighting for Food Justice in a Gentrified 
Richmond by Cat Modlin-Jackson, RVAMag 
(April 23, 2019) 

• Green Gentrification by Isabelle Anguelovski, 
James JT Connolly, Laia Masip, Hamil 
Pearsall (2017)

• Heat Wave by Eric Klinenberg (2015) 

• Throwing Shade in RVA by Jeremy Hoffman 
(July 13, 2017) 

• Planned Destruction by LaToya S. Gray (July 
22, 2020) 

• Why the “wrong side of the tracks” is usually 
the east side of cities by Stephen DeBerry, 
TED Talk (April 2018) 

• RVAgreen 2050 

• Should Public Transit Be Free? More Cities 
Say, Why Not? by Ellen Barry, The New York 
Times (January 14, 2020)

https://www.tpl.org/parks-and-the-pandemic
https://www.usnews.com/news/health-news/articles/2021-05-04/green-spaces-tied-to-smaller-racial-gap-in-coronavirus-infections
https://www.usnews.com/news/health-news/articles/2021-05-04/green-spaces-tied-to-smaller-racial-gap-in-coronavirus-infections
https://rvamag.com/eatdrink/fighting-for-food-justice-in-a-gentrified-richmond.html
https://rvamag.com/eatdrink/fighting-for-food-justice-in-a-gentrified-richmond.html
http://www.bcnuej.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/06.2017-Open-Access-file-BCN-PIlot-Study.pdf
https://press.uchicago.edu/ucp/books/book/chicago/H/bo20809880.html
http://jeremyscotthoffman.com/throwing-shade
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/600d5cb0e0454b1a809da6d4f31db8ca
https://www.ted.com/talks/stephen_deberry_why_the_wrong_side_of_the_tracks_is_usually_the_east_side_of_cities
https://www.ted.com/talks/stephen_deberry_why_the_wrong_side_of_the_tracks_is_usually_the_east_side_of_cities
https://www.rvagreen2050.com/
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/01/14/us/free-public-transit.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/01/14/us/free-public-transit.html

