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Richmond Racial Equity Essays Project set to release Essays on Race and Equity in Richmond 
 
September 15, 2021, RICHMOND, Virginia --- The Richmond Racial Equity Essays (RREE), a 
collaboration between urban planner and diversity, equity and inclusion consultant Ebony Walden, Dr. 
Meghan Gough from Virginia Commonwealth University's Wilder School of Government and Public 
Affairs and activist and urban farmer Duron Chavis, is a multimedia project comprising a collection of 
24 essays, 7 video interviews and an 8-episode podcast series focused on racial equity in Richmond, 
Virginia. The project captures nearly 50 voices from all walks of life and sectors to explore what an 
equitable Richmond would look like, especially as it relates to racial equity, and highlight the strategies 
that will help us get there.  
 
 
A digital version of the essay collection is set to be released on Wednesday, September 15, 2021. This 
compilation of essays, edited by Ebony Walden and Dr. Meghan Gough, looks to highlight voices in the 
conversation on issues of race, place, planning, and equity in Richmond. With the COVID-19 pandemic, 
the tragic murder of George Floyd and the subsequent protests, activism and increased awareness of 
racial inequities and injustice, the need for a diversity of voices and solutions are even more timely and 
necessary as we try to recover and move forward. “A comprehensive, multi-sector, intergenerational, 
intersectional approach is needed for our anti-racist work.” said Walden 
 
“There are 27 essayists featured in our eBook. These authors are voices from the Richmond community 
- including activists, academics, non-profit and business leaders. We wanted to capture a range of 
perspectives on the inequities that plague our city and what we need to do to make changes,” said 
Walden. “We hope this project will lead Richmond, the former Capital of the Confederacy, toward a 
solid framework for how to advance racial equity and be a model for discussion in other cities,”  
 
“This project is designed to bring conversation, collaboration and innovation to the process of 
dismantling racism and reimagining Richmond.” Gough said in regards to the eBook.  “Dismantling 
structures of racism cannot be done by only a few people or institutions -- it requires us to consider 
policies and practices across institutions and question everyday behavior and norms. We hope the 
words of the essayists inspire us all to action.” 
 
The eBook is just the beginning of RREE’s work. The project intends to publish several video 
interviews produced in collaboration with activist and urban farmer Duron Chavis and a podcast series 
hosted by Ebony Walden to continue the conversation this fall.  
 
 

For more information visit www.richmondracialequityessays.com  
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