
St. Basil Catholic Church 
A Ruthenian Byzantine Catholic Church of the Eparchy of Passaic 

1475 NE 199 Street, Miami, FL 33179  
www.MiamiByzantine.org 

 
Served by: 

 Rev. Martin Vavrak, Administrator 
fr.martin@SouthFloridaByzantine.org  732.501.2810 

 Mr. Fred Wilson, Parish Manager & Cantor 
fwilson@SouthFloridaByzantine.org  631.974.1011 

 Fr. Deacon Michael Opalka 
mno333@comcast.net    954.232.9179 
 

SLAVA ISUSU CHRISTU! SLAVA NA VIKI! 
GLORY TO JESUS CHRIST! GLORY FOREVER! 

 

~ Liturgy Schedule ~ 
 

Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
EPISTLE 2nd Corinthians 11: 32-12: 9 
GOSPEL Luke 8: 5-15 
 

Sanctuary Candle:  
Health & Blessing of the Parish Family 
 

Saturday, October 3, 2026, 10:30 a.m. 
For the Faithful of the Parish 

 
Followed by Blessing of Animals 

 
 

  

Sunday of the Fathers of the First Ecumenical Council  
EPISTLE Galatians 1: 11-19  
GOSPEL Luke 7: 11-16 
 

Sanctuary Candle:  
Health & Blessing of the Mateo Stojkovic on his birthday 
 

Saturday, October 10, 2026, 10:30 a.m. 
For the Faithful of the Parish 

 
 

 

THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION)  
Fr. Martin is available to hear confession immediately following each Divine Liturgy, or by appointment. 

 

ROSARY SCHEDULE 
 Saturday: 10:15 a.m. 

 

~ Remember in your prayers ~ 
 

Please continue to remember in our prayers all the needs of the parish family, the sick and suffering, those who 
have asked for our prayers, especially Frantisek Vavrak, Helena Huk, Fr. Dcn. Michael Opalka, Fr. Ed Kakaty, 
Claudia Alarcon, Danny Leckliter, and George Stojkovic. Let us remember the priests and bishops of the Catholic 
Church, those people who have been denied their basic human rights and dignity, the oppressed, the lonely, the 
homeless and those who suffer, and those who have no peace of mind or heart.  

 

~ Pastoral Message ~ 
 

Dear faithful parishioners, and you who have come to our church for the first time – welcome! 
 
Be merciful and compassionate. This is the message of today’s Gospel: “Even as you wish men to do to you, so 
also do you to them.....Be merciful even as your Father is merciful. 
 
Jesus wants us to love as God loves. God is love itself. He loves, not because anyone deserves His kindness but 
because He loves His image and likeness....human beings. Their dignity as humans and their helplessness are 
the objects of God’s love and mercy. We human beings, however, are so much unlike God. This is why it is 
difficult for us to understand God’s love. His love extends to everyone....even His enemies. We know this 
especially from Jesus’ words on the cross, “Father, forgive them for they know not what they do!” But we....we 
favor friends. We love only those who love us, and, those who do good to us. We expect God to follow our 
human standards instead of us following His rules. Jesus gives us His standard...the commandments. “You have 
heard the commandment,” He said, “You shall love your friends but hate your enemies.” My command to you 
is: Love your enemies, pray for your persecutors. This will prove that you are sons of your heavenly Father. For 
His sun rises on the bad and the good. He allows it to rain on the just and the unjust.” (Matt. 5:43-46) 
 
Psalm 102 which is sung during the Divine Liturgy reminds us of God’s kindness and compassion. “Bless the Lord, 
O my soul; and all my being, bless His holy name. Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all His benefits. He 
pardons all your iniquities; He heals all your ills He redeems your life from destruction. He crowns you with 
kindness and compassion. He fills your lifetime with good; your youth is renewed like the eagles.” 
 
Rev. Martin Vavrak – Administrator  
 

~ Announcements & Reminders ~ 
 

COFFEE SOCIAL     Starting next Saturday, we'll begin collecting $1 for coffee and $1 for snacks ($2 total). These 
funds will go toward weekly supplies as well as future social activities. We also need a volunteer each week to 
make the coffee, bring a tasty treat, and cleanup. As a parish activity, this responsibility should not fall on any 
one person. If you would like to keep this tradition going, please volunteer to help and add your name to the 
signup sheet. Thank you for your continued support of this weekly gathering. 
 
HOLIDAY FOOD BANK DONATIONS     Through November 7, we will be collecting funds to help feed the hungry 
during the upcoming holiday season. The Greek Catholic Union (GCU) will generously match the total of our final 
collection, up to $500.00. All monies collected will be presented to Our Father’s House Soup Kitchen, a local not 
for profit based in Pompano. Through your generosity, we can live out Christ's teaching to "feed the hungry" and 
be His hands in our neighborhood. Together, we can turn compassion into action. "For I was hungry and you 
gave me food..." - Matthew 25:35  Please consider contributing today via the collection jar in the Vestibule. 
 

TAG SALE     Saturday, November 7, at OLOS from 7 am until 3:30 pm. St. Basil will have a booth and volunteers 
are needed. A signup sheet has been posted by the coffee station.  
 

ST. NICHOLAS LUNCHEON     Saturday, December 5, immediately following Divine Liturgy. An event Chair is 
needed to organize the festivities. Please speak with Fred. Also, all parishioners are invited to attend OLOS’ 
festivities on Sunday December 6. If you would like to purchase a ticket to attend at OLOS, please see Fred.  


