
St. Basil Catholic Church 
A Ruthenian Byzantine Catholic Church of the Eparchy of Passaic 

1475 NE 199 Street, Miami, FL 33179  
www.MiamiByzantine.org 

 
Served by: 

 Rev. Martin Vavrak, Administrator 
fr.martin@SouthFloridaByzantine.org  732.501.2810 

 Mr. Fred Wilson, Parish Manager & Cantor 
fwilson@SouthFloridaByzantine.org  631.974.1011 

 Fr. Deacon Michael Opalka 
mno333@comcast.net    954.232.9179 
 

SLAVA ISUSU CHRISTU! SLAVA NA VIKI! 
GLORY TO JESUS CHRIST! GLORY FOREVER! 

 

~ Liturgy Schedule ~ 
 

Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 
EPISTLE Romans 10: 1-10 
GOSPEL Matthew 8: 28-9: 3 
 
Sanctuary Candle:  
Health & Blessing of the Parish Family 
 

Saturday, June 27, 2026, 10:30 a.m. 
For the Faithful of the Parish 

 

  
Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 
EPISTLE Romans 12: 6-14 
GOSPEL Matthew 9: 1-8 
 
Sanctuary Candle:  
Health & Blessing of the Parish Family 
 

Saturday, July 4, 2026, 10:30 a.m. 
For the Faithful of the Parish 

 

 
THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION)  

Fr. Martin is available to hear confession immediately following each Divine Liturgy, or by appointment. 
 

~ Remember in your prayers ~ 
 
Please continue to remember in our prayers all the needs of the parish family, the sick and suffering, those who 
have asked for our prayers, especially Frantisek Vavrak, Helena Huk, Danny Leckliter, Lillian Weir and George 
Stojkovic. Let us remember the priests and bishops of the Catholic Church, those people who have been denied 
their basic human rights and dignity, the oppressed, the lonely, the homeless and those who suffer, and those 
who have no peace of mind or heart.  

 

~ Pastoral Message ~ 
 
Dear faithful parishioners, and you who have come to our church for the first time – welcome! 
 
Maronite Synaxarion 
  
Peter was originally from the town of Bethsaida on the shores of the Lake of Tiberias in the region of Galilee. In 
Aramaic, his name was Simon, son of John and the Lord gave him the name Peter, which means rock. He was 
married and worked with his brother Andrew as a fisherman at Capernaum. Almost nothing is known about his 
family life. Peter and Andrew were disciples of John the Baptizer and, when called by Christ, they became his 
followers. 
 
Peter had a fiery temperament and was, at times, somewhat hot-headed. Yet he loved Jesus and followed him 
with all his spirit. At Caesarea Philippi the Lord handed the care of the Church over to Peter and confirmed Peter's 
primacy after the resurrection. After the ascension Peter exercised his authority over the Church through his 
preaching and teaching in Antioch, Corinth and Rome. Peter wrote two epistles and the gospel of Mark preserves 
much of his teaching. He suffered and died in Rome where he was imprisoned and eventually crucified upside 
down on the Vatican Hill on the twenty-ninth day of June in the year 67. The Emperor Constantine constructed 
a church over his tomb. 
 
The Apostle Paul was born at Tarsus in Cilicia around the year 7. He called himself "Saul" and says concerning 
himself that he was "circumcised on the eighth day, being of the stock of Israel and the tribe of Benjamin, a 
Hebrew of Hebrew origins; in legal observance I was a Pharisee, and so zealous that I persecuted the church... 
But those things I used to consider gain I have now reappraised as loss in the light of Christ" (Philippians 3:5-7). 
He acquired knowledge of both the Greek and Hebrew cultures and studied theology in Jerusalem under the 
great Rabbi Gemaliel. He assisted in the persecution of Christians and was present at the death of Stephen. He 
was converted when the Lord appeared to preach the gospel to the gentiles. He traveled throughout the 
Mediterranean and some claim that he went as far as Spain. He was arrested and brought before the Jewish and 
Roman authorities. Because he was a Roman citizen he appealed his case to Rome where he was beheaded. The 
letters of Paul are an incomparable standing of Christ. 
 
To the Lord, who chose Peter to be chief of the apostles and Paul to be the apostle to the nations, be glory and 
praise forever! May their prayers be with us. Amen. 
 
Rev. Martin Vavrak 
Administrator  
 

~ Parishioner Corner ~ 
 

Do you have a note or announcement you would like to share with your fellow parishioners? 
 If so, the bulletin is great place to do so! If you would like to have something posted,  

please email Fred by the preceding Wednesday. 
 


