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A Ruthenian Byzantine Catholic Church of the Eparchy of Passaic 

1475 NE 199 Street, Miami, FL 33179  
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Served by: 

 Rev. Martin Vavrak, Administrator 
fr.martin@SouthFloridaByzantine.org  732.501.2810 

 Mr. Fred Wilson, Parish Manager & Cantor 
fwilson@SouthFloridaByzantine.org  631.974.1011 

 Fr. Deacon Michael Opalka 
mno333@comcast.net    954.232.9179 
 

SLAVA ISUSU CHRISTU! SLAVA NA VIKI! 
GLORY TO JESUS CHRIST! GLORY FOREVER! 

 

~ Liturgy Schedule ~ 
 

Third Sunday after Pentecost 
EPISTLE Romans 5: 1-10 
GOSPEL Matthew 6: 22-34 
 
Sanctuary Candle:  
Health & Blessing of Danny Leckliter 
 

Saturday, June 13, 2026, 10:30 a.m. 
Typika “Psalm Service” 

 

  
Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
EPISTLE Romans 6: 18-23 
GOSPEL Matthew 8: 5-13 
 
Sanctuary Candle:  
Health & Blessing of the Parish Family 
 

Saturday, June 20, 2026, 10:30 a.m. 
Honor of all the Fathers of our Parish Family 

 

 
THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION)  

Fr. Martin is available to hear confession immediately following each Divine Liturgy, or by appointment. 
 

~ Remember in your prayers ~ 
 
Please continue to remember in our prayers all the needs of the parish family, the sick and suffering, those who 
have asked for our prayers, especially Frantisek Vavrak, Helena Huk, Anna Vavrak, Danny Leckliter, Lillian Weir 
and George Stojkovic. Let us remember the priests and bishops of the Catholic Church, those people who have 
been denied their basic human rights and dignity, the oppressed, the lonely, the homeless and those who suffer, 
and those who have no peace of mind or heart.  

 

~ Pastoral Message ~ 
 
Dear faithful parishioners, and you who have come to our church for the first time – welcome! 
 
How can I seek first the kingdom of God? 
  
In the middle of the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus explains the value of having "treasures in heaven," i.e. doing 
and concerning oneself with spiritual and eternal things, and then moves on to admonitions not to worry about 
earthly things. In tying these two topics together, Jesus makes the oft-repeated statement: "But seek first the 
kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you" (Matthew 6:33). 
  
What is the kingdom of God in the first place? It is an entity with both spiritual and physical manifestations, 
depending on the period of history, which indicates God's special rule through Jesus Christ. This kingdom was 
first established during Jesus' earthly life and continues still at a spiritual level made up of those who believe in 
Him for their salvation. After the tribulation, Jesus will reign for 1,000 years, a period called the Millennium, 
which fulfills promises made to Israel and Jesus for an earthly reign of Messiah – the physical kingdom of God. 
  
With the meaning of the kingdom established, how does one "seek" it? When the context is taken into 
consideration, Matthew 6:33 appears to act as an intersection of the two previous topics, suggesting that if you 
concern yourself with spiritual things (seek the kingdom of God), the earthly concerns will "be added unto you" 
(essentially, provided for). To seek the kingdom of God is to intentionally focus on and fully experience 
relationship with God, usually through avenues He has provided such as prayer and meditating on His word. 
Seeking the kingdom of God does not stop there, however; it also includes sharing the fruit of relationship with 
God with others through things like evangelism, practical giving, and expressing love to others through whatever 
means God has specially gifted you or directed you. 
  
Finally, does this passage indicate that if we seek the kingdom of God all the things we worry about will be fixed? 
No, it does not. The concept that seeking God's kingdom is a means by which to promote earthly comfort is an 
erroneous preaching present in certain evangelical circles, and is referred to as the prosperity gospel. Again, the 
context of Matthew 6:33 is important, for the next sentence Jesus speaks is, "Therefore do not be anxious about 
tomorrow" (Matthew 6:34). Seeking God's kingdom does not mean the rest of life will be "fixed," but it does 
mean that we can have the surety necessary to keep in perspective the power of God over our lives, reducing 
our need to worry. 
 
Rev. Martin Vavrak 
Administrator  
 


