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SLAVA ISUSU CHRISTU! SLAVA NA VIKI!
GLORY TO JESUS CHRIST! GLORY FOREVER!

LITURGY SCHEDULE

Sixth Sunday after Pentecost

Holy, Glorious Prophet Elijah

EPISTLE Romas 12: 6-14 and James 5: 10-20
GOSPEL Mathew 9: 1-8 and Luke 4: 22-30

Saturday, July 19, 2025, 10:30 a.m.
In Blessed Memory of +Ernestina Ortiz
by Jorge Machado

Sanctuary Candle:
Health & Blessing of George Stojkovic

Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
EPISTLE Romas 15: 1-7
GOSPEL Mathew 9: 27-35

Saturday, July 26, 2025, 10:30 a.m.
In Blessed Memory of +Armando Alfonso
by Jorge Machado

Sanctuary Candle:
Health & Blessing of the Parish Family

CONFESSION SCHEDULE
Fr. Martin is available to hear confession immediately before and after each Divine Liturgy.

WELCOME!
We welcome our guests and visitors, and are happy to have them join us in prayer. If you have not officially
registered in the parish, and would like to, please speak with Fred.

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS Please continue to remember in our prayers all the needs of the parish family,
the sick and suffering, those who have asked for our prayers, especially Frantisek Vavrak, George Stojkovic,
Helena Hukova, Mateo Stojkovic, Serena Bravo, Stella Bravo, Gabriela Machado, and Laura McKenzie. Let us
remember the priests and bishops of the Catholic Church, those people who have been denied their basic
human rights and dignity, the oppressed, the lonely, the homeless and those who suffer, and those who have
no peace of mind or heart. Please contact Fred to have a name added or removed.

Please continue to keep George Stojkovic in your prayers, especially this coming Friday, July 25, as he undergoes
surgery. Let us also pray for the Marajh family, as they embark on a new chapter in their lives. May God grant
to his servants, George, Rodger and Wendy, many blessed years!

Sumuner Epawrchy Eventy

If you are interested in attending any of the following, please speak with Fr. Martin or Fred

July 20-24:
August 3:
Aug 10-14:

Altar Server Congress—Ages 6-17
Annual Saint Nicholas Pilgrimage at Carpathian Village/Saint Nicholas Shrine
Camp St Nicholas—Preteen Co-ed Camp, Ages 6-12

Pastoral Message

Dear Friends, Glory to Jesus Christ!
Saint Elias the Prophet — A Flame of Zeal for God

On July 20th, the Church celebrates the holy and glorious Prophet Elias, known in the West as Elijah, one of the
greatest and most fiery figures in the history of God’s people. Born in Thisbe (Thesbe) of Gilead, beyond the
Jordan, St. Elias came from priestly lineage and lived a life of profound asceticism and solitude. Clothed in a
mantle of sheepskin and girded with a leather belt, he walked the earth as a living testimony of faith, courage,
and zeal.

His very name—Elias, meaning “The Lord is my God” —was a proclamation of his mission. Consumed by zeal for
the true God in a time of rampant idolatry, he became a fearless prophet in the face of the wicked King Ahab
and Queen Jezebel, denouncing their sins and calling the people back to righteousness. By his prayers, the
heavens were shut, and no rain fell for three and a half years—a divine judgment meant to stir repentance. God
sustained him in miraculous ways, feeding him through ravens by the brook of Horrath, and later through the
generosity of a poor widow in Zarephath. To her, he not only multiplied her last handful of flour and oil but also
raised her son from the dead, revealing the power of God working through him.

Perhaps the most dramatic moment in his life occurred on Mount Carmel, where Elias challenged the prophets
of Baal. As all Israel watched, fire from heaven consumed his offering, proving that the Lord alone is God.
Afterward, he slew the 450 false prophets, purging the land of corruption and false worship. Elias encountered
God in the “still, small voice” on Mount Horeb, following a forty-day journey sustained by angelic bread—an
early foreshadowing of the spiritual food we now receive in the Eucharist. He boldly foretold the downfall of
Ahab’s dynasty and called out the wickedness of kings without fear. His earthly life ended not in death, but in a
heavenly mystery: as he walked with his disciple Elisha, a fiery chariot appeared and took him up to the heavens
in a whirlwind. He did not taste death but was translated alive, like Enoch before him, a living witness to the
promise of life eternal.

St. Elias remains a towering symbol of prophetic courage, prayerful power, and unwavering commitment to
God’s truth. His voice still echoes today—calling us to repentance, to faithfulness, and to a burning love for the
Lord our God. Holy Prophet Elias, intercede for us!

In Christ,
Fr. Mawtin Vowrak - Administrator

Announcementy and Remindery

THANK YOU A special thank you to Bob and Sharon Toth, parishioners of Our Lady of the Sign, for their
donation of the pictures and custom framing of Pope Leo, Metropolitan Bishop William, Bishop Kurt, Fr. Martin,
Deacon Michael, and Fred Wilson.
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Lord our God. Holy Prophet Elias, intercede for us!

In Christ,
Fr. Mawtin Vowrak - Administrator

Announcementy and Remindery

THANK YOU A special thank you to Bob and Sharon Toth, parishioners of Our Lady of the Sign, for their
donation of the pictures and custom framing of Pope Leo, Metropolitan Bishop William, Bishop Kurt, Fr. Martin,
Deacon Michael, and Fred Wilson.



Website

St. Basil the Great
Byzantine Catholic Church

1475 NE 199 Street — Miami
www.MiamiByzantine.org

Rev. Martin Vavrak
Administrator
fr.martin@SouthFloridaByzantine.org
(732) 501-2810

Fr. Deacon Michael Opalka

Mr. Fred Wilson
Parish Manager & Cantor
fwilson@SouthFloridaByzantine.org
(631) 974-1011

Contribute



SLAVA ISUSU CHRISTU! SLAVA NA VIKI!
GLORY TO JESUS CHRIST! GLORY FOREVER!

LITURGY SCHEDULE

Sixth Sunday after Pentecost

Holy, Glorious Prophet Elijah

EPISTLE Romas 12: 6-14 and James 5: 10-20
GOSPEL Mathew 9: 1-8 and Luke 4: 22-30

Saturday, July 19, 2025, 10:30 a.m.
In Blessed Memory of +Ernestina Ortiz
by Jorge Machado

Sanctuary Candle:
Health & Blessing of George Stojkovic

Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
EPISTLE Romas 15: 1-7
GOSPEL Mathew 9: 27-35

Saturday, July 26, 2025, 10:30 a.m.
In Blessed Memory of +Armando Alfonso
by Jorge Machado

Sanctuary Candle:
Health & Blessing of the Parish Family

CONFESSION SCHEDULE
Fr. Martin is available to hear confession immediately before and after each Divine Liturgy.

WELCOME!
We welcome our guests and visitors, and are happy to have them join us in prayer. If you have not officially
registered in the parish, and would like to, please speak with Fred.

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS Please continue to remember in our prayers all the needs of the parish family,
the sick and suffering, those who have asked for our prayers, especially Frantisek Vavrak, George Stojkovic,
Helena Hukova, Mateo Stojkovic, Serena Bravo, Stella Bravo, Gabriela Machado, and Laura McKenzie. Let us
remember the priests and bishops of the Catholic Church, those people who have been denied their basic
human rights and dignity, the oppressed, the lonely, the homeless and those who suffer, and those who have
no peace of mind or heart. Please contact Fred to have a name added or removed.

Please continue to keep George Stojkovic in your prayers, especially this coming Friday, July 25, as he undergoes
surgery. Let us also pray for the Marajh family, as they embark on a new chapter in their lives. May God grant
to his servants, George, Rodger and Wendy, many blessed years!

Sumuner Epawrchy Eventy

If you are interested in attending any of the following, please speak with Fr. Martin or Fred

July 20-24:
August 3:
Aug 10-14:

Altar Server Congress—Ages 6-17
Annual Saint Nicholas Pilgrimage at Carpathian Village/Saint Nicholas Shrine
Camp St Nicholas—Preteen Co-ed Camp, Ages 6-12

Pastoral Message

Dear Friends, Glory to Jesus Christ!
Saint Elias the Prophet — A Flame of Zeal for God

On July 20th, the Church celebrates the holy and glorious Prophet Elias, known in the West as Elijah, one of the
greatest and most fiery figures in the history of God’s people. Born in Thisbe (Thesbe) of Gilead, beyond the
Jordan, St. Elias came from priestly lineage and lived a life of profound asceticism and solitude. Clothed in a
mantle of sheepskin and girded with a leather belt, he walked the earth as a living testimony of faith, courage,
and zeal.

His very name—Elias, meaning “The Lord is my God” —was a proclamation of his mission. Consumed by zeal for
the true God in a time of rampant idolatry, he became a fearless prophet in the face of the wicked King Ahab
and Queen Jezebel, denouncing their sins and calling the people back to righteousness. By his prayers, the
heavens were shut, and no rain fell for three and a half years—a divine judgment meant to stir repentance. God
sustained him in miraculous ways, feeding him through ravens by the brook of Horrath, and later through the
generosity of a poor widow in Zarephath. To her, he not only multiplied her last handful of flour and oil but also
raised her son from the dead, revealing the power of God working through him.

Perhaps the most dramatic moment in his life occurred on Mount Carmel, where Elias challenged the prophets
of Baal. As all Israel watched, fire from heaven consumed his offering, proving that the Lord alone is God.
Afterward, he slew the 450 false prophets, purging the land of corruption and false worship. Elias encountered
God in the “still, small voice” on Mount Horeb, following a forty-day journey sustained by angelic bread—an
early foreshadowing of the spiritual food we now receive in the Eucharist. He boldly foretold the downfall of
Ahab’s dynasty and called out the wickedness of kings without fear. His earthly life ended not in death, but in a
heavenly mystery: as he walked with his disciple Elisha, a fiery chariot appeared and took him up to the heavens
in a whirlwind. He did not taste death but was translated alive, like Enoch before him, a living witness to the
promise of life eternal.

St. Elias remains a towering symbol of prophetic courage, prayerful power, and unwavering commitment to
God’s truth. His voice still echoes today—calling us to repentance, to faithfulness, and to a burning love for the
Lord our God. Holy Prophet Elias, intercede for us!

In Christ,
Fr. Mawtin Vowrak - Administrator

Announcementy and Remindery

THANK YOU A special thank you to Bob and Sharon Toth, parishioners of Our Lady of the Sign, for their
donation of the pictures and custom framing of Pope Leo, Metropolitan Bishop William, Bishop Kurt, Fr. Martin,
Deacon Michael, and Fred Wilson.



Website

St. Basil the Great
Byzantine Catholic Church

1475 NE 199 Street — Miami
www.MiamiByzantine.org

Rev. Martin Vavrak
Administrator
fr.martin@SouthFloridaByzantine.org
(732) 501-2810

Fr. Deacon Michael Opalka

Mr. Fred Wilson
Parish Manager & Cantor
fwilson@SouthFloridaByzantine.org
(631) 974-1011

Contribute



SLAVA ISUSU CHRISTU! SLAVA NA VIKI!
GLORY TO JESUS CHRIST! GLORY FOREVER!

LITURGY SCHEDULE

Sixth Sunday after Pentecost

Holy, Glorious Prophet Elijah

EPISTLE Romas 12: 6-14 and James 5: 10-20
GOSPEL Mathew 9: 1-8 and Luke 4: 22-30

Saturday, July 19, 2025, 10:30 a.m.
In Blessed Memory of +Ernestina Ortiz
by Jorge Machado

Sanctuary Candle:
Health & Blessing of George Stojkovic

Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
EPISTLE Romas 15: 1-7
GOSPEL Mathew 9: 27-35

Saturday, July 26, 2025, 10:30 a.m.
In Blessed Memory of +Armando Alfonso
by Jorge Machado

Sanctuary Candle:
Health & Blessing of the Parish Family

CONFESSION SCHEDULE
Fr. Martin is available to hear confession immediately before and after each Divine Liturgy.

WELCOME!
We welcome our guests and visitors, and are happy to have them join us in prayer. If you have not officially
registered in the parish, and would like to, please speak with Fred.

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS Please continue to remember in our prayers all the needs of the parish family,
the sick and suffering, those who have asked for our prayers, especially Frantisek Vavrak, George Stojkovic,
Helena Hukova, Mateo Stojkovic, Serena Bravo, Stella Bravo, Gabriela Machado, and Laura McKenzie. Let us
remember the priests and bishops of the Catholic Church, those people who have been denied their basic
human rights and dignity, the oppressed, the lonely, the homeless and those who suffer, and those who have
no peace of mind or heart. Please contact Fred to have a name added or removed.

Please continue to keep George Stojkovic in your prayers, especially this coming Friday, July 25, as he undergoes
surgery. Let us also pray for the Marajh family, as they embark on a new chapter in their lives. May God grant
to his servants, George, Rodger and Wendy, many blessed years!

Sumuner Epawrchy Eventy

If you are interested in attending any of the following, please speak with Fr. Martin or Fred

July 20-24:
August 3:
Aug 10-14:

Altar Server Congress—Ages 6-17
Annual Saint Nicholas Pilgrimage at Carpathian Village/Saint Nicholas Shrine
Camp St Nicholas—Preteen Co-ed Camp, Ages 6-12

Pastoral Message

Dear Friends, Glory to Jesus Christ!
Saint Elias the Prophet — A Flame of Zeal for God

On July 20th, the Church celebrates the holy and glorious Prophet Elias, known in the West as Elijah, one of the
greatest and most fiery figures in the history of God’s people. Born in Thisbe (Thesbe) of Gilead, beyond the
Jordan, St. Elias came from priestly lineage and lived a life of profound asceticism and solitude. Clothed in a
mantle of sheepskin and girded with a leather belt, he walked the earth as a living testimony of faith, courage,
and zeal.

His very name—Elias, meaning “The Lord is my God” —was a proclamation of his mission. Consumed by zeal for
the true God in a time of rampant idolatry, he became a fearless prophet in the face of the wicked King Ahab
and Queen Jezebel, denouncing their sins and calling the people back to righteousness. By his prayers, the
heavens were shut, and no rain fell for three and a half years—a divine judgment meant to stir repentance. God
sustained him in miraculous ways, feeding him through ravens by the brook of Horrath, and later through the
generosity of a poor widow in Zarephath. To her, he not only multiplied her last handful of flour and oil but also
raised her son from the dead, revealing the power of God working through him.

Perhaps the most dramatic moment in his life occurred on Mount Carmel, where Elias challenged the prophets
of Baal. As all Israel watched, fire from heaven consumed his offering, proving that the Lord alone is God.
Afterward, he slew the 450 false prophets, purging the land of corruption and false worship. Elias encountered
God in the “still, small voice” on Mount Horeb, following a forty-day journey sustained by angelic bread—an
early foreshadowing of the spiritual food we now receive in the Eucharist. He boldly foretold the downfall of
Ahab’s dynasty and called out the wickedness of kings without fear. His earthly life ended not in death, but in a
heavenly mystery: as he walked with his disciple Elisha, a fiery chariot appeared and took him up to the heavens
in a whirlwind. He did not taste death but was translated alive, like Enoch before him, a living witness to the
promise of life eternal.

St. Elias remains a towering symbol of prophetic courage, prayerful power, and unwavering commitment to
God’s truth. His voice still echoes today—calling us to repentance, to faithfulness, and to a burning love for the
Lord our God. Holy Prophet Elias, intercede for us!

In Christ,
Fr. Mawtin Vowrak - Administrator

Announcementy and Remindery

THANK YOU A special thank you to Bob and Sharon Toth, parishioners of Our Lady of the Sign, for their
donation of the pictures and custom framing of Pope Leo, Metropolitan Bishop William, Bishop Kurt, Fr. Martin,
Deacon Michael, and Fred Wilson.



Website

St. Basil the Great
Byzantine Catholic Church

1475 NE 199 Street — Miami
www.MiamiByzantine.org

Rev. Martin Vavrak
Administrator
fr.martin@SouthFloridaByzantine.org
(732) 501-2810

Fr. Deacon Michael Opalka

Mr. Fred Wilson
Parish Manager & Cantor
fwilson@SouthFloridaByzantine.org
(631) 974-1011

Contribute



SLAVA ISUSU CHRISTU! SLAVA NA VIKI!
GLORY TO JESUS CHRIST! GLORY FOREVER!

LITURGY SCHEDULE

Sixth Sunday after Pentecost

Holy, Glorious Prophet Elijah

EPISTLE Romas 12: 6-14 and James 5: 10-20
GOSPEL Mathew 9: 1-8 and Luke 4: 22-30

Saturday, July 19, 2025, 10:30 a.m.
In Blessed Memory of +Ernestina Ortiz
by Jorge Machado

Sanctuary Candle:
Health & Blessing of George Stojkovic

Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
EPISTLE Romas 15: 1-7
GOSPEL Mathew 9: 27-35

Saturday, July 26, 2025, 10:30 a.m.
In Blessed Memory of +Armando Alfonso
by Jorge Machado

Sanctuary Candle:
Health & Blessing of the Parish Family

CONFESSION SCHEDULE
Fr. Martin is available to hear confession immediately before and after each Divine Liturgy.

WELCOME!
We welcome our guests and visitors, and are happy to have them join us in prayer. If you have not officially
registered in the parish, and would like to, please speak with Fred.

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS Please continue to remember in our prayers all the needs of the parish family,
the sick and suffering, those who have asked for our prayers, especially Frantisek Vavrak, George Stojkovic,
Helena Hukova, Mateo Stojkovic, Serena Bravo, Stella Bravo, Gabriela Machado, and Laura McKenzie. Let us
remember the priests and bishops of the Catholic Church, those people who have been denied their basic
human rights and dignity, the oppressed, the lonely, the homeless and those who suffer, and those who have
no peace of mind or heart. Please contact Fred to have a name added or removed.

Please continue to keep George Stojkovic in your prayers, especially this coming Friday, July 25, as he undergoes
surgery. Let us also pray for the Marajh family, as they embark on a new chapter in their lives. May God grant
to his servants, George, Rodger and Wendy, many blessed years!

Sumuner Epawrchy Eventy

If you are interested in attending any of the following, please speak with Fr. Martin or Fred

July 20-24:
August 3:
Aug 10-14:

Altar Server Congress—Ages 6-17
Annual Saint Nicholas Pilgrimage at Carpathian Village/Saint Nicholas Shrine
Camp St Nicholas—Preteen Co-ed Camp, Ages 6-12

Pastoral Message

Dear Friends, Glory to Jesus Christ!
Saint Elias the Prophet — A Flame of Zeal for God

On July 20th, the Church celebrates the holy and glorious Prophet Elias, known in the West as Elijah, one of the
greatest and most fiery figures in the history of God’s people. Born in Thisbe (Thesbe) of Gilead, beyond the
Jordan, St. Elias came from priestly lineage and lived a life of profound asceticism and solitude. Clothed in a
mantle of sheepskin and girded with a leather belt, he walked the earth as a living testimony of faith, courage,
and zeal.

His very name—Elias, meaning “The Lord is my God” —was a proclamation of his mission. Consumed by zeal for
the true God in a time of rampant idolatry, he became a fearless prophet in the face of the wicked King Ahab
and Queen Jezebel, denouncing their sins and calling the people back to righteousness. By his prayers, the
heavens were shut, and no rain fell for three and a half years—a divine judgment meant to stir repentance. God
sustained him in miraculous ways, feeding him through ravens by the brook of Horrath, and later through the
generosity of a poor widow in Zarephath. To her, he not only multiplied her last handful of flour and oil but also
raised her son from the dead, revealing the power of God working through him.

Perhaps the most dramatic moment in his life occurred on Mount Carmel, where Elias challenged the prophets
of Baal. As all Israel watched, fire from heaven consumed his offering, proving that the Lord alone is God.
Afterward, he slew the 450 false prophets, purging the land of corruption and false worship. Elias encountered
God in the “still, small voice” on Mount Horeb, following a forty-day journey sustained by angelic bread—an
early foreshadowing of the spiritual food we now receive in the Eucharist. He boldly foretold the downfall of
Ahab’s dynasty and called out the wickedness of kings without fear. His earthly life ended not in death, but in a
heavenly mystery: as he walked with his disciple Elisha, a fiery chariot appeared and took him up to the heavens
in a whirlwind. He did not taste death but was translated alive, like Enoch before him, a living witness to the
promise of life eternal.

St. Elias remains a towering symbol of prophetic courage, prayerful power, and unwavering commitment to
God’s truth. His voice still echoes today—calling us to repentance, to faithfulness, and to a burning love for the
Lord our God. Holy Prophet Elias, intercede for us!

In Christ,
Fr. Mawtin Vowrak - Administrator

Announcementy and Remindery

THANK YOU A special thank you to Bob and Sharon Toth, parishioners of Our Lady of the Sign, for their
donation of the pictures and custom framing of Pope Leo, Metropolitan Bishop William, Bishop Kurt, Fr. Martin,
Deacon Michael, and Fred Wilson.



Website

St. Basil the Great
Byzantine Catholic Church

1475 NE 199 Street — Miami
www.MiamiByzantine.org

Rev. Martin Vavrak
Administrator
fr.martin@SouthFloridaByzantine.org
(732) 501-2810

Fr. Deacon Michael Opalka

Mr. Fred Wilson
Parish Manager & Cantor
fwilson@SouthFloridaByzantine.org
(631) 974-1011

Contribute



SLAVA ISUSU CHRISTU! SLAVA NA VIKI!
GLORY TO JESUS CHRIST! GLORY FOREVER!

LITURGY SCHEDULE

Sixth Sunday after Pentecost

Holy, Glorious Prophet Elijah

EPISTLE Romas 12: 6-14 and James 5: 10-20
GOSPEL Mathew 9: 1-8 and Luke 4: 22-30

Saturday, July 19, 2025, 10:30 a.m.
In Blessed Memory of +Ernestina Ortiz
by Jorge Machado

Sanctuary Candle:
Health & Blessing of George Stojkovic

Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
EPISTLE Romas 15: 1-7
GOSPEL Mathew 9: 27-35

Saturday, July 26, 2025, 10:30 a.m.
In Blessed Memory of +Armando Alfonso
by Jorge Machado

Sanctuary Candle:
Health & Blessing of the Parish Family

CONFESSION SCHEDULE
Fr. Martin is available to hear confession immediately before and after each Divine Liturgy.

WELCOME!
We welcome our guests and visitors, and are happy to have them join us in prayer. If you have not officially
registered in the parish, and would like to, please speak with Fred.

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS Please continue to remember in our prayers all the needs of the parish family,
the sick and suffering, those who have asked for our prayers, especially Frantisek Vavrak, George Stojkovic,
Helena Hukova, Mateo Stojkovic, Serena Bravo, Stella Bravo, Gabriela Machado, and Laura McKenzie. Let us
remember the priests and bishops of the Catholic Church, those people who have been denied their basic
human rights and dignity, the oppressed, the lonely, the homeless and those who suffer, and those who have
no peace of mind or heart. Please contact Fred to have a name added or removed.

Please continue to keep George Stojkovic in your prayers, especially this coming Friday, July 25, as he undergoes
surgery. Let us also pray for the Marajh family, as they embark on a new chapter in their lives. May God grant
to his servants, George, Rodger and Wendy, many blessed years!

Sumuner Epawrchy Eventy

If you are interested in attending any of the following, please speak with Fr. Martin or Fred

July 20-24:
August 3:
Aug 10-14:

Altar Server Congress—Ages 6-17
Annual Saint Nicholas Pilgrimage at Carpathian Village/Saint Nicholas Shrine
Camp St Nicholas—Preteen Co-ed Camp, Ages 6-12

Pastoral Message

Dear Friends, Glory to Jesus Christ!
Saint Elias the Prophet — A Flame of Zeal for God

On July 20th, the Church celebrates the holy and glorious Prophet Elias, known in the West as Elijah, one of the
greatest and most fiery figures in the history of God’s people. Born in Thisbe (Thesbe) of Gilead, beyond the
Jordan, St. Elias came from priestly lineage and lived a life of profound asceticism and solitude. Clothed in a
mantle of sheepskin and girded with a leather belt, he walked the earth as a living testimony of faith, courage,
and zeal.

His very name—Elias, meaning “The Lord is my God” —was a proclamation of his mission. Consumed by zeal for
the true God in a time of rampant idolatry, he became a fearless prophet in the face of the wicked King Ahab
and Queen Jezebel, denouncing their sins and calling the people back to righteousness. By his prayers, the
heavens were shut, and no rain fell for three and a half years—a divine judgment meant to stir repentance. God
sustained him in miraculous ways, feeding him through ravens by the brook of Horrath, and later through the
generosity of a poor widow in Zarephath. To her, he not only multiplied her last handful of flour and oil but also
raised her son from the dead, revealing the power of God working through him.

Perhaps the most dramatic moment in his life occurred on Mount Carmel, where Elias challenged the prophets
of Baal. As all Israel watched, fire from heaven consumed his offering, proving that the Lord alone is God.
Afterward, he slew the 450 false prophets, purging the land of corruption and false worship. Elias encountered
God in the “still, small voice” on Mount Horeb, following a forty-day journey sustained by angelic bread—an
early foreshadowing of the spiritual food we now receive in the Eucharist. He boldly foretold the downfall of
Ahab’s dynasty and called out the wickedness of kings without fear. His earthly life ended not in death, but in a
heavenly mystery: as he walked with his disciple Elisha, a fiery chariot appeared and took him up to the heavens
in a whirlwind. He did not taste death but was translated alive, like Enoch before him, a living witness to the
promise of life eternal.

St. Elias remains a towering symbol of prophetic courage, prayerful power, and unwavering commitment to
God’s truth. His voice still echoes today—calling us to repentance, to faithfulness, and to a burning love for the
Lord our God. Holy Prophet Elias, intercede for us!

In Christ,
Fr. Mawtin Vowrak - Administrator

Announcementy and Remindery

THANK YOU A special thank you to Bob and Sharon Toth, parishioners of Our Lady of the Sign, for their
donation of the pictures and custom framing of Pope Leo, Metropolitan Bishop William, Bishop Kurt, Fr. Martin,
Deacon Michael, and Fred Wilson.



Website

St. Basil the Great
Byzantine Catholic Church

1475 NE 199 Street — Miami
www.MiamiByzantine.org

Rev. Martin Vavrak
Administrator
fr.martin@SouthFloridaByzantine.org
(732) 501-2810

Fr. Deacon Michael Opalka

Mr. Fred Wilson
Parish Manager & Cantor
fwilson@SouthFloridaByzantine.org
(631) 974-1011

Contribute



SLAVA ISUSU CHRISTU! SLAVA NA VIKI!
GLORY TO JESUS CHRIST! GLORY FOREVER!

LITURGY SCHEDULE

Sixth Sunday after Pentecost

Holy, Glorious Prophet Elijah

EPISTLE Romas 12: 6-14 and James 5: 10-20
GOSPEL Mathew 9: 1-8 and Luke 4: 22-30

Saturday, July 19, 2025, 10:30 a.m.
In Blessed Memory of +Ernestina Ortiz
by Jorge Machado

Sanctuary Candle:
Health & Blessing of George Stojkovic

Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
EPISTLE Romas 15: 1-7
GOSPEL Mathew 9: 27-35

Saturday, July 26, 2025, 10:30 a.m.
In Blessed Memory of +Armando Alfonso
by Jorge Machado

Sanctuary Candle:
Health & Blessing of the Parish Family

CONFESSION SCHEDULE
Fr. Martin is available to hear confession immediately before and after each Divine Liturgy.

WELCOME!
We welcome our guests and visitors, and are happy to have them join us in prayer. If you have not officially
registered in the parish, and would like to, please speak with Fred.

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS Please continue to remember in our prayers all the needs of the parish family,
the sick and suffering, those who have asked for our prayers, especially Frantisek Vavrak, George Stojkovic,
Helena Hukova, Mateo Stojkovic, Serena Bravo, Stella Bravo, Gabriela Machado, and Laura McKenzie. Let us
remember the priests and bishops of the Catholic Church, those people who have been denied their basic
human rights and dignity, the oppressed, the lonely, the homeless and those who suffer, and those who have
no peace of mind or heart. Please contact Fred to have a name added or removed.

Please continue to keep George Stojkovic in your prayers, especially this coming Friday, July 25, as he undergoes
surgery. Let us also pray for the Marajh family, as they embark on a new chapter in their lives. May God grant
to his servants, George, Rodger and Wendy, many blessed years!

Sumuner Epawrchy Eventy

If you are interested in attending any of the following, please speak with Fr. Martin or Fred

July 20-24:
August 3:
Aug 10-14:

Altar Server Congress—Ages 6-17
Annual Saint Nicholas Pilgrimage at Carpathian Village/Saint Nicholas Shrine
Camp St Nicholas—Preteen Co-ed Camp, Ages 6-12

Pastoral Message

Dear Friends, Glory to Jesus Christ!
Saint Elias the Prophet — A Flame of Zeal for God

On July 20th, the Church celebrates the holy and glorious Prophet Elias, known in the West as Elijah, one of the
greatest and most fiery figures in the history of God’s people. Born in Thisbe (Thesbe) of Gilead, beyond the
Jordan, St. Elias came from priestly lineage and lived a life of profound asceticism and solitude. Clothed in a
mantle of sheepskin and girded with a leather belt, he walked the earth as a living testimony of faith, courage,
and zeal.

His very name—Elias, meaning “The Lord is my God” —was a proclamation of his mission. Consumed by zeal for
the true God in a time of rampant idolatry, he became a fearless prophet in the face of the wicked King Ahab
and Queen Jezebel, denouncing their sins and calling the people back to righteousness. By his prayers, the
heavens were shut, and no rain fell for three and a half years—a divine judgment meant to stir repentance. God
sustained him in miraculous ways, feeding him through ravens by the brook of Horrath, and later through the
generosity of a poor widow in Zarephath. To her, he not only multiplied her last handful of flour and oil but also
raised her son from the dead, revealing the power of God working through him.

Perhaps the most dramatic moment in his life occurred on Mount Carmel, where Elias challenged the prophets
of Baal. As all Israel watched, fire from heaven consumed his offering, proving that the Lord alone is God.
Afterward, he slew the 450 false prophets, purging the land of corruption and false worship. Elias encountered
God in the “still, small voice” on Mount Horeb, following a forty-day journey sustained by angelic bread—an
early foreshadowing of the spiritual food we now receive in the Eucharist. He boldly foretold the downfall of
Ahab’s dynasty and called out the wickedness of kings without fear. His earthly life ended not in death, but in a
heavenly mystery: as he walked with his disciple Elisha, a fiery chariot appeared and took him up to the heavens
in a whirlwind. He did not taste death but was translated alive, like Enoch before him, a living witness to the
promise of life eternal.

St. Elias remains a towering symbol of prophetic courage, prayerful power, and unwavering commitment to
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the sick and suffering, those who have asked for our prayers, especially Frantisek Vavrak, George Stojkovic,
Helena Hukova, Mateo Stojkovic, Serena Bravo, Stella Bravo, Gabriela Machado, and Laura McKenzie. Let us
remember the priests and bishops of the Catholic Church, those people who have been denied their basic
human rights and dignity, the oppressed, the lonely, the homeless and those who suffer, and those who have
no peace of mind or heart. Please contact Fred to have a name added or removed.

Please continue to keep George Stojkovic in your prayers, especially this coming Friday, July 25, as he undergoes
surgery. Let us also pray for the Marajh family, as they embark on a new chapter in their lives. May God grant
to his servants, George, Rodger and Wendy, many blessed years!
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and Queen Jezebel, denouncing their sins and calling the people back to righteousness. By his prayers, the
heavens were shut, and no rain fell for three and a half years—a divine judgment meant to stir repentance. God
sustained him in miraculous ways, feeding him through ravens by the brook of Horrath, and later through the
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in a whirlwind. He did not taste death but was translated alive, like Enoch before him, a living witness to the
promise of life eternal.

St. Elias remains a towering symbol of prophetic courage, prayerful power, and unwavering commitment to
God’s truth. His voice still echoes today—calling us to repentance, to faithfulness, and to a burning love for the
Lord our God. Holy Prophet Elias, intercede for us!

In Christ,
Fr. Mawtin Vowrak - Administrator

Announcementy and Remindery

THANK YOU A special thank you to Bob and Sharon Toth, parishioners of Our Lady of the Sign, for their
donation of the pictures and custom framing of Pope Leo, Metropolitan Bishop William, Bishop Kurt, Fr. Martin,
Deacon Michael, and Fred Wilson.



Website

St. Basil the Great
Byzantine Catholic Church

1475 NE 199 Street — Miami
www.MiamiByzantine.org

Rev. Martin Vavrak
Administrator
fr.martin@SouthFloridaByzantine.org
(732) 501-2810

Fr. Deacon Michael Opalka

Mr. Fred Wilson
Parish Manager & Cantor
fwilson@SouthFloridaByzantine.org
(631) 974-1011

Contribute



SLAVA ISUSU CHRISTU! SLAVA NA VIKI!
GLORY TO JESUS CHRIST! GLORY FOREVER!

LITURGY SCHEDULE

Sixth Sunday after Pentecost

Holy, Glorious Prophet Elijah

EPISTLE Romas 12: 6-14 and James 5: 10-20
GOSPEL Mathew 9: 1-8 and Luke 4: 22-30

Saturday, July 19, 2025, 10:30 a.m.
In Blessed Memory of +Ernestina Ortiz
by Jorge Machado

Sanctuary Candle:
Health & Blessing of George Stojkovic

Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
EPISTLE Romas 15: 1-7
GOSPEL Mathew 9: 27-35

Saturday, July 26, 2025, 10:30 a.m.
In Blessed Memory of +Armando Alfonso
by Jorge Machado

Sanctuary Candle:
Health & Blessing of the Parish Family

CONFESSION SCHEDULE
Fr. Martin is available to hear confession immediately before and after each Divine Liturgy.

WELCOME!
We welcome our guests and visitors, and are happy to have them join us in prayer. If you have not officially
registered in the parish, and would like to, please speak with Fred.

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS Please continue to remember in our prayers all the needs of the parish family,
the sick and suffering, those who have asked for our prayers, especially Frantisek Vavrak, George Stojkovic,
Helena Hukova, Mateo Stojkovic, Serena Bravo, Stella Bravo, Gabriela Machado, and Laura McKenzie. Let us
remember the priests and bishops of the Catholic Church, those people who have been denied their basic
human rights and dignity, the oppressed, the lonely, the homeless and those who suffer, and those who have
no peace of mind or heart. Please contact Fred to have a name added or removed.

Please continue to keep George Stojkovic in your prayers, especially this coming Friday, July 25, as he undergoes
surgery. Let us also pray for the Marajh family, as they embark on a new chapter in their lives. May God grant
to his servants, George, Rodger and Wendy, many blessed years!

Sumuner Epawrchy Eventy

If you are interested in attending any of the following, please speak with Fr. Martin or Fred

July 20-24:
August 3:
Aug 10-14:

Altar Server Congress—Ages 6-17
Annual Saint Nicholas Pilgrimage at Carpathian Village/Saint Nicholas Shrine
Camp St Nicholas—Preteen Co-ed Camp, Ages 6-12

Pastoral Message

Dear Friends, Glory to Jesus Christ!
Saint Elias the Prophet — A Flame of Zeal for God

On July 20th, the Church celebrates the holy and glorious Prophet Elias, known in the West as Elijah, one of the
greatest and most fiery figures in the history of God’s people. Born in Thisbe (Thesbe) of Gilead, beyond the
Jordan, St. Elias came from priestly lineage and lived a life of profound asceticism and solitude. Clothed in a
mantle of sheepskin and girded with a leather belt, he walked the earth as a living testimony of faith, courage,
and zeal.

His very name—Elias, meaning “The Lord is my God” —was a proclamation of his mission. Consumed by zeal for
the true God in a time of rampant idolatry, he became a fearless prophet in the face of the wicked King Ahab
and Queen Jezebel, denouncing their sins and calling the people back to righteousness. By his prayers, the
heavens were shut, and no rain fell for three and a half years—a divine judgment meant to stir repentance. God
sustained him in miraculous ways, feeding him through ravens by the brook of Horrath, and later through the
generosity of a poor widow in Zarephath. To her, he not only multiplied her last handful of flour and oil but also
raised her son from the dead, revealing the power of God working through him.

Perhaps the most dramatic moment in his life occurred on Mount Carmel, where Elias challenged the prophets
of Baal. As all Israel watched, fire from heaven consumed his offering, proving that the Lord alone is God.
Afterward, he slew the 450 false prophets, purging the land of corruption and false worship. Elias encountered
God in the “still, small voice” on Mount Horeb, following a forty-day journey sustained by angelic bread—an
early foreshadowing of the spiritual food we now receive in the Eucharist. He boldly foretold the downfall of
Ahab’s dynasty and called out the wickedness of kings without fear. His earthly life ended not in death, but in a
heavenly mystery: as he walked with his disciple Elisha, a fiery chariot appeared and took him up to the heavens
in a whirlwind. He did not taste death but was translated alive, like Enoch before him, a living witness to the
promise of life eternal.

St. Elias remains a towering symbol of prophetic courage, prayerful power, and unwavering commitment to
God’s truth. His voice still echoes today—calling us to repentance, to faithfulness, and to a burning love for the
Lord our God. Holy Prophet Elias, intercede for us!

In Christ,
Fr. Mawtin Vowrak - Administrator

Announcementy and Remindery

THANK YOU A special thank you to Bob and Sharon Toth, parishioners of Our Lady of the Sign, for their
donation of the pictures and custom framing of Pope Leo, Metropolitan Bishop William, Bishop Kurt, Fr. Martin,
Deacon Michael, and Fred Wilson.



Website

St. Basil the Great
Byzantine Catholic Church

1475 NE 199 Street — Miami
www.MiamiByzantine.org

Rev. Martin Vavrak
Administrator
fr.martin@SouthFloridaByzantine.org
(732) 501-2810

Fr. Deacon Michael Opalka

Mr. Fred Wilson
Parish Manager & Cantor
fwilson@SouthFloridaByzantine.org
(631) 974-1011

Contribute



SLAVA ISUSU CHRISTU! SLAVA NA VIKI!
GLORY TO JESUS CHRIST! GLORY FOREVER!

LITURGY SCHEDULE

Sixth Sunday after Pentecost

Holy, Glorious Prophet Elijah

EPISTLE Romas 12: 6-14 and James 5: 10-20
GOSPEL Mathew 9: 1-8 and Luke 4: 22-30

Saturday, July 19, 2025, 10:30 a.m.
In Blessed Memory of +Ernestina Ortiz
by Jorge Machado

Sanctuary Candle:
Health & Blessing of George Stojkovic

Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
EPISTLE Romas 15: 1-7
GOSPEL Mathew 9: 27-35

Saturday, July 26, 2025, 10:30 a.m.
In Blessed Memory of +Armando Alfonso
by Jorge Machado

Sanctuary Candle:
Health & Blessing of the Parish Family

CONFESSION SCHEDULE
Fr. Martin is available to hear confession immediately before and after each Divine Liturgy.

WELCOME!
We welcome our guests and visitors, and are happy to have them join us in prayer. If you have not officially
registered in the parish, and would like to, please speak with Fred.

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS Please continue to remember in our prayers all the needs of the parish family,
the sick and suffering, those who have asked for our prayers, especially Frantisek Vavrak, George Stojkovic,
Helena Hukova, Mateo Stojkovic, Serena Bravo, Stella Bravo, Gabriela Machado, and Laura McKenzie. Let us
remember the priests and bishops of the Catholic Church, those people who have been denied their basic
human rights and dignity, the oppressed, the lonely, the homeless and those who suffer, and those who have
no peace of mind or heart. Please contact Fred to have a name added or removed.

Please continue to keep George Stojkovic in your prayers, especially this coming Friday, July 25, as he undergoes
surgery. Let us also pray for the Marajh family, as they embark on a new chapter in their lives. May God grant
to his servants, George, Rodger and Wendy, many blessed years!

Sumuner Epawrchy Eventy

If you are interested in attending any of the following, please speak with Fr. Martin or Fred

July 20-24:
August 3:
Aug 10-14:

Altar Server Congress—Ages 6-17
Annual Saint Nicholas Pilgrimage at Carpathian Village/Saint Nicholas Shrine
Camp St Nicholas—Preteen Co-ed Camp, Ages 6-12

Pastoral Message

Dear Friends, Glory to Jesus Christ!
Saint Elias the Prophet — A Flame of Zeal for God

On July 20th, the Church celebrates the holy and glorious Prophet Elias, known in the West as Elijah, one of the
greatest and most fiery figures in the history of God’s people. Born in Thisbe (Thesbe) of Gilead, beyond the
Jordan, St. Elias came from priestly lineage and lived a life of profound asceticism and solitude. Clothed in a
mantle of sheepskin and girded with a leather belt, he walked the earth as a living testimony of faith, courage,
and zeal.

His very name—Elias, meaning “The Lord is my God” —was a proclamation of his mission. Consumed by zeal for
the true God in a time of rampant idolatry, he became a fearless prophet in the face of the wicked King Ahab
and Queen Jezebel, denouncing their sins and calling the people back to righteousness. By his prayers, the
heavens were shut, and no rain fell for three and a half years—a divine judgment meant to stir repentance. God
sustained him in miraculous ways, feeding him through ravens by the brook of Horrath, and later through the
generosity of a poor widow in Zarephath. To her, he not only multiplied her last handful of flour and oil but also
raised her son from the dead, revealing the power of God working through him.

Perhaps the most dramatic moment in his life occurred on Mount Carmel, where Elias challenged the prophets
of Baal. As all Israel watched, fire from heaven consumed his offering, proving that the Lord alone is God.
Afterward, he slew the 450 false prophets, purging the land of corruption and false worship. Elias encountered
God in the “still, small voice” on Mount Horeb, following a forty-day journey sustained by angelic bread—an
early foreshadowing of the spiritual food we now receive in the Eucharist. He boldly foretold the downfall of
Ahab’s dynasty and called out the wickedness of kings without fear. His earthly life ended not in death, but in a
heavenly mystery: as he walked with his disciple Elisha, a fiery chariot appeared and took him up to the heavens
in a whirlwind. He did not taste death but was translated alive, like Enoch before him, a living witness to the
promise of life eternal.

St. Elias remains a towering symbol of prophetic courage, prayerful power, and unwavering commitment to
God’s truth. His voice still echoes today—calling us to repentance, to faithfulness, and to a burning love for the
Lord our God. Holy Prophet Elias, intercede for us!

In Christ,
Fr. Mawtin Vowrak - Administrator

Announcementy and Remindery

THANK YOU A special thank you to Bob and Sharon Toth, parishioners of Our Lady of the Sign, for their
donation of the pictures and custom framing of Pope Leo, Metropolitan Bishop William, Bishop Kurt, Fr. Martin,
Deacon Michael, and Fred Wilson.



Website

St. Basil the Great
Byzantine Catholic Church

1475 NE 199 Street — Miami
www.MiamiByzantine.org

Rev. Martin Vavrak
Administrator
fr.martin@SouthFloridaByzantine.org
(732) 501-2810

Fr. Deacon Michael Opalka

Mr. Fred Wilson
Parish Manager & Cantor
fwilson@SouthFloridaByzantine.org
(631) 974-1011

Contribute



SLAVA ISUSU CHRISTU! SLAVA NA VIKI!
GLORY TO JESUS CHRIST! GLORY FOREVER!

LITURGY SCHEDULE

Sixth Sunday after Pentecost

Holy, Glorious Prophet Elijah

EPISTLE Romas 12: 6-14 and James 5: 10-20
GOSPEL Mathew 9: 1-8 and Luke 4: 22-30

Saturday, July 19, 2025, 10:30 a.m.
In Blessed Memory of +Ernestina Ortiz
by Jorge Machado

Sanctuary Candle:
Health & Blessing of George Stojkovic

Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
EPISTLE Romas 15: 1-7
GOSPEL Mathew 9: 27-35

Saturday, July 26, 2025, 10:30 a.m.
In Blessed Memory of +Armando Alfonso
by Jorge Machado

Sanctuary Candle:
Health & Blessing of the Parish Family

CONFESSION SCHEDULE
Fr. Martin is available to hear confession immediately before and after each Divine Liturgy.

WELCOME!
We welcome our guests and visitors, and are happy to have them join us in prayer. If you have not officially
registered in the parish, and would like to, please speak with Fred.

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS Please continue to remember in our prayers all the needs of the parish family,
the sick and suffering, those who have asked for our prayers, especially Frantisek Vavrak, George Stojkovic,
Helena Hukova, Mateo Stojkovic, Serena Bravo, Stella Bravo, Gabriela Machado, and Laura McKenzie. Let us
remember the priests and bishops of the Catholic Church, those people who have been denied their basic
human rights and dignity, the oppressed, the lonely, the homeless and those who suffer, and those who have
no peace of mind or heart. Please contact Fred to have a name added or removed.

Please continue to keep George Stojkovic in your prayers, especially this coming Friday, July 25, as he undergoes
surgery. Let us also pray for the Marajh family, as they embark on a new chapter in their lives. May God grant
to his servants, George, Rodger and Wendy, many blessed years!

Sumuner Epawrchy Eventy

If you are interested in attending any of the following, please speak with Fr. Martin or Fred

July 20-24:
August 3:
Aug 10-14:

Altar Server Congress—Ages 6-17
Annual Saint Nicholas Pilgrimage at Carpathian Village/Saint Nicholas Shrine
Camp St Nicholas—Preteen Co-ed Camp, Ages 6-12

Pastoral Message

Dear Friends, Glory to Jesus Christ!
Saint Elias the Prophet — A Flame of Zeal for God

On July 20th, the Church celebrates the holy and glorious Prophet Elias, known in the West as Elijah, one of the
greatest and most fiery figures in the history of God’s people. Born in Thisbe (Thesbe) of Gilead, beyond the
Jordan, St. Elias came from priestly lineage and lived a life of profound asceticism and solitude. Clothed in a
mantle of sheepskin and girded with a leather belt, he walked the earth as a living testimony of faith, courage,
and zeal.

His very name—Elias, meaning “The Lord is my God” —was a proclamation of his mission. Consumed by zeal for
the true God in a time of rampant idolatry, he became a fearless prophet in the face of the wicked King Ahab
and Queen Jezebel, denouncing their sins and calling the people back to righteousness. By his prayers, the
heavens were shut, and no rain fell for three and a half years—a divine judgment meant to stir repentance. God
sustained him in miraculous ways, feeding him through ravens by the brook of Horrath, and later through the
generosity of a poor widow in Zarephath. To her, he not only multiplied her last handful of flour and oil but also
raised her son from the dead, revealing the power of God working through him.

Perhaps the most dramatic moment in his life occurred on Mount Carmel, where Elias challenged the prophets
of Baal. As all Israel watched, fire from heaven consumed his offering, proving that the Lord alone is God.
Afterward, he slew the 450 false prophets, purging the land of corruption and false worship. Elias encountered
God in the “still, small voice” on Mount Horeb, following a forty-day journey sustained by angelic bread—an
early foreshadowing of the spiritual food we now receive in the Eucharist. He boldly foretold the downfall of
Ahab’s dynasty and called out the wickedness of kings without fear. His earthly life ended not in death, but in a
heavenly mystery: as he walked with his disciple Elisha, a fiery chariot appeared and took him up to the heavens
in a whirlwind. He did not taste death but was translated alive, like Enoch before him, a living witness to the
promise of life eternal.

St. Elias remains a towering symbol of prophetic courage, prayerful power, and unwavering commitment to
God’s truth. His voice still echoes today—calling us to repentance, to faithfulness, and to a burning love for the
Lord our God. Holy Prophet Elias, intercede for us!

In Christ,
Fr. Mawtin Vowrak - Administrator

Announcementy and Remindery

THANK YOU A special thank you to Bob and Sharon Toth, parishioners of Our Lady of the Sign, for their
donation of the pictures and custom framing of Pope Leo, Metropolitan Bishop William, Bishop Kurt, Fr. Martin,
Deacon Michael, and Fred Wilson.



Website

St. Basil the Great
Byzantine Catholic Church

1475 NE 199 Street — Miami
www.MiamiByzantine.org

Rev. Martin Vavrak
Administrator
fr.martin@SouthFloridaByzantine.org
(732) 501-2810

Fr. Deacon Michael Opalka

Mr. Fred Wilson
Parish Manager & Cantor
fwilson@SouthFloridaByzantine.org
(631) 974-1011

Contribute



SLAVA ISUSU CHRISTU! SLAVA NA VIKI!
GLORY TO JESUS CHRIST! GLORY FOREVER!

LITURGY SCHEDULE

Sixth Sunday after Pentecost

Holy, Glorious Prophet Elijah

EPISTLE Romas 12: 6-14 and James 5: 10-20
GOSPEL Mathew 9: 1-8 and Luke 4: 22-30

Saturday, July 19, 2025, 10:30 a.m.
In Blessed Memory of +Ernestina Ortiz
by Jorge Machado

Sanctuary Candle:
Health & Blessing of George Stojkovic

Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
EPISTLE Romas 15: 1-7
GOSPEL Mathew 9: 27-35

Saturday, July 26, 2025, 10:30 a.m.
In Blessed Memory of +Armando Alfonso
by Jorge Machado

Sanctuary Candle:
Health & Blessing of the Parish Family

CONFESSION SCHEDULE
Fr. Martin is available to hear confession immediately before and after each Divine Liturgy.

WELCOME!
We welcome our guests and visitors, and are happy to have them join us in prayer. If you have not officially
registered in the parish, and would like to, please speak with Fred.

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS Please continue to remember in our prayers all the needs of the parish family,
the sick and suffering, those who have asked for our prayers, especially Frantisek Vavrak, George Stojkovic,
Helena Hukova, Mateo Stojkovic, Serena Bravo, Stella Bravo, Gabriela Machado, and Laura McKenzie. Let us
remember the priests and bishops of the Catholic Church, those people who have been denied their basic
human rights and dignity, the oppressed, the lonely, the homeless and those who suffer, and those who have
no peace of mind or heart. Please contact Fred to have a name added or removed.

Please continue to keep George Stojkovic in your prayers, especially this coming Friday, July 25, as he undergoes
surgery. Let us also pray for the Marajh family, as they embark on a new chapter in their lives. May God grant
to his servants, George, Rodger and Wendy, many blessed years!

Sumuner Epawrchy Eventy

If you are interested in attending any of the following, please speak with Fr. Martin or Fred

July 20-24:
August 3:
Aug 10-14:

Altar Server Congress—Ages 6-17
Annual Saint Nicholas Pilgrimage at Carpathian Village/Saint Nicholas Shrine
Camp St Nicholas—Preteen Co-ed Camp, Ages 6-12

Pastoral Message

Dear Friends, Glory to Jesus Christ!
Saint Elias the Prophet — A Flame of Zeal for God

On July 20th, the Church celebrates the holy and glorious Prophet Elias, known in the West as Elijah, one of the
greatest and most fiery figures in the history of God’s people. Born in Thisbe (Thesbe) of Gilead, beyond the
Jordan, St. Elias came from priestly lineage and lived a life of profound asceticism and solitude. Clothed in a
mantle of sheepskin and girded with a leather belt, he walked the earth as a living testimony of faith, courage,
and zeal.

His very name—Elias, meaning “The Lord is my God” —was a proclamation of his mission. Consumed by zeal for
the true God in a time of rampant idolatry, he became a fearless prophet in the face of the wicked King Ahab
and Queen Jezebel, denouncing their sins and calling the people back to righteousness. By his prayers, the
heavens were shut, and no rain fell for three and a half years—a divine judgment meant to stir repentance. God
sustained him in miraculous ways, feeding him through ravens by the brook of Horrath, and later through the
generosity of a poor widow in Zarephath. To her, he not only multiplied her last handful of flour and oil but also
raised her son from the dead, revealing the power of God working through him.

Perhaps the most dramatic moment in his life occurred on Mount Carmel, where Elias challenged the prophets
of Baal. As all Israel watched, fire from heaven consumed his offering, proving that the Lord alone is God.
Afterward, he slew the 450 false prophets, purging the land of corruption and false worship. Elias encountered
God in the “still, small voice” on Mount Horeb, following a forty-day journey sustained by angelic bread—an
early foreshadowing of the spiritual food we now receive in the Eucharist. He boldly foretold the downfall of
Ahab’s dynasty and called out the wickedness of kings without fear. His earthly life ended not in death, but in a
heavenly mystery: as he walked with his disciple Elisha, a fiery chariot appeared and took him up to the heavens
in a whirlwind. He did not taste death but was translated alive, like Enoch before him, a living witness to the
promise of life eternal.

St. Elias remains a towering symbol of prophetic courage, prayerful power, and unwavering commitment to
God’s truth. His voice still echoes today—calling us to repentance, to faithfulness, and to a burning love for the
Lord our God. Holy Prophet Elias, intercede for us!

In Christ,
Fr. Mawtin Vowrak - Administrator

Announcementy and Remindery

THANK YOU A special thank you to Bob and Sharon Toth, parishioners of Our Lady of the Sign, for their
donation of the pictures and custom framing of Pope Leo, Metropolitan Bishop William, Bishop Kurt, Fr. Martin,
Deacon Michael, and Fred Wilson.



Website

St. Basil the Great
Byzantine Catholic Church

1475 NE 199 Street — Miami
www.MiamiByzantine.org

Rev. Martin Vavrak
Administrator
fr.martin@SouthFloridaByzantine.org
(732) 501-2810

Fr. Deacon Michael Opalka

Mr. Fred Wilson
Parish Manager & Cantor
fwilson@SouthFloridaByzantine.org
(631) 974-1011

Contribute



SLAVA ISUSU CHRISTU! SLAVA NA VIKI!
GLORY TO JESUS CHRIST! GLORY FOREVER!

LITURGY SCHEDULE

Sixth Sunday after Pentecost

Holy, Glorious Prophet Elijah

EPISTLE Romas 12: 6-14 and James 5: 10-20
GOSPEL Mathew 9: 1-8 and Luke 4: 22-30

Saturday, July 19, 2025, 10:30 a.m.
In Blessed Memory of +Ernestina Ortiz
by Jorge Machado

Sanctuary Candle:
Health & Blessing of George Stojkovic

Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
EPISTLE Romas 15: 1-7
GOSPEL Mathew 9: 27-35

Saturday, July 26, 2025, 10:30 a.m.
In Blessed Memory of +Armando Alfonso
by Jorge Machado

Sanctuary Candle:
Health & Blessing of the Parish Family

CONFESSION SCHEDULE
Fr. Martin is available to hear confession immediately before and after each Divine Liturgy.

WELCOME!
We welcome our guests and visitors, and are happy to have them join us in prayer. If you have not officially
registered in the parish, and would like to, please speak with Fred.

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS Please continue to remember in our prayers all the needs of the parish family,
the sick and suffering, those who have asked for our prayers, especially Frantisek Vavrak, George Stojkovic,
Helena Hukova, Mateo Stojkovic, Serena Bravo, Stella Bravo, Gabriela Machado, and Laura McKenzie. Let us
remember the priests and bishops of the Catholic Church, those people who have been denied their basic
human rights and dignity, the oppressed, the lonely, the homeless and those who suffer, and those who have
no peace of mind or heart. Please contact Fred to have a name added or removed.

Please continue to keep George Stojkovic in your prayers, especially this coming Friday, July 25, as he undergoes
surgery. Let us also pray for the Marajh family, as they embark on a new chapter in their lives. May God grant
to his servants, George, Rodger and Wendy, many blessed years!

Sumuner Epawrchy Eventy

If you are interested in attending any of the following, please speak with Fr. Martin or Fred

July 20-24:
August 3:
Aug 10-14:

Altar Server Congress—Ages 6-17
Annual Saint Nicholas Pilgrimage at Carpathian Village/Saint Nicholas Shrine
Camp St Nicholas—Preteen Co-ed Camp, Ages 6-12

Pastoral Message

Dear Friends, Glory to Jesus Christ!
Saint Elias the Prophet — A Flame of Zeal for God

On July 20th, the Church celebrates the holy and glorious Prophet Elias, known in the West as Elijah, one of the
greatest and most fiery figures in the history of God’s people. Born in Thisbe (Thesbe) of Gilead, beyond the
Jordan, St. Elias came from priestly lineage and lived a life of profound asceticism and solitude. Clothed in a
mantle of sheepskin and girded with a leather belt, he walked the earth as a living testimony of faith, courage,
and zeal.

His very name—Elias, meaning “The Lord is my God” —was a proclamation of his mission. Consumed by zeal for
the true God in a time of rampant idolatry, he became a fearless prophet in the face of the wicked King Ahab
and Queen Jezebel, denouncing their sins and calling the people back to righteousness. By his prayers, the
heavens were shut, and no rain fell for three and a half years—a divine judgment meant to stir repentance. God
sustained him in miraculous ways, feeding him through ravens by the brook of Horrath, and later through the
generosity of a poor widow in Zarephath. To her, he not only multiplied her last handful of flour and oil but also
raised her son from the dead, revealing the power of God working through him.

Perhaps the most dramatic moment in his life occurred on Mount Carmel, where Elias challenged the prophets
of Baal. As all Israel watched, fire from heaven consumed his offering, proving that the Lord alone is God.
Afterward, he slew the 450 false prophets, purging the land of corruption and false worship. Elias encountered
God in the “still, small voice” on Mount Horeb, following a forty-day journey sustained by angelic bread—an
early foreshadowing of the spiritual food we now receive in the Eucharist. He boldly foretold the downfall of
Ahab’s dynasty and called out the wickedness of kings without fear. His earthly life ended not in death, but in a
heavenly mystery: as he walked with his disciple Elisha, a fiery chariot appeared and took him up to the heavens
in a whirlwind. He did not taste death but was translated alive, like Enoch before him, a living witness to the
promise of life eternal.

St. Elias remains a towering symbol of prophetic courage, prayerful power, and unwavering commitment to
God’s truth. His voice still echoes today—calling us to repentance, to faithfulness, and to a burning love for the
Lord our God. Holy Prophet Elias, intercede for us!

In Christ,
Fr. Mawtin Vowrak - Administrator

Announcementy and Remindery

THANK YOU A special thank you to Bob and Sharon Toth, parishioners of Our Lady of the Sign, for their
donation of the pictures and custom framing of Pope Leo, Metropolitan Bishop William, Bishop Kurt, Fr. Martin,
Deacon Michael, and Fred Wilson.
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