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WHAT IS BLACK LIVES MATTER?

●Black Lives Matter is an activist movement which began as a hashtag (#BlackLivesMatter) when
George Zimmerman was acquitted in the shooting death of Trayvon Martin, an unarmed African
American teenager killed in Florida in July 2013.

● The Black Lives Matter movement became more widely acknowledged and popularized after two
high-profile deaths of unarmed African-American men: Eric Garner in Staten Island, New York and
Michael Brown in Ferguson, Missouri in 2014 and in which police officers involved in their deaths
were not indicted. Due to the deaths of other unarmed African Americans, ongoing local and
national protests and other actions have brought awareness of the issues and the movement to
the general public.

●While Black Lives Matter began as a hashtag on Twitter and other social media, it has since
evolved into a “movement.” As of August 2015, more than 1000 Black Lives Matter demonstrations
have been held worldwide. Recently, four Black Lives activists released “Campaign Zero,” which
includes ten policy solutions developed in conjunction with activists, protestors and researchers
across the country, integrating community demands, input from research organizations and the
Former US President Obama’s Task Force on 21st Century Policing.



WHY THIS MOVEMENT?

● Fifty years ago most blacks were indeed trapped in poverty, although they did not reside in inner cities. A trivial 5

percent of black men nationally were engaged in nonmanual, white-collar work of any kind; the vast majority held ill-

paid, insecure, manual jobs—jobs that few whites would take.

● Beginning in the 1940s, however, deep demographic and economic change, accompanied by a marked shift in

white racial attitudes, started blacks down the road to much greater equality. As a consequence, with the shortage

of workers in northern manufacturing plants following the outbreak of World War II, southern blacks in search of

jobs boarded trains and buses in a Great Migration that lasted through the mid-1960s. They found what they were

looking for: wages so strikingly high that in 1953 the average income for a black family in the North was almost

twice that of those who remained in the South. And through much of the 1950s wages rose steadily and

unemployment was low.

● Thus by 1960 only one out of seven black men still labored on the land, and almost a quarter were in white-collar or

skilled manual occupations. Another 24 percent had semiskilled factory jobs that meant membership in the stable

working class, while the proportion of black women working as servants had been cut in half. From 1940 to 1970,

black men cut the income gap by about a third, and by 1970 they were earning roughly 60 percent of what white

men took in. The advancement of black women was even more impressive.



BUT…
THESE SHOW THAT THE BLACKS HAVE 

ACHIEVED A LOT THROUGH THE YEARS. BUT 
REECENTLY THE RACISM HAS SPIKED AGAIN



INCREASE OF RACISM IN THE LAST YEARS

2020

201860%

80%

201630%



LET’S SPEAK STATS!

AMERICA EUROPE Australia AFRICA ASIA

Latins 20% 30% 12% 20% 10%

WHITE PEOPLE 10% 5% 10% 25% 5%

Black people 80% 45% 20% 5% 30%



RACE IDENTITY OF PEOPLE KILLED

6.78 Black people
Killed per million 

3.2 Latino
Killed per million 

2.07 White people
Killed per million 

3.28
Black people were killed

Times more often than people white
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TIMELINE

Phase 02

Phase 01 Phase 03

Started as a 
Hashtag 
#BlackLivesMatter

One of the biggest 
activist movement 
of the 21st Century

Small  Protests in 
The south of the US 
Territory.



DISCREmination towards BLACK PEOPLE

SCHOOL

15% of the total is 
Black Enrollment

HEALTH

White people receive 
better health care 

treatment than 40% 
of the blacks.

CRIMINAL

88% police stops are 
for black people out 

of which only 70% are 
guilty as compared to 
the 10% police stops 

for whites.



DISCRIMINATION TOWARDS BLACK PEOPLE

BULLYING
15.8% people face 

harassment and bullying 
daily.

JUSTICE
Blacks receive 19.1% longer 

sentences than white people 
for the same crime



IMPORTANT BLACK FIGURES 
throughout



“To be Negro in America is 
to hope against hope.”

- - MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. FORMER US MINISTER & A 
KNOWN CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT FIGURE



“I know that there’s some who have criticized even the phrase
‘Black Lives Matter’ as if the notion is as if other lives don’t
matter. We get ‘All Lives Matter’ or ‘Blue Lives Matter.’ I
understand the point they’re trying to make. I think it’s also
important for us to understand that the phrase ‘Black Lives
Matter’ simply refers to the notion that there’s a specific
vulnerability for African-Americans that needs to be addressed.
It’s not meant to suggest that other lives don’t matter. It’s to
suggest that other folks aren’t experiencing this particular
vulnerability and so we shouldn’t get too caught up somehow in
this notion that people who are asking for fair treatment are
somehow automatically anti-police or trying to only look out for
black lives as opposed to others. I think we have to be careful
about playing that game because, obviously, that’s not what is
intended.” BARACK OBAMA

FORMER US PRESIDENT
& FIRST BLACK PRESIDENT OF USA



“Don’t ever forget how 
much power you have.”

- FORMER FIRST LADY OF US ON A BLACK 
GIRLS’ CONFERENCE IN A SCHOOL.

BEING CALLED AN ANGRY BLACK WOMAN DID 
NOT DETER HER FROM BEING ONE OF THE  
BEST FIRST LADY USA HAS SEEN.



"I do not know a black man, period, who has
not been profiled. I do not know a black man
who has not been stopped at some point—
including Stedman Graham....There's no black
mother that hasn't had the conversation with
their son about making the adaption to when
you're stopped, having the right demeanor
and behavior and going into that. Whatever is
necessary to keep yourself alive."

- OPRAH WINFREY



-ROSA PARKS

“People always say that I didn’t give
up my seat because I was tired, but
that isn’t true. I was not tired
physically … No, the only tired I
was, was tired of giving in.”



“The Black female is assaulted in her tender
years by all those common forces of nature at
the same time that she is caught in the
tripartite crossfire of masculine prejudice,
white illogical hate and Black lack of power.
The fact that the adult American Negro female
emerges a formidable character is often met
with amazement, distaste and even
belligerence. It is seldom accepted as an
inevitable outcome of the struggle won by
survivors and deserves respect if not
enthusiastic acceptance.”

-MAYA ANGELOU



“I’m from Anderson, S.C., but I grew up in
the South. So I know what it is to ride to
school and have Confederate flags
flying from trucks in front of me and
behind me, to see a parking lot full of
people with Confederate flags and
know what that means. I’ve been stopped
by police for no reason.”

-CHADWICK BOSEMAN 
or

THE BLACK PANTHER



AND

MANY MORE…



THIS MAY NOT BE IN OUR COUNTRY 
BUT SOMEONE SOMEWHERE IS GOING 
THROUGH THIS EVERY DAY.

SUPPORT THIS WORTHY CAUSE IN YOUR OWN WAY.



THANK
YOU


