Christian Congregation
of Jehovah’s Witnesses

ECB:ECZ September 1, 2006

JAYNE WILLIAMS
UNITED KINGDOM

Dear Sister Williams:

We are pleased to respond to your letter of July 12, 2006, wherein you ask for clarification
regarding our understanding of the “seven thunders™ and the “little scroll™ mentioned at Revelation
10:1-4. You raise this question since page 252 of “Then Is Finished the Mystery of God” states: “In
course of time The Finished Mystery proved to be unsatisfactory, because it had been written and
published before many critical parts of the book of Revelation were fulfilled to make possible a cor-
rect understanding. So. although an attempt was made 1o wnte down things heard, The Finished
Mysiery did not break the secret of any “seven thunders” that had “uttered their own voices.” (Reve-
lation 10:3) It was therefore a time to wait for accurate understanding to be made possible. and in
the meanwhile to absorb spiritual knowledge from the hand of Jehovah God by means of his glori-
fied Son Jesus Christ.”

You are 10 be commended for wanting a clearer undenstanding of this matter. What is quoted
above regarding The Finished Mystery book. published in 1917, is not specifically saving that the
book was unsatsfactory in its explanation of Revelation 10:1-3, but rather it was inadequate in ex-

aining various pans of the entire Bible book of Revelation. "because it had been written and pub-
ished before many critical parts of the book of Revelation were fulfilled to make possible i comect
understanding.” In Jehovah's due time, however. a better understanding of the entire book of Reve-
lation would gramed. Interestingly. unlike in The Finished Mystery, the book “Then Is Finixhed
the Mystery of Ged. ™ published in 1969, provided a Scriptural explanation of what was represented
by the “seven thunders™ and other features of the prophecy recorded at Revelation chapter 10.—Sce
pages 251 to 252, paragraph 10.

In more recent years. further insight has been gained into the Bible book of Revelation, in-
cluding what is recorded in chapter 10, Hence, page 157 of the book Revelation—Its Grand Climax
A Hand! states that “the “voices of the seven thunders® are Jehovah's own expression of bis pur-
poses.” the number seven representing the completeness of this expression. (Verse 3) Too. page 158
mentions that “the opened scroll that the glonified Jesus Christ gives to John is likewise a divine
mc\\'aiv:. John is to preach regarding “peoples and nations and tongues and many kmp.‘ To feed
upon this scroll is sweet for him because it is from a divine source,” (Verses 2. 8-10) Yet. as stated
on page 158, paragraph 17 of the Revelation Climax book, it is important to “remember, John is
here actually participating in the prophetic vision. What he records is. in fact. a promwcy to be ful-
filled after 1914, when the m%omsd takes up his position astride the carth and the sea.™ As fur-
ther shown on pages 159 and 160. what occurred with the apostle John in vision. as recorded at
Revelation 10, portrays the similar expericnce of the anointed “in the Lord™s day™ whom John rep-
resented. (Revelation 1:10) As stated on page 19, raph 16. of the October 15, 1988, issue of
The Watchtower: “Back in 1919, when anointed Christians :ﬁumlwcly ate the little scroll, it was
not time for them to have a complete understanding of Jehovah's purposes. (Compare Dansel 12:8,
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9.) But they fearlessly forged ahead with what understanding they had and proved themselves wor-
thy of further enlightenment,”

Similar to the above explanation, page 19, paragraph 13, of the December 15, 1983, issue of
The Watchtower states regarding the anointed remnant since 1914: “This remnant was prefigured by
John, the writer of the last X of the Bible canon. Revelation. In the first postwar year of 1919
this remnant had an experience like that which John describes respecting himself in Revelation
chapter 10. This experience was to occur near the time when “the mystery of God." or his “sacred
secret.” was to be brought 1o a finish. (Revelation 10:7. Authorized Version, NW) After they got
spiritual refreshment, as it were. by eating the sweet-tasting “little scroll” that was held out to them,
those who made up this modern class prefigured by John were, in effect. told: *You must prophesy
again with regard to peoples and nations and tongues and many Kings."—Revelation 10:10, 11.
Obediently. the anointed remnant and their companions with an earthly hope have declared God's
message to mankind, which includes his purposes as foretold in the thnlling Bible book of Revela-
tion.

We trust the above comments will be helpful to you. We send our warm love and Christian
greetings,

Your brothers in Jehovah's service.
Clristian Cougregation
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HE stle Paul wrote to his spir
T begoat!t)gn brothers: “The spirit itself

itness with our spirit that we are
gi%t’: ::Vlhildren. If, then, we are children,
we are also heirs: heirs indeed _of God,
but joint heirs with Christ, provided we
suffer together that we may also be glori-
fied together.”—Rom. 8:16, 17.
How is this ‘bearing witness’ done?
“Our spirit,” that is, the dominant atti-
tude of these spirit-begotten Christians, is
molded by God’s holy spirit so that they
come to know what relationship with God
they have. But it is not done in some
altogether mysterious way. God’s Word,
his dealing with the Christian congrega-
tion, the “food at the proper time’’ through
the “faithful and discreet slave,” the en-
lightenment that our brothers help us to
get and the clear view of God’s purposes
along with the fulfillment of prophecy, all
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last year, day, hour ang
the ‘“four winds” begin
earth. Is this the correct n
No. Why not?—Matt. 13:3%?d§(l)‘standing§
Well, the ‘sealing’ here referre.d
not mean the initial sealing of . {0, 00
as if all of these, particularly all th44'
remaining on earth, had not yegse Vet
sealed. The apostle Paul shows thatiip:
initial sealing takes place at the tin thig
selection of an individual for the he ot
enly inheritance. He says to his Spiri:?,v'
brothers: “By means of [Christ] alsal
after you believed, you were sealed wit(;;
the promised holy spirit.”—FEph, 1:13,
Some of the ‘remnant,’ therefore, wep
sealed in this initial sense before the an-
gel was sent forth with the “seal of the
living God.” The sealing that the angel
does is a final sealing, a determination of
the permanence of the initial sealing, so
that “all [spiritual] Israel” is saved, the
complete number of the 144,000 making

to blow obef%

the calling and choosing of themselves
sure. (Rom. 11:26; 2 Pet. 1:10) Nearly
all of these, if not all, were already sealed
many years ago with the initial sealing.

e ——

1, 1973
DECEMBER ffﬁeWATCHTQW ER.

SELF-EXAMINATION
How can you personally exg
self if this matter is a questi
First, you should examine your view of
what it means to be sealed for the heaven-
Iy inherita}nce- Do_ You view being one of
God’s anointed sp{rltual Israelites ag giv-
ing special .stalgtus in the Christian congre-
gation, entitling you to greater respect
than would be the case if you were one
of the “great crowd” of those awaiting an
earthly inheritance? Do you feel it will
give you deeper knowledge? Do you be-
lieve you will receive special revelations
or understanding of prophecies, and so
forth? You may feel a keen desire to enjoy
such things. Perhaps you are successful
in placing Bible literature, in conducting
Bible studies, in answering Bible ques-
tions, in giving Bible talks. You may be
full of zeal, making rapid progress, living
an exemplary theocratic life. Perhaps all
of this is so. Yet these would not be the
things on which one should build the idea . s A
that one is qualified for the heavenly ingly W1tho.ut e OLpREwEEL: (FICIX 1:.‘"
Kingdom assignment. Why not? Because g .Th?re g D S L L d 0 B
both anointed spiritual Israelites and “oth- F.alth s ot Yt contaenticat
er sheep” have God'’s favor, and both must vinced-
live lives in harmony with God’s will.

Samson and many other persons in pre-
Pentecostal days were filled with zeal and
understanding. God’s spirit was upon them
and, as a result, they were able to accom-
Plish many supernatural feats. Yet none
of such “so great a cloud” of faithful ones
were of the heavenly class.—Judg. 14:6,
19; 15:14; compare Exodus 35:30, 31;
1 Samuel 10:6; 16:13; Ezekiel 2:2; He-
brews 11:32-38; 12:1.
~ Then you might review your back-
ground and characteristics. Are you tak-
iNg an emotional approach to the ques-
N? One who was in a false religion that
d out heaven as the only hohe=-pase
one of the more emotional “fun-
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?)amenta}ist” religions—may be swayed

fy emotlt?n and past views. Have you, be-

ore coming to g knowledge of the truth,

used narcotics or psychedelic drugs? Have

you been on medication that affects the

mind and emotions? Have you had to
undergo psychiatric treatment for emo-
tlo_nal Or mental disturbances? While these
thm‘gs. Wwould not necessarily rule out the
receiving of the heavenly call, in the case
of a repentant, converted, baptized disci-
ple they are factors that should be seri-
ously considered.

; Some have said that they undergo great
Inward disturbances, a few even saying
that their receiving of the heavenly hope
created within them a ‘real fight.” Some
have said that they first fought against it.
Others, that for a while they lost all hope
—that God had taken away their erstwhile
earthly hope for a while and then finally
had given them the heavenly hope. Such a
procedure would be contrary to God’s way
of dealing, for one cannot serve God pleas-

mine your-
on in your

AN ILLUSTRATION
A simple illustration may help: Biolo-
gists say that what determines the sex of
a child is the microscopic difference of
one of the forty-six chromosomes in the
fertilized egg. This egg or ovum, fertilized
by the male sperm cell, contains twenty-
three pairs of chromosomes. One pair de-
termines sex. This pair can be composed
of two “x” chromosomes or of an “x”
and a ‘“y” chromosome (the “y’” chromo-
some being shorter). If the cell contains
two “x” chromosomes, the child is a girl;
if an “x” and a “y” chromosome, the child
is a boy. This very minute difference trig-
gers, in the growth of the child, all the
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male and female.
Now, we know that no one has to tell
a normal person whether he or she is a
man or a woman. This difference, cre-
ated and arranged by Jehovah, at first
extremely small, results in the wide differ-
ence in makeup of the man and the wom-
an. The man’s heart and mind tend to-
ward masculine things, such as mechanics,
construction, and so forth; while the wom-
an loves to dwell on feminine desires, such
as home, clothing, decoration and the like.
Neither can fully explain to the other his
or her exact thinking, reasoning and feel-
ing about matters. It is of God.
Similarly with the spirit-begotten “little
flock” and the ‘“other sheep.” The apostle
Peter says to his spirit-begotten brothers:
“You have been given a new birth, not
by corruptible, but by incorruptible re-
productive seed, through the word of the
living and enduring God.” (1 Pet. 1:23)
If God can, by the difference of one mi-
croscopic chromosome, bring about an
amazingly different way of thinking and
desire, just as surely he can impart the
heavenly hope, way of thinking, desire
and goal or drive to those whom he se-
lects according to his will. By his spirit
and Word he can implant that “seed”
that makes the individual a ‘“new cre-
ation,” with corresponding heavenly hopes.
(2 Cor. 5:17) Even in a human body God
places the members according to what he
the body needs.—1 |
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vast differences that result between the need anyone else to determine wh
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at
she is.—Rom. 9:16. he or

Accordingly, it is not necessary, oy goog
when studying or talking with perSOnS'
new in knowledge of the Bible truth, to
suggest they should personally try tq de.
cide or determine whether they are re.
cipients of the heavenly ‘calling’ or have
an earthly hope. If not called to the heay.
enly calling, they are obviously of the
earthly class. If ever there is to be any
change, this should be left to God to de-
termine and to inform them in his due
time.

At this time the dominant thrust of
God’s message is, not for people to be
members of Christ’s heavenly “‘bride.”
Rather, the Bible says: “The Spirit anqd
the bride keep on saying: ‘Come? This
invitation is now the call to people of the
nations, to live in an earthly paradise
through which “water of life” will freely
flow, bringing forth trees producing sym-
bolic fruitage and leafage ‘“for the curing
of the nations.”—Rev. 22:1, 2, 17.

WHAT TRULY ANOINTED ONES WILL DO

What will those truly of the anointed
spiritual Israelites now be doing? They
will set themselves vigorously to caring
for the Kingdom interests, ministering to
the “other sheep.” It would not be caring
for the present Kingdom interests for
those of the anointed class to separate
themselves to have regular sessions to
‘talk of their heavenly hope.” That which
they discuss should be the things that up-
build and make for peace and unity in all
the congregation. This will help the “oth-
er sheep” and will help the anointed ones
themselves equally. Thus both classes will
ake up “one flock.” (John 10:16) The
“food at the proper time’’ is what
ted upon by all alike. This food

. er hope of both the
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sealed ones and the “othey sheep,»
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e congregation in a number of cases,

ov. 18:1. help the 1 ed one may be g
t =2 1Scussed t
pose who are called to the heavenly gy hce ril;g:ndual 0 get the clearest pog.

ritance with Jesus Christ acknowl-
when asked about it, that they are be be
ee’d receivers of this calling. At the p; I:ngﬁcl:?ter

where he stands, Such persons should be
treated as all others in the congregation
should be, with love, understanding and
cooperation as all ‘work together with God

ems served. But they do not con-
tly advertise this fact. They do not
f-importantly call attention to it so as
keep everyone in the congregation con- and Christ.”—Col. 3:12-17; 2 Cor. 6:1.
ally aware of it. They do not expect At this late date in the outworking of
referential treatment. Rather, they are Jehovah’s purposes toward the Christian
Sy in the manner described by the apos- congregation, it is clear that the emphasis
J : “Everyone who has this hope js not on the general call of disciples to
ipon him purifies himself just as that pe heavenly inheritance. The primary
is pure.”—1 John 3:3. thing now is to serve God whole-souled,
2 Peter 1:5-11, this apostle points giving attention to our Christian int‘e‘ggnty
~out how the spiritual brothers of Christ and the work of gathering jche other
will be occupied, working to produce the ... No one should let his perstzna;
tS of the spirit “to make the calling ., toward his own status or tha c;_
' choosing of you sure for yourselv‘?s' another create an iSSue‘ in the cong‘f:i%n 5
IS requires “lowliness of mind and mild- ential in this strenuous

with tion. It is ess united in love
; ing up with » all to be united in love,
with long-suffering, putting of the end fOI:‘perfect R

another in love, earnestly endeavoring 2 "= ",
E;Ierve the oneness of the spirit in the Y.hclzzl. 3.14.
g bond of peace.”—Eph. 4:1-3.
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