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King Ahasuerus himself. At the risk of her
own life she pleaded for relief for her Peo-
ple, at the same time exposing the mis®
chievous designs of their religious enemy
Haman. This wicked persecutor was
hanged on gallows he had built for Mprde-
cai, and Mordecai was advanced to higher
office in the Persian government. By .au-
thority of the emperor he wrote a law into
the government statutes, providing for the
Jews on the fixed day of assault by their
foes “to gather themselves together, and
to stand for their life, to destroy, to slay,
and to cause to perish, ail the power of the
people and province that would assault
them, their little ones and women”. Did
the Jews pacifistically refuse to act upon
this law for their self-defense by force of
arms? No! On the 13th and 14th days of
j:heir last month Adar, they fought val-
iantly for the defense of their own lives
and those of their brothers. Jehovah God
was with them in this and handed them
the victory and fulfilled his own prophetic
command to have the Amalekites wiped
out to a man. The Jews, his witnesses, he
used as his executioners.—Esther 8:10 t
9:16; Ex. 17:13-16, 48. ‘

NO SHIFT TO PACIFISM
AT THE WORLD'S END

*# Many of our readers or public offici
may ask: If Jehovah’s Wimgsses of t:éf;
are hnk.ed up in one unbroken chain with
thqse Wwitnesses of ancient times with such
a hlsto?y, why is it that they do"notvcarry'
out this tradition of military combat?
Why are they not found in the ranks f
the armies of Christendom? Wliy»‘iib”«ﬁ;o
seek exemption from milj SGM a;g
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have conscientious object:. &
s o
forts of Christendom and the regy o tef.
world, their objection being baseq o c,ggf'
Word, the Bible. But, you ask, hoy, .
they be conscientious objectors ang not -
the same time pacifists? They g naf
against war between the nations, ang y, '
do not interfere with the war effopy,
the nations nor with anyone who cap Cogf
scientiously join in such efforts. They ﬁgP;
only when God commands them to g, S(‘)"
because then it is theocratic warfare,
1 Were Jehovah’s witnesses today 4
claim to be pacifists, it would mean fq,
them to denounce all the pre-Christ,
witnesses of Jehovah who took up armg
uphold Jehovah's universal sovereigns,
and his theocratic nation of Israel By
this denunciation we cannot make, Jes;
Christ never did so, and he is Jehovay;
greatest witness, who has earned the i
ﬂ.ler st hiv | himself is no pacifist. Nei
Us witnesses such, although the
;‘;z ucigzsiﬁﬁmus objectors. Jesus was 1
ho evex,' : 1;)ugh there is no record that
) e Xho up carnal weapons in sel
madke il S 5;011 say, but did not Jes:
e ﬁo cords to drive all the con-
Slor Yell »ers from the temple at Jerv:
BTt gns’s but the record does not s
Clng 0 the men wio
Sheepaand I but_ he used it upon thelr
into that cattle which they had brought
g e
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etting UP the Memorial with his dgices

::11 them before going out to gftgézaﬁz’
«Let the one having no sword sell hig oute;
garment _and“buy one”’? And when his dis-
ciples said, “Master, look! here are two
st!'dS;" he said to them, “It is enough.”
(Luke 22:36-38, NW) Yes; but by this Je-
sus indicated to them that he was to be
seized by an armed band, under circum-
stances which could provoke armed resist-
ance. The facts that developed showed
Jesus did not resort to a sword when his
jllegal arrest came. Why, then, did he sug-
gest getting a sword and let at least one
sword be taken along to Gethsemane? He
did it to show that he chose not to resort
to armed resistance but would give him-

f up voluntarily in harmony with his
%‘jj’s will. Peter tried to put up armed
resisf , used the sword and struck off
a man’s ear. Then Jesus said to Peter:
“Return your sword to its place, for all
hose who take the sword will perish by
he sword. Or do you think that I cannot
appeal to my Father to supply me at this
sent more than twelve legions of
1s? In that case, how would the Scrip-
e fulfilled that it must take place this
(Matt. 26:52-54, NW) According
hn’s account Jesus added: “The cup
at the Father has given me, should I not
1 means drink it?” (John 18:11, NW)
see why Jesus acted in a way that
e seems like pacifism. He was, how-
. going before his Father’s court
e the courts of the land on a
armed resistance. He did not ex-

o

3 ,'Wﬁiﬁphécy, ‘why could we not be

Fhe WATCHTOWER. 71

obey his instructions. That is why they
have not joined worldly armies and taken
part in the war efforts of the nations in
any way. This does not mean they are
pacifists opposed to war and resisting it
and interfering with worldly governments
in prosecuting wars of aggression or of
defense. They could not be war-resisters,
for they submit to the fulfillment of Jesus’
words concerning the consummation of
this system of things. Asked by his dis-
ciples, “Tell us, When will these things
be, and what will be the sign of your pres-
ence and of the consummation of the sys-
tem of things?” he told them: “You are
going to hear of wars and reports of wars;
see that you are not terrified. For these
things must take place, but the accom-
plished end is not yet. For nation will rise
against nation and kingdom against king-
dom, and there will be food shortages and
earthquakes in one place after another. All
these things are a beginning of pangs of
distress.” (Matt. 24:3,6-8, NW) So how
could the Christian witnesses of Jehovah
oppose worldly wars or try to prevent
them since Jesus prophesied that they
were certain to be fought? Jesus did not
tell them they would be in the fighting.
They would merely hear the wars being
fought within their earshot or else hear
the reports about the wars fought else-
where.

16 Were Jehovah’s witnesses today to be
pacifists, then, to be consistent, they would
have to oppose Jehovah’s war against the
Devil’s entire world at the battle front of
Armageddon. They have seen the nations
of this world assault God’s visible organi-
zation of his people, prophetically spoken
of as ‘“Jerusalem”, during the world war
of 1914-1918, as foretold by Zechariah.
Now they look for the rest of his prophecy
to be carried out shortly, namely: “Then

16-18. (a) If pacifists, what action soon of Jehovah
would they have to oppose? (b) What unpacifistic proc-
lamation does he have them make?
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