Leonberger Puppy Buyer Guide

This guide is designed to help you confidently prepare for your Leonberger puppy. Leonbergers are intelligent, loyal, and powerful giant-breed dogs that require thoughtful preparation, structured training, and proper health management from the start.
1. Size-Appropriate Essentials
XL crate
Heavy-duty, washable dog bed
Stainless steel food and water bowls
Large exercise pen or secure baby gates
High-quality large/giant breed dog food (do NOT feed puppy formula as this can cause them to grow too quickly causing structural issues)
Slow feeder bowl (not always necessary but some puppies are super food driven)
2. Training Essentials
6-foot sturdy leash (non-retractable)
Flat collar with ID tag
High-value training treats (I personally love freeze dried beef pieces)
Long line (15–30 feet) for recall training
Enzyme cleaner for accidents
Puppy obedience class scheduled before 16 weeks
3. Grooming Supplies
Slicker brush
Undercoat rake
Wide-tooth comb
Shampoo
Ear cleaner
Dog toothbrush and toothpaste
Clippers (used to trim bottoms of paws as hair grows to prevent slips/falls)
4. Health & Growth Protection
Veterinary appointment within 72 hours of pickup
Large-breed growth monitoring plan
Pet insurance (strongly recommended for giant breeds)
Non-slip rugs on smooth flooring
Controlled exercise (no forced running or jumping)
5. Mental Stimulation & Enrichment
Durable chew toys (XL size)
Puzzle feeders
Snuffle mat
Rotating toy system
Structured and positive socialization plan
ABSOLUTELY NO ROPES OR RAW HIDES!!!!!!!! THESE CAN CAUSE INTESTINAL BLOCKAGES!!!!!!!


Leonberger Growth & Training Timeline
8–12 Weeks
Bonding and confidence building
Crate and house training foundations
Gentle socialization to people, sounds, and environments
Introduce basic commands (sit, come, name recognition)
3–6 Months
Enroll in structured puppy obedience
Leash manners and impulse control
Begin grooming desensitization
Limit stairs and avoid high-impact exercise
6–12 Months
Adolescent reinforcement of boundaries
Strengthen recall and loose-leash walking
Mental enrichment through structured activities
Continue protecting developing joints
12–24 Months
Gradual increase in conditioning
Advanced obedience or working training (if desired)
Maintain lean body condition
Full maturity typically reached between 18–24 months


Questions to Ask Your Veterinarian
Do you have experience working with giant breeds such as Leonbergers?
How should we monitor growth to reduce joint stress?
What are your recommendations for preventing bloat (GDV)?
What is your emergency protocol and after-hours availability?
Can you provide guidance on maintaining ideal body condition?
Leonberger Puppy Feeding Chart (General Guidelines)
Feeding amounts will vary depending on the specific food brand and caloric density. Always reference your food manufacturer's guidelines and consult your veterinarian. Leonbergers should be kept lean during growth to protect developing joints.
	Age
	Meals Per Day
	Approximate Total Daily Amount*
	Notes

	8–12 weeks
	3–4 meals
	2–4 cups
	Divide evenly; monitor stool quality

	3–6 months
	3 meals
	4–6 cups
	Adjust based on growth and body condition

	6–12 months
	2–3 meals
	6–9 cups
	Do not overfeed; maintain lean physique

	12+ months
	2 meals
	Varies by weight
	Most Leonbergers fully mature by 18–24 months


*Amounts are general estimates for high-quality large/giant breed puppy food. Individual metabolism, activity level, and food brand will affect portions.





