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HAGERSTOWN CHORAL ARTS presents: NOEL, WE SING
Songs and Carols of the Season

Congregational hymn -

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel ; Hymn 395, verses 1 & 2
Full Ensemble

Noel We Sing. .. ... ... iee e Louis Claude Daquin

AManger Carol . ....... ... e Douglas Mears
Daniel Ritchey, Elizabeth Phillipson, soloists

O Magnum Mysterium. .. ..........c.o i ninennan. Morten Lauridson
Da Day Dawis / Christmas Day I’da Morning, Traditional, Arr. Bonnie Rideout

Women'’s Select Ensemble

Carol Of The Bells . .. ... Mykola Leontovich
Once In Royal David’s City. . .. ..o Arr. Howard Helvey

Congregational hymn -

People, Look East, Hymn 409, verses 1 & 2
Full Ensemble
Christmas DAy . .. ... e e Gustav Holst
Brian McClinton, Jed Hall, Erin Stuller, Robin Merchant Spickler, soloists
Free will offering

INTERMISSION



Congregational hymn -

Infant Holy, Infant Lowly; Hymn 445, verses 1 & 2

Full Ensemble

Morning Star . . ... e e e Arr. John S.C. Kemp
Men’s Select Ensemble

O Little Town Of Bethlehem .. .. ........ ... .coccuviinon... Arr. Dan Forrest

Full Ensemble

| Will Light Candles This Christmas .. ............ ....... Kim André Arnesen
Mid-Winter . . ... ... e e Bob Chilcott
Follow That Star. ...... .ottt e Brad Nix

Beverly Kotchenreuther, Sierra Saunders, Soprano Descant
Jesus Child . .. ... ... John Rutter
Janet Palmer, Interim Artistic Director
Caleb Wescott, Interim Associate Artistic Director
Mary Remsberg, Accompanist and Rehearsal Assistant
Katelyn McClinton, DMA, Violin
Caleb Wescott, Saxophone

John Sabine, MSM, Organ

Recording of this concert in any form is strictly forbidden to comply with copyright laws.
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Our Leaders and Instrumentalists

Janet Palmer, Interim Artistic Director After
graduating from Millikin University in Decatur,
Illinois, with a degree in Choral Music Education,
Janet taught K-12 choir and vocal and general
music in public schools in lllinois, Wyoming, and
Wisconsin for 38 years, retiring in 2019. While in
Wyoming, she was named Teacher of the Year
in Big Horn County School District 1, and co-
founded the Big Horn County Elementary Music
Festival. Janet worked for nearly 40 years as a choir director and
church musician in multiple denominations, and as director, music
director, accompanist, choreographer, or costumer in well over 100
school and community theatre productions. Janet sings Soprano Il or
whatever part is needed and is a board member with HCA. She is
also involved with Potomac Playmakers and Authentic Community
Theatre in Hagerstown. Janet and her husband, Larry, relocated to
Maryland in April of 2023, and are enjoying getting to know and
become involved in the area and spending more time with
granddaughter Coraline.

Caleb Wescott, Interim Associate Artistic
Director, a native of Boonsboro, Maryland,
currently teaches music in  Washington
County Public Schools. Graduating with his
bachelor’s degree in 2022, he studied music
education and classical saxophone at the
University of Tennessee with a focus on
instrumental music. Caleb directs his musical
passions toward voice, singing with various
ensembles and performing as a church
musician. Caleb sings Tenor as a member of HCA and is on the HCA
Board of Directors. Self-taught, he plays the piano by ear and
enjoys performing periodically for smaller venues. In his free time,
Caleb enjoys working outdoors and tinkering with automobiles.




Mary Remsburg, Accompanist and Rehearsal
Assistant, was raised in the small town of
Franklin, West Virginia, and graduated from
Shepherd University in 2016 with a Music
Education degree.

As a child, she was part of the Shenandoah

Valley Children’s Choir for nine years, which gave
her the opportunity to be selected to perform at numerous venues,
including Carnegie Hall and The White House.

While at Shepherd University, Mary played in the Jazz Combo and Jazz
Ensemble, earning the honor of performing with award winning composer
Maria Schneider. Mary also performed at several Honors Recitals at the
Washington County Museum of Fine Arts, as a classical soloist and in the
Jazz Combo. She accompanied for Women’s Camerata, for performance
forums and senior recitals.

Currently, Mary teaches private studio lessons at Shepherd University,
teaches at Saint James School, and is the accompanist for Hagerstown
Choral Arts. Mary also frequently plays for musical productions, recitals,
recordings, private events, and concerts.

Mary recently released her first folk album Sounds Like Home, under the
stage name Mister Mae, and her music has been featured on multiple radio
programs both in the United States and the United Kingdom. She is married
to Chase Remsburg, a fellow graduate of Shepherd University.

Dr. Katelyn McClinton, Violinist, has always held
an interest in music from a young age. Her parents,
both musicians themselves, introduced her to
classical music as she grew up. At the age of nine,
she began taking violin classes through her school.
A year later, she began lessons with Karen Lauffer
and studied with her for four years.

Dr. McClinton then studied with Dr. Courtney
Orlando, who was her primary teacher until high school graduation. Toward
the end of her high school career, she decided that she would continue her
music education through college. In the fall of 2011, Ms. McClinton
attended The Sunderman Conservatory at Gettysburg College, studying with
Dr. Yeon-Su Kim. Throughout her four years at Gettysburg, Katelyn
performed in groups like the Gettysburg College Symphony Orchestra,
Metta Ensemble, and Sunderman Strings, which included a performance in
New York City.




Dr. Katelyn Mc Clinton, Continued

Thanks to the years spent at college, Dr. McClinton developed a major
interest in chamber music and hopes to continue performing chamber music
in her career. She has attended music festivals throughout numerous
summers, including the International Music Institute and Festival in Maryland
and the InterHarmony Music Festival in Tuscany, Italy. Ms. McClinton has a
Bachelor’s in Music Performance from the Sunderman Conservatory at
Gettysburg College and a Master’s of Music Performance from Towson
University. She has also studied with the late John Eaken, Grammy-nominated
violinist and former concertmaster of the York Symphony.

Dr. McClinton is a violin instructor at the prestigious Robinson Music
School in Columbia, MD. She provides private teaching in the Maryland and
Pennsylvania areas, giving violin lessons to beginning, intermediate and
advanced students. She has been teaching for over six years and works with
each student to find their own unique path in music. Dr. McClinton has also
performed with the West Shore Symphony Orchestra in the Central PA area
and is currently a member of the Hanover Symphony Orchestra. In 2018, Dr.
McClinton joined the Gettysburg Chamber Orchestra. She is the founder of
Stravaganza Piano Trio. In 2024, Dr. McClinton received her Doctor of Musical
Arts degree at Shenandoah University and Conservatory. She plans to
continue studying and performing works of black composers, as well as
learning other methods of teaching and playing contemporary music.

When not performing music, Dr. McClinton enjoys diving into other

creative outlets by writing stories and doing makeup.
John Sabine, MSM, Organist, is a career church
musician who has served churches in New lersey,
Pennsylvania, Georgia, and Maryland. Mr. Sabine has
been continuously employed in some form of church
music leadership since the age of eleven . He serves as
Minister of Music at St. John’s Episcopal Church,
Hagerstown, MD, where he oversees a very busy music
ministry program with four choirs and a concert series
He sings Tenor as a member of HCA. Prior to coming
to St. John’s, Mr. Sabine served as organist and
choirmaster at Christ Our Hope Lutheran Church in Riverdale, GA, from
February 2010 to February 2023.

Mr. Sabine earned a Bachelor of Music degree in Church Music from
Westminster Choir College in Princeton, NJ, and the Master of Sacred Music
Degree from Emory University. He is also a licensed Kindermusik Educator, a
piano and voice instructor at Music & Arts Center on Garland Groh Boulevard,
and a very enthusiastic Uber driver.




Program Notes

Noel We Sing (Louis-Claude Daquin, Arr. Robert DeCormier) - The early 18th century
French composer Louis-Claude Daquin was a dazzling virtuoso performer and
composer on both organ and harpsichord. This arrangement by Robert DeCormier is a
charming treatment of Daquin’s Noel X, also known as “Grand Jeu et Duo,” or The
“Echo Noel.” The late organist E. Power Biggs contributed to this arrangement, which
adds chorus and an original English text by writer Louise Dobbs. Chorus and organ
answer and echo throughout, until all join in the glorious final verse.

A Manger Carol (Douglas Mears)— Composed in 1985 for the choirs of Bethesda
United Methodist Church in Bethesda, Maryland, Michael Cockett’s stirring text
presents the theme of darkness and light, two images beautifully contrasted by the
birth of Christ. In a unique way, this piece presents the Good News of Christmas: “In
him was life, and that life was the light of the world. The light shines in the darkness,
and the darkness cannot overcome it.”

O Magnum Mysterium (Morten Lauridsen)

O magnum mysterium O great mystery,
Et admirabile sacramentum And wondrous sacrament
Ut animalia viderent Dominum That animals should see the new-
Natum jacetum in praesepio! Born Lord, lying in their manger!
Beata Virgo, cujus viscera Blessed is the Virgin whose womb
Meruerunt portare Was worthy to bear the
Dominum Cristum. Alleluia! Lord Jesus Christ. Alleluia!l

The text is a Christmas chant that tells the story of the birth of Jesus. About his setting,
Lauridsen writes: "For centuries, composers have been inspired by the beautiful O
Magnum Mysterium text with its depiction of the birth of the newborn king amongst
lowly animals and shepherds. This affirmation of God’s grace to the meek and the
adoration of the Blessed Virgin are celebrated in my setting through a quiet song of
profound inner joy."

Carol Of The Bells (Arr. Peter J. Wilhousky) - This popular Christmas carol, based on
the Ukrainian New Year's song Shchedryk, comes from the song written by the
Ukrainian composer Mykola Leontovych in 1914. The English-language lyrics were
written in 1936 by Peter Wilhousky.

Once In Royal David’s City (Arr. Howard Helvey) - A beloved Christmas carol, originally
a poem by Cecil Frances Alexander, tells the story of Jesus' humble birth in Bethlehem,
contrasting his royal lineage as the "King of Kings" with the simple circumstances of his
arrival in a manger. The melody, often associated with the hymn tune "Irby," is known
for its gentle, reflective quality. Since 1919, the Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols at
the King's College Chapel Cambridge has begun its Christmas Eve service with Once in
Royal David's City as the Processional hymn.



Program Notes, Continued

Christmas Day (Gustav Holst) - Gustav Holst composed Christmas Day in 1910, five
years before he wrote his great orchestral work, The Planets. It features familiar
carols, including Good Christian Men, Rejoice, Come Ye Lofty, Come Ye Lowly, and The
First Nowell. The piece is dedicated “To the music students of Morley College,” and it
was premiered at Morley College on January 28, 1911. Holst originally wrote the work
for chorus and orchestra, but he stated that it could be performed with any
combination of instruments, or simply with piano accompaniment.

Morning Star (Arr. John S.C. Kemp) - Morning Star, composed by Francis Hagen in
1836, is a Moravian hymn. The Moravian Church dates back to the early Protestant
Reformation in Eastern Europe but was established in America during the early 18th
century. Their rich Christmas traditions include Love feast with sugar cakes, a Vespers
service lit with beeswax candles, and a trombone choir.

O Little Town Of Bethlehem (Arr. Dan Forrest) - Dan Forrest's arrangement of one of
our most beloved Christmas Carols is a unique musical portrayal of the holy night in
Bethlehem. The original hymn was written by Phillips Brooks for the Sunday school
children at his Philadelphia parish, Holy Trinity Church, following a pilgrimage to
Bethlehem in 1865, according to British hymnologist J. R. Watson.

I Will Light Candles This Christmas (Kim André Arnesen) - Christmas is a time of
excitement and celebration. However, it is difficult not to see the darkness of the
world. And it is in the darkness that we need light - a reminder that we are much
more than what is darkest in our lives. Let the message of this carol guide us to
become carriers of a light that brings joy, hope, courage, peace, grace, and love.

Mid-Winter (Bob Chilcott)- Chilcott’s original setting uses the well-loved poem “In The
Bleak Midwinter,” by Christina Rosetti. The carol's movement is simple, recording a
series of arrivals, with each verse expressing a preparation for the arrival and a
welcoming of the birth of the Christ Child.

Follow That Star (Brad Nix) - Composer Brad Nix’s music has been heard in venues
ranging from Carnegie Hall to St. Martin-in-the-Fields Church in central London, as
well as countless churches all over the world. A joyful spirit permeates this good-
natured gospel style anthem from start to finish.

Jesus Child (John Rutter)- This upbeat piece was written in the 1974 for performance
by the choir of St Albans School in Hertfordshire, England, at the request of its
director of music at the time, Simon Lindley. Jesus Child tells the story of Jesus’ birth
with a touch of Caribbean color .

Hagerstown Choral Arts, Inc.
15 S. Mulberry St. Hagerstown, MD 21740
contactus@hca-md.org 301-730-9379
Bringing the best choral music to Hagerstown and the tri-state area
through volunteer, auditioned community membership. We provide a
welcoming and musically satisfying experience for local singers.
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We wish to thank our generous donors.

Angel ($1000 +)

Washington County Arts Council

Maryland State Arts Council

Patron ($250-499)
Robin Merchant Spickler
Edward Schaefer
Teresa K. Angle
Marguerite Juka

Contributor
($100-249)
Carolyn & Randy Mentzer
Dorothy L. Hussey
Connie & Donnie
Richardson
Brian & Megan McClinton
Therese Ramey
Christopher Stockslager
Curt & Jessica Bachtell
David & Kim Ridenour

Donor ($50-99)
Leslie LeBlanc
Matthew & Melinda Hinz
Inge Dudda
Carol & Torben Aarsand
Marty Blake
Anna M. Hutzell
Elizabeth & George Tweed

Memorial Donation
for Nancy Neikirk
Kenneth& Linda Hollar

Friend (up to $49)
Barbara Smith
Will Stuller
Elizabeth Cuthbert
Shannon Lang
Kathy Robinson
Mike & Kim Stockslager
Barb & Charley Ware
Gale & Sue Barnes
Gary & Julie Hammond
Greg& Caroline Lewis
Karen Luther
Cathy Poropatic
Ed & Janet Schwarzenegger
Kathy Thornhill
Brenda Oberholzer
Lewis Persons
Debra Persons
Winona Horowitz
Barbara Lease
Rita & Steve Beatcher
Beth Howard
Sue Nelson
Barbara Shellenberger
Loretta Thornhill

Memorial Donation for Wanna Lee Haught
Robert & Judith Miller
Yukiko Sue & David Dorsey
John W.& Betty R. Seburn
Margaret R. Davis
Thomas L. & Sharon L. Ernst

Consider Sponsoring Hagerstown Choral Arts Inc.
We are a 501(c) (3) non-profit organization.
All donations are tax deductible.
You can make your donation on-line via our website at
www.hca-md.org or send a check using the enclosed

envelope.
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Stay in Touch with HCA

Hagerstown Choral Arts Board of
Directors
Carolyn Ritchey Mentzer —
President
Brian McClinton — Vice President
Shannon Lang—Secretary
Christopher Stockslager — Treasurer
Daniel Ritchey — Information
Technology Administrator
Elizabeth Cuthbert — Outreach Lead
Daria Reigler — Outreach Team
Robin Spickler — Librarian
Charlotte Trout — Grants Team
Heather Hughes — Outreach Team
Janet Palmer  Caleb Wescott

HCA Nondiscrimination Policy
Hagerstown Choral Arts, Inc. does
not advocate, support or practice

discrimination based upon race,
sex, age, physical ability,
sexual orientation, religious or
political beliefs, marital or
family status, national or ethnic
origin.

HCA is a safe space free from
harassment and bullying..
This applies to all HCA programs
and activities.
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Sememller 12-20, 2025

Stay 1 ‘b,.\l@D foran UNREATARLE dealt
Saue and Buy Early:

Jack Pass Carnival Wristhand Special

1 single admission and 1 unlimited ride -
wristband, good any 1 day m
Advance Gate Admission: sove 52, by onine i

Kids 10 and under are ALWAYS Free

Follow The Great
Frederick Fair on
social media for details

;;Q’LL
f )

2=

w ' Animals ¢ Rides ¢« Music * Motorsports
9 3 Food » Games and so much more
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Cathy M. Vaughn, CPA, LLC

Certified Public Accountant

Cathy M. Vaughn, C.P.A.

180 Eastern Boulevard North Telephone: 301-739-8733
Hagerstown, Maryland 21740-5843 Fax: 301-739-9411
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&b StateFarmr

Go with a good
neighbor

Being & good neighbor means being there for mmy
community. &z your local State Farm® agent, I'm
ready to help whensver you need rme. Give me a call

Beat wishes for a successful concert season!

Gaye McGovern Ina Agcy Inc
Gaye McGovern, Agent

H373 Robirresood Dir
Hagsretosen, WD 27426708
Bus: 301-TS0-1462

A ST ON ST CIOHT

Btate Farm, Bloomirgton, L
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780 Frederick St. Hagerstown, MD
301.797.6609

Specializing in Business and

Individual Tax Returns
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BELLA

SALON+SPA




200 Northern Ave.
Hagerstown, MD 21740
301-733-4445
www.pacichiropractic.com
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battervyone

“BATTERY SPECIALISTS”

ABOUT US '

Battery One Inc., family owned and operated, started in 1983
with a simple idea. To provide stored power at an affordable
price with service that is unmatched. Since then we have
steadily grown to four locations to serve our communities
with a smile and powerful solutions to a common problem.
We've diversified our offerings to include a full line of heavy
duty engine filters, wire and cable, and industrial power to
maximize our ability to serve you. We invite you to partner
with us to improve your business, home, or organization
through outstanding service and superior products.

HOURS

Monday - Friday: 8:00 AM - 6:00 PM
Saturday: 8:00 AM - 2:00 PM

ALL YOUR BATTERY NEEDS IN 4 LOCATIONS

© 1008 S Potomac St
Hagerstown, MD 21740
@ 301-797-0028

@ 827 N. Mechanic St.
Cumberland, MD 21502
® 301-724-2288

© 1048 Lincoln Way East, Suite 104
Chambersburg, PA 17201
© 717-263-4930

@ 424 E. Patrick St.
Frederick, MD 21701
© 301-631-8444

WWW atteroneinc.com
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Rik’s Cafte

1065 MARYLAND AVE
HAGERSTOWN, MD 21740

301-302-7541
rikscafexperience.com

Whole Health RD

Functional nutrition counseling specializing in
thyreid. fertility, and women's health

Nicole Holovach, MS, RD, LDN
Licensed Registered Dietitian Nutritionist
263 W. Patrick St. #2

Frederick, MD 21701

240.397.9807

Nicole@WholeHealthRD.com

www. WholeHealthRD.com

OriginalMDFairyHair.com
MarylandFairyHair@gmail.com
240.514.4777
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Special thanks to
e Hagerstown Church of the Brethren and staff for
serving as home base for the chorus and our music
library.

e Microsoft Corporation for their grant of MS365,
providing tech to modernize the functions and
communications of our business.

e St. Ann Roman Catholic Church for the use of their
beautiful space for our concert.

e The many singers, their families, other volunteers, and
audience members who have been a part of
Hagerstown Choral Arts over the years.

e Leslie LeBlanc for overseeing and writing our grants.
e Meg Ritchey for expertly editing our program.

Thursday, Dec. 17,2024 7 pm
Hagerstown Church of the Brethren
15 S. Mulberry St.

All voices welcome, males especially!
No music preparation required.
More info: www.hca-md.org

") St. Ann

— T —
CATHOLIC CHURCH
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Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024 @4 pm
Trinity Lutheran Church, 15 Randolph Ave.
HCA sings during the

Hagerstown Historic Houses of Worship tour

Saturday May 3, 2025 @ 3 pm
St. John’s Episcopal Church
101 S. Prospect St.

“Soaring Sing”

Monday, May 26, 2025 @ 11 am
Antietam National Cemetery
Sharpsburg, MD

“Memorial Day Commemoration”
28

Upcoming Events

Sunday, March 2, 2025 @3pm
. | Hagerstown Church of the Brethren

15 S. Mulberry St. “The Road Home”

&% Pen Mar Park Cascade, MD.
N “Soaring Sing”




