
WORLD WATER FILM FESTIVAL ANNOUNCES INAUGURAL EVENT  
HOSTED BY COLUMBIA CLIMATE SCHOOL 

 
NEW YORK, NEW YORK (2023) – As 440 water organizations gather in New York City for the UN 2023 
Water Conference, the nonprofit World Water Film Festival (WWFF) will launch its inaugural event on 
March 19th, hosted by the Columbia Climate School’s Water Center. Taking place across three floors at 
The Forum at Columbia University (601 W 125th St, New York, NY 10027) from 10:30 a.m. - 7 p.m., WWFF 
will showcase a variety of 20 short and feature films made by water advocates from around the world, 
featuring workshops, guest speakers, and a 4-hour “Women in Water Energy & Film” summit led by Youth 
for Global Health & Social Justice founder, Dr. Sheryl Simmons. The event will be free and open to the 
public.  
 
Founded in 2022 by filmmaker and environmental advocate Robert Strand, WWFF focuses on uplifting 
stories about the human-water relationship to inspire equitable action. Strand says, “News coverage alone 
won’t inspire change on the global water crisis; it is creatives who will save the day. By combining art with 
activism, we strive to enhance relationships between filmmakers, organizations, and the entire human 
population to build advocacy and activism in water-related matters.”  
 
Dr. Sheryl Simmons adds, “The human right to water should be more than talk. The World Water Film 
Festival allows it to be sight, sound, and feeling where the right to water--the need for water--becomes an 
experience for everyone."    
 
As a proud host of the festival, “The World Water Film Festival is a new way to see first-hand the challenges 
facing the world’s water supply,” said Upmanu Lall, an engineering professor and director of the Columbia 
Climate School’s Water Center. “It might help us generate solutions to our global water problems.” 
  
“Filmmaking is such a powerful communication tool, and with World Water Day mainly going unnoticed, I 
can’t think of a better medium to spread awareness of water issues. The launch of the World Water Film 
Festival gives water scientists, water policymakers, and water advocates globally the opportunity to meet, 
watch films, and share experiences propelling water initiatives forward,” says Linda Lilienfeld, chair of the 
WWFF screening and judging committee supported by CUAHSI (Consortium of Universities for the 
Advancement of Hydrologic Sciences) and founder of “Let’s Talk About Water” and “Mayors Make Movies.” 
 
WWFF’s inaugural event will explore water contamination, water conservation, climate change, pollution, 
drought, groundwater visibility, and more. The festival is in partnership with United Nations partners 
International Groundwater Resources Assessment Centre (IGRAC) and Youth for Global Health & 
Social Justice, The Brave Blue World Foundation, and supported by BlueTech Research--an 
intelligence platform comprised of leading industry experts in water technology who are pushing for 
solutions to ongoing water crises.  
 
The Brave Blue World Foundation will present a sneak peek of their upcoming film Our Blue World at 
WWFF, following the critical success of their 2020 Netflix documentary Brave Blue World, which was 
translated into 29 languages and reached millions across the globe. Producer Aoife Kelleher says, “The 
Brave Blue World Foundation is excited to partner with the World Water Film Festival to launch our highly 
anticipated second film, Our Blue World. At this event, we will share a sneak peek of exclusive footage from 
our film, which aims to showcase the value of water to global audiences. 
 
An online version of the World Water Film Festival will be available on Eventive on March 19-March 26th. 
To learn more, visit www.worldwaterff.org. 
 

### 
 
World Water Film Festival is an annual non-profit film festival started in 2022 under Founder and CEO 
Robert Strand. The festival focuses on uplifting stories about the human-water relationship to inspire 



equitable action. By combining art and activism, WWFF looks to a future with a strong relationship between 
filmmakers, organizations, and the human population in support of building sustainable and cleaner water 
resources. Organization updates can be found on their website, worldwaterff.org, and on their Instagram, 
Facebook, and TikTok pages @WorldWaterFF.   
 
Columbia Climate School Columbia University created the nation’s first climate school, marshaling the 
university’s longtime strengths in transdisciplinary research and innovation as well the Lamont-Doherty 
Earth Observatory and the Earth Institute. The Climate School advances groundbreaking science, develops 
essential solutions, reaches key policymakers, and ensures students are equipped with the knowledge and 
tools to become the climate leaders of the 21st century. Columbia Climate School's mission is to develop 
and inspire knowledge-based solutions and educate future leaders for just and prosperous societies on a 
healthy planet. 
 
International Groundwater Resources Assessment Centre (IGRAC) is UNESCO's international 
groundwater center for monitoring, mapping, and assessing the world's groundwater. It is located in Delft, 
The Netherlands, but is particularly active in the global south. IGRAC facilitates and promotes the 
international sharing of data and information on groundwater worldwide. For that purpose, it has developed 
a Global Groundwater Information System (GGIS), a global map-based portal for groundwater data and 
information. Next to GGIS, the map of Transboundary Aquifers of the World (TBA Map) is the most 
distinctive IGRAC product. Organization updates can be found on their website www.un-igrac.org and on 
their Instagram (@unescoigrac), Facebook (@igrac.un), Twitter (@UNIGRAC) pages, and YouTube 
channel. 
 
Youth for Global Health & Social Justice  
Youth for Global Health & Social Justice takes you on a transcontinental journey through the lens of today's 
youths as they tell the story of the international water crisis under the guidance and narration of organization 
Founder/Director Dr. Sheryl Simmons. Seven countries, one conversation converge to bring awareness to 
clean water and sanitation as a Human Right for everyone. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


