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THE FARMER'S PRIDE

Counties asked to give
- perks for solar projects

FROR PAGE 12

cations, 14 certificates of construction
have been issued, “with conditions and
required mitigation measures”

The remaining projects are in differ-
ent phases of review, with several not
in the complete application phase, she
said.

“In other words, there are a number
of notices of intent to file an applica-
tion,” she said.

Companies applying for solar Pproj-
ects must include a required site
assessment report with applications
containing details of potential impacts
to the surrounding property during
construction and when in operation.
Public notification is required by stat-
ute, including notifying the landown-
ers who border the proposed sites and
holding public meetings.

7. The siting board conducts site visits

. and a formal hearing about projects,

" where it may receive public comments
fer intervention. The board must then

 tetain a consultant to review the com-

- pany’s proposed mitigation measures. -

In the case of Fleming Solar, a sub-
sidiary of Core Solar LLC, based in
Austin, Texas, a long list of conditions

" and mitigation measures were laid out

for the company by the siting board.
That list included things like maintain-
ing existing vegetation between solar
arrays and roadways and homes. It also

. requires the company to file a decom-

missioning plan, naming Fleming
County as a beneficiary, with the bond
amount to be reviewed every five years
at Fleming Solar’s expense to provide
any updates to the cost of decommis-
sioning. ¢ ’

All projects must comply with local,
state and federal environmental regula-
tions and are subject to local planning
and zoning regulations, meaning the
local community can review the pro-
posals and voice any concerns.

“Iwill say one thing for the PSC?
Foxworthy said, where protections are
concerned. “They’re requiring these
companies to have a consultant come
in and look at the area and talk to the
people there.and report back to the
PSC on the pros and cons. They’ve
come up with a lot of things that these
companies never thought they’d have
to do”

Foxworthy said all the companies
with sights on setting up solar.oper-
ations in rural Kentucky “make me a
bit nervous; the economic benefits just
aren’t there. The landowners, I can see.
They have a chance to make some real
good annual revenue, but the local gov-
ernments are the ones that are taking

. all the risk”

To see all records in Kentucky for
the solar projects from 2020-2021,
visit psc.ky.gov/Home/EGTSB.

By Bobbie Curd

Field Reporter
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