AAIB Bulletin: 1/2019

G-FLYX

EW/G2018/11/03

ACCIDENT
Aircraft Type and Registration:

Robinson R44 Raven II, G-FLYX

No & Type of Engines:

1 Lycoming IO-540-AE1A5 piston engine

Year of Manufacture:

2007 (Serial no: 11669)

Date & Time (UTC):

2 November 2018 at 1458 hrs

Location:

Denham Aerodrome, Buckinghamshire

Type of Flight:

Training

Persons on Board:

Crew - 2

Passengers - None

Injuries:

Crew - 2 (Minor)

Passengers - N/A

Nature of Damage:

Substantial

Commander’s Licence:

Private Pilot’s Licence

Commander’s Age:

66 years

Commander’s Flying Experience:

2,643 hours (of which 1,400 were on type)
Last 90 days - 130 hours
Last 28 days - 35 hours

Information Source:

Aircraft Accident Report Form submitted by the
pilot

A student pilot, who was training towards his PPL(H), was practising his takeoff and landing
techniques with an instructor. The instructor stated that after completing several takeoffs
and landings to a good standard, the student repositioned the helicopter to the beginning of
grass Runway 12 and landed across the white arrow marking the start of the runway.
The instructor stated that this landing was a bit rushed, especially considering the uneven
nature of the surface, and the student immediately began to lift off to attempt the landing
again. However, as the helicopter lifted, it began to rotate to the right which the instructor
attempted to counter with the application of left pedal and by lowering the collective. The
helicopter then rolled to the left and the front of the left skid contacted the ground before
breaking off. The helicopter continued to roll further to the left, with the rotor blades striking
the ground, before coming to rest on its left side with the engine still running.
The student vacated the aircraft using the right door and assisted the instructor out of the
helicopter after the instructor had first shut down the engine. Both occupants sustained
minor cuts from the broken windscreen.
The instructor stated that he had previously emphasised to the student the need for a gentle
two-stage lift into a hover and that he may have been “lulled into a false sense of security”
by the student’s good performance at the beginning of the lesson.
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