
World Wisocracy Party


Rebuilding Trust
 In a World of Espionage 

 



World espionage 

appears to be ever-expanding, 

while global trust seems to be ever-decreasing.

We need to find a way to increase trust to achieve 

gradual global disarmament to have the resources 

needed for humanity and Earth care.



Part 1: 

The Expansion of Espionage
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Part 1: The Expansion of Espionage

The Rise of State Surveillance and Cyber Espionage

• Espionage has long been a critical tool of statecraft, but in the 21st century, 
its scope has expanded dramatically.

• Technological advances have enabled governments to conduct mass surveillance, 
cyber intrusions, and intelligence operations at an unprecedented scale. 

• The digital age has transformed espionage from a covert, human-intelligence 
operation into a vast, data-driven enterprise where states, corporations, 
and even non-state actors engage in information warfare.



Key Developments in Modern Espionage
• Mass Surveillance

Programs like the U.S. National Security Agency’s 
(NSA) PRISM, revealed by Edward Snowden in 
2013, demonstrated how governments collect and 
analyze vast amounts of digital communications, 
often without public knowledge or consent.

• Cyber Espionage
Nations like China, Russia, and the United States 
conduct cyber operations targeting government 
institutions, corporations, and even individuals. 
Cyber espionage has led to the theft of trade 
secrets, intellectual property, and sensitive 
political information.

• Artificial Intelligence in Intelligence Gathering 
AI-driven analytics and deep learning now allow 
intelligence agencies to process vast datasets, 
predict threats, and even conduct autonomous 
surveillance operations.

• Private Sector Involvement
The rise of private intelligence firms, such as 
NSO Group (known for Pegasus spyware), has 
blurred the lines between state and corporate 
espionage, raising ethical and legal concerns.

The Impact on Trust 
The exposure of these activities has significantly eroded trust between nations, businesses, 

and even citizens and their own governments. Countries increasingly view each other with suspicion, 
hindering diplomatic cooperation and global governance.



Several international initiatives are underway to establish ethical boundaries on surveillance and digital espionage.  
These efforts reflect a growing international recognition of the need to establish ethical boundaries and legal frameworks to govern 
surveillance and digital espionage,  aiming to balance security concerns with the protection of individual privacy and human rights.

International Ethical Espionage 

UN Cybercrime Convention
In November 2024, the Biden administration expressed support for a United Nations cybercrime convention aimed at addressing 
global cyber threats. While the treaty seeks to enhance international cooperation against cybercrime, concerns remain about 
potential misuse by authoritarian regimes to justify surveillance and infringe on human rights. The U.S. plans to develop measures to 
mitigate these risks and involve nongovernmental organizations in monitoring potential abuses. Politico

Joint Statement on Commercial Spyware
By March 2024, 22 countries, including the United States, endorsed a joint statement to counter the proliferation and misuse of 
commercial spyware. This coalition committed to implementing safeguards ensuring that government use of such technologies aligns 
with human rights, restricting exports to potential malicious actors, and collaborating with industry and civil society to set appropriate 
standards. Security Council Report+1The White House+1

Council of Europe’s Data Protection Initiatives 
The Council of Europe has urged states to strengthen personal data protection in the context of digital surveillance by intelligence 
services. They advocate for countries to join the updated data protection treaty, "Convention 108+," and promote new international 
legal standards to provide democratic and effective safeguards in this field. Portal

UN Resolutions on Privacy
In November 2024, a UN rights committee passed a "right to privacy" resolution, emphasizing that surveillance and data interception 
by governments and companies may violate human rights. This resolution, initiated by Germany and Brazil, underscores the global 
concern over digital surveillance practices. SecurityWeek

https://www.politico.com/news/2024/11/11/biden-administration-un-cyber-convention-00188701?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.securitycouncilreport.org/whatsinblue/2025/01/arria-formula-meeting-on-commercial-spyware-and-the-maintenance-of-international-peace-and-security.php?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.coe.int/en/web/portal/-/digital-surveillance-by-intelligence-services-states-must-take-action-to-better-protect-individuals?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.securityweek.com/un-passes-anti-spying-resolution/?utm_source=chatgpt.com


Several authors have explored the expanding realm of government espionage and its impact on trust. 
These works provide comprehensive insights into how government espionage 

affects trust in institutions and society.

Writings on the Expanding World of Government Espionage and Its Impact on Trust Building 

Fen Osler Hampson & Eric Jardine

In Look Who’s Watching: Surveillance, Treachery and 
Trust Online, they discuss how revelations about 
government surveillance, such as those by Edward 
Snowden, have eroded public confidence in the 
internet ecosystem. CIGI

Jai Galliott & Warren Reed 

Editors of Ethics and the Future of Spying: Technology, 
National Security and Intelligence Collection, they 
examine ethical issues arising from modern intelligence 
practices and their implications for societal 
trust. Routledge+1Georgetown University Press+1

David Omand & Mark Phythian 

Authors of Principled Spying: The Ethics of Secret 
Intelligence, they debate balancing necessary 
intelligence activities with the protection of democratic 
values, emphasizing the importance 
of ethical frameworks in maintaining public 
trust. Georgetown University Press

Ralph M. Carney, Carson Eoyang 
& Theodore R. Sarbin 

In Citizen Espionage: Studies in Trust and Betrayal, they 
analyze the social, political, and psychological factors 
influencing individuals to engage in espionage, focusing 
on the betrayal of trust. Barnes & Noble+1Bloomsbury+1

https://www.cigionline.org/publications/look-whos-watching-surveillance-treachery-and-trust-online/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.routledge.com/Ethics-and-the-Future-of-Spying-Technology-National-Security-and-Intelligence/Galliott-Reed/p/book/9781138820395?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://press.georgetown.edu/Book/Principled-Spying?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/citizen-espionage-ralph-m-carney/1112076390?utm_source=chatgpt.com


The Global Trust Deficit

As espionage grows, 
so does a trust deficit in global affairs. 

Governments are reluctant to share intelligence, 
fearing internal leaks or foreign infiltration. 

Diplomatic relations suffer when espionage scandals emerge, 
as seen in cases like the U.S. wiretapping of European allies. 

Meanwhile, corporations fear cyber theft and protect proprietary 
information, limiting international collaboration on innovation.

The fundamental question arises: 
Can trust be rebuilt in an era where espionage is omnipresent?



Part 2: 

Trust Building



Part 2: Building Trust

Trust as a 
Foundational Element of Stability

Stephen Covey, in The Speed of Trust, 
argues that trust is not just an abstract virtue 

but a measurable and actionable asset that improves 
relationships, enhances collaboration, and reduces costs 

associated with suspicion and inefficiency. 

Applying his principles to international espionage 
offers a framework for restoring some level of trust, 

even in a highly competitive global environment.



The Five Waves of Trust in Global Affairs

Self-Trust (Credibility of Nations)
Countries that maintain ethical intelligence practices 

and demonstrate consistency in their values 
build credibility on the global stage.

Relationship Trust (Alliances & Treaties)
Nations that engage in honest diplomacy and 

adhere to agreements foster stronger alliances.

Organizational Trust (Global Institutions)
International organizations, such as the UN and WTO, 
require trust in their processes to function effectively.

Market Trust (Economic Cooperation)
Economic espionage damages trust in global trade, 

making agreements less reliable.

Societal Trust (Perception of Fairness and Justice)
Public trust in government institutions erodes 

when citizens learn of mass surveillance programs.



The 13 Behaviors of High-Trust Leaders
in Diplomacy and Intelligence

Covey outlines behaviors that foster trust, 
many of which are applicable to global affairs:

1. Talk Straight – Transparency in intelligence-sharing agreements
can reduce suspicion.

2. Demonstrate Respect – Honoring treaties and commitments 
strengthens diplomatic relationships.

3. Create Transparency – Publicly disclosing espionage policies 
when possible can build confidence.

4. Right Wrongs – Acknowledging past espionage misdeeds can 
help repair trust..



5. Show Loyalty – Standing by allies
in intelligence-sharing agreements 
reinforces cooperation.

6. Deliver Results – Nations that honor 
trade and security commitments 
maintain credibility.

7. Get Better – Continuous ethical 
improvements in intelligence practices 
can enhance trust.

8. Confront Reality – Addressing espionage 
concerns openly prevents further 
diplomatic rifts.

9. Clarify Expectations – Setting clear 
boundaries on intelligence operations 
fosters trust.

10. Practice Accountability – Holding 
intelligence agencies accountable 
reassures citizens and allies.

11. Listen First – Prioritizing diplomatic 
dialogue before resorting to espionage 
preserves trust.

12. Keep Commitments – Honoring 
agreements, such as arms control 
treaties, strengthens global trust.

13. Extend Trust Wisely – While caution 
is necessary, excessive suspicion
can escalate tensions unnecessarily.



Rebuilding Trust in a World of Espionage

While espionage is unlikely to disappear, trust 
can still be rebuilt through ethical intelligence practices, 

diplomatic transparency, and adherence to 
international agreements. 

Nations must balance security concerns 
with a commitment to ethical intelligence gathering, 

fostering cooperation rather than perpetual suspicion.

By applying Covey’s principles, 
governments, corporations, and individuals 

can begin to navigate a world where 
espionage is an unavoidable reality

– but trust remains a crucial, 
achievable goal.



Rebuilding Trust for a Sustainable Future
World espionage 

appears to be ever-expanding, 
while global trust seems to be ever-decreasing. 

As nations, corporations, and individuals 
navigate a landscape of secrecy and surveillance, we must ask: 

How can we rebuild trust in an era dominated by suspicion?
Trust is not a passive ideal—it is an active force that can

 transform global relations, reduce conflict, 
and redirect resources toward humanity and Earth care. 

If we want to achieve 
gradual global disarmament,

to have the need resources for humanity, society and Earth care, 
we must commit to strengthening ethical diplomacy, 

fostering transparency, and establishing trust-building initiatives 
that move beyond espionage-driven policies.



Join Here

J o i n  H e r e
Connect  Here

C o n n e c t   H e r e

Join the Monthly Meeting
 Second Sunday, 1 PM ET on Zoom

Connect with us
https://wisocracy.org/message

Wisocracy isn’t just an idea—it’s a blueprint for a better world. 
W i l l  y o u  h e l p  b r i n g  i t  t o  l i f e?

Join the World Wisocracy Party now. The future needs wisdom.

Call to Action
The time to act is now. 

We must advocate for international agreements that balance 
security with human rights, demand corporate responsibility

in digital surveillance, and promote diplomatic efforts 
that prioritize cooperation over conflict.

Join the movement to restore trust – 
within our governments, between nations, and among people 

– so that we may shift our collective resources toward healing our 
planet and ensuring a just, sustainable future for all.

https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/8UsBmtN1Tei5S89fnQbj3A
https://wisocracy.org/message
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/8UsBmtN1Tei5S89fnQbj3A
https://wisocracy.org/message
https://wisocracy.org/message


Human Development
Consciousness

Values / Morals / Ethics
Character / Wisdom

Creativity / InnovationJustice
Social Justice

Earth Laws
Global Justice 

Peace
Conflict Resolution

Mediation / Smartsettle
Gradual Global Disarmament

Economics
Doughnut Economics

Circular Economy
Wellbeing Economy
Sustainable Growth

Governance
Wisocracy

Wise Evolved Leaders
Wise Systems

Efficient / Effective / Efficacious

Technology
Smart Electric Systems

Tech  / AI / Internet for Good

Environment
Bioregeneration
Eco-civilization

    Click here to see  the  World Wisocracy Party Platform

Click here 
to see  the

 World 
Wisocracy Party 

Platform

https://img1.wsimg.com/blobby/go/aa4da1ff-b2f0-4c68-a739-29afb3b474cd/downloads/d035277e-ab2b-4aa2-9a0e-7f214518af2e/WWP 1 - Platform.pdf?ver=1743870318306
https://img1.wsimg.com/blobby/go/aa4da1ff-b2f0-4c68-a739-29afb3b474cd/downloads/d035277e-ab2b-4aa2-9a0e-7f214518af2e/WWP 1 - Platform.pdf?ver=1743870318306
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