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Pamir languages: The Path to a written tradition
Dodykhudoeva L.R.

Institute of Linguistics, Russian Academy of Sciences,
Moscow, Russia

It is known that the use of writing strengthens the position of a language: the presence of writing
and written texts enhances the sociolinguistic status of the language and written texts help to
preserve the language.

The presence of a written tradition in Shughnan and Wakhan first emerged in the 7th century in
the travel notes of the Buddhist monk Xuan Jiang. Although he noted that the two alphabets were
different, he did not specify their differences. Since then, for a long period, there was no
indication of written sources in this region, in these languages. There are indications that in the
19th and early 20th centuries, Shughnani speakers began to write literary and historical notes in
their mother tongue. From the early 20th century, medical and historical writings in Shughnani
have survived, as well as poetic divans, such as the divan of Mullo Lochin. These works were
written mainly on the basis of Arabic script.

In the 1920s, the Soviet authorities in Tajikistan initiated a campaign on language planning, and
an alphabet based on the Romanised system was created to teach the population in their native
Shughnani language. Textbooks and fiction were published using this system.

Since the mid-1960s, the Pamir Studies Department of the Rudaki Institute of Language and
Literature at the Tajik Academy of Sciences has been working under the direction of Professor
Dodkhudo Karamshoev on collecting materials on Pamir languages and folklore, as well as on
improving the writing systems of Pamir languages. The Department developed academic and
popular scholarly alphabets for all unwritten Pamir languages, based on Russian-Tajik Cyrillic
script. All the academic works of the Department have been published on the basis of these
alphabets.

In 2013, with the objective of creating drafts of Pamir alphabets, a seminar was organized by the
Institute of Linguistics of the Russian Academy of Sciences in Moscow and by the Institute of
Humanities of the Tajik Academy of Sciences in Khorog, to develop alphabets for all Pamir
languages based on the Tajik script, with the inclusion of additional letters. This project reached
a new stage when books for children in their native languages began to be published in Khorog.
Since 2014, centres for Early Development and Education in Khorogh, with the collaboration of
Prof. Sh.P. Yusufbekov, and with international support, began publishing children’s books in the
Pamir languages.
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RELATION OF PAMIRI LANGUAGES , WITH TAJIK BADAKHSHANIAN DIALECTS

Tajik Gorno Badakhshan is one of the areas of Eastern Hindukush linguistic region and
as the alive museum of Iranian languages has the large role in historical appearance of east
and west Iranian languages. The wide sample of such linguistic existence in this area contains
the function of Badakhshan saying of south dialects of Tajik language in the territory of
spreading of some south-eastern Iranian languages, indicated in the scientific sphere of
Pamirian languages. In this article is analyzed the influence of Pamiri languages in the
development of phonetic phonetical, lexical and grammatical structures of Badakhshan
saying of Tajik language.

Key words: ethnolinguistics region, ethnolinguistics area, co-existence languages,
Badakhshan dialects Tajik language, Pamir languages, dialect of Ghoron, dialect of Nud,
Tajik-Wakhan dialects, Tajik dialect of Shokhdara, influence south-eastern Iranian
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Anthropology of language in Afghanistan

Farida Ahmadi,
Oslov University, Norway

In total, throughout history humans have spoken about 10 000 languages. Today, only
about 6000 of those remain as living languages. About 70 million people consider today
Persian as their native tongue. In total, roughly 110 million globally speak the language.
The Persian language is a very old language. Despite attempts from great powers who have
tried to divide and limit people in different countries across the region through
nationalism, religion and ethnicity, the Persian language have united its speakers
throughout history. We still have our common language. The Persian poet Ferdowsi calls
this region Aryana. Language is an essential part of the human life. Human struggle for
their own of needs, such as love, rights and solidarity. This struggle is made possible
through language. Therefore, the study of languages is also a study of the human struggle
for their own needs for recognition in everyday life. Human accumulation of knowledge
regarding their needs develops languages and create their own thought maps through
different set of beliefs and religions. This happens particularly through creative people like
Mani, Jesus, Zoroaster, Muhammed, and Buddha.

Recently in the district of Jaghori, central Afghanistan, a large stone with multiple
inscriptions was discovered. It was sent to Professor Nicholas Sims-Williams at University
of London. He concludes that the carvings is written around year 757 AD. The writings
mention the name Begtiz. He was a man who governed parts of the Middle East and
Afghanistan during the 8t century. Additionally, it is on the stone written about how a local
river stopped flowing and how it eventually dried out. It is evident that water, a primary
need for humans, has been the topic of writings for centuries. The way human beings
cover their own needs is through travels and mixing with other humans. Mobility therefore
creates civilization and the development of language. One example of this is Surkh Kotal.
The Surkh Kotal inscription is the first known substantial document written in Bactrian, an
Iranian language. It uses the Greek script. It was first translated by the German linguist
Walter Bruno Henning. This language is shared between Greeks and Balkh.
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The role of suffix - VARA in word derivation

Sayfiddin Mirzoev
Institute of Language and Literature (Rudaki)
National Academy of Sciences of Tajikistan

Word derivation is one of the most important ways and means of linguistics and it
enriches language vocabulary. There is a lot of words are formed with the help of
prefix and sufix, in languages, especially in Yaghnob and Tajik languages.

This article presents information about the sufix—vara in Yaghnob language, features
of its word formation, its development in comparison with the Tajik language,
especially in its southern and southeastern dialects. For the first time this article
examines the role of this suffix in the Yagnob language, in naming of geographic
places associated with plants, its comparison with the conversation of some villages
of the Aini district, and its comparison with oriental Iranian languages on the example
of the Pamir and Pashtu languages .

The need for this topic is the lack of knowledge of the suffix- vara from the historical
and comparison point of view. The goal is to determine the regularity of the word
formation of the suffix, its purpose and definition, features of the word formation
and distribution.

Keywords: suffix - vara, word formation, Yagnob language, Sogdian language, Tajik
dialects, Yazgulam languages and Pashto, East Iranian languages, geographic names,
plants and herbs
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THE ROLE OF SUFFIX -DON/-DUN IN THE WORD BUILDING OF

YAGHNOBI LANGUAGE

Sayfiddin Mirzoev
Institute of Language and Literature (Rudaki)
National Academy of Sciences of Tajikistan

Word building is one of the most important parts of every language including
Yagnobi language. To build words with suffixes is more common and the range
of their studying is wide.

In the article the author analyzed only the words with suffix —don/-dun in
Yagnobi language. The author paid attention to using of this suffix as it was not
studied by other linguists before. Even A.L.Khromov the famous Yagnobi
researcher included it to the list of less used suffixes in Yagnobi language. The
collected and analyzed material by the author showed that the suffix —don/-dun
is very productive suffix contrary to Khromov’s classification.

There are a lot of words formed by this suffix. Some of them are similar to Tajik
words in formation but they are not existed in Tajik language. Therefore most
words formed by this word belong to Yagnobi language.

KEY WORDS: Yagnobi language, suffix —don, word building, words:

n u

“kimirmoyadon”, “suzandon”, “dukdon”, “jomadon”, “chakkadon”, “zakhdon”,

n u n u n u

“navdon”, “sargindon”, “sangdon”, “namakdon”, dialects of Tajik language
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