
  

 Mark your Calendars for the NewDay 

Resurrection Race/Pancake Breakfast/ 

Lions Club Easter Egg Hunt on April 20 and 

the NewDay Concert Fundraiser on its new 

date May 4, 2019. 

 As 2018 comes to a close, we are 

anticipating more changes as we ring in 

2019. Do you have a talent or resource 

you would like to share with NewDay? No 

matter how big or small, you are making a 

difference in the lives of many!  

Holiday Blessings, Cathy 
 

 
Holiday Cheer  
 Several NewDay families were the 

recipients of groceries and gifts at the 

holidays this past year. The Door Village 

United Methodist Women, assisted by the 

youth group and the entire church family, 

earned funds through monetary 

donations, a Beef & Noodle fundraiser 

dinner, and the UMW Christmas Cookie 

Sale. Funds were then used to buy 

groceries for Thanksgiving and Christmas 

as well as additional gifts for the selected 

NewDay families. The UMW bought 
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Message from  

NewDay President Cathy Dye 

2018 Holiday Greetings  
 Each year I am amazed at what our 

small foundation accomplishes. As we 

celebrate our 15th year, Connie’s dream “to 

be a loving support system to those battling 

and surviving cancer,” has gone above and 

beyond any expectations she/we ever 

dreamed of. This success is because we 

have been blessed with the unending 

support of our faithful volunteers, dedicated 

supporters and generous community 

involvement. 

 Since the beginning of 2018, we have 

assisted 74 clients and families with: 

Rent-$10,342 

Utilities-$9,085 

Gas and Food Cards-$2925 

Transportation-$2,083 

Medical Expenses-$538 

Misc-$1,082 

Mosette-Levin Endowment Fund /LP Co 

only for medical Expenses=$15,000 

Totaling=$41,000.00  

**Since our monetary assistance began in 

2012, we have raised over $300,000.00 

helping over 400 cancer clients. 

 Our two fundraisers brought in over 

$16,587 this year.  Donations and Memorials 

added another $27,757 for a total of 

$44,344.00. 

 NewDay thanks each of you for your 

continued support, generosity, and prayers 

as we continue to assist local cancer 

patients and their families. 



  

 

Our Volunteers ARE NewDay 

NewDay is blessed to have such loving 

and giving volunteers. We will miss those 

who have passed this year, and we are 

welcoming new volunteers who would like 

to help us. It would be difficult to list by 

name our many volunteers dedicated to 

the mission and legacy, but here are just a 

few of the areas where volunteers lend a 

personal touch and help in so many ways: 

• Our team for the Resurrection Race and 

Pancake Breakfast on Saturday of Easter 

weekend have worked hard to see this 

fundraiser growing each year.  It takes a 

large group to organize the many areas. 

• The NewDay Concert/Fundraiser, always 

the last Saturday in April, is organized by 

several and manned by many – raising 

almost $12,000 this year.   

• Volunteers provide transportation for our 

clients when needed – several drivers 

are cancer survivors and truly relate with 

the patients.   

• We have been fortunate to share the 

profits from the Coulter’s Corn Maze. It’s 

a fun five-weekend project with many 

kind hearts helping with the maze.   

NewDay Scholarship Recipient 

     
   Tyler Eggert & family would like to thank 

the NewDay Foundation and all its 

supporters for the music scholarship. Tyler 

went to Purdue never having marched in 

marching band in high school. There were 

560 students trying out for 383 positions (22 

in the “Toobahs” - sousaphones to the rest 

of the world). Not only did he make it, but 

he has been recognized as the Volunteer 

of the Week for Purdue’s Bands and 

Orchestras (over 1000 students involved in 

a university without a music school). He is 

loving not only his section and being in the 

All American Marching Band, but his 

Agricultural Education classes and his 

Purdue experience. Thank you, NewDay, 

for helping Tyler reach for his goals! 

clothes, footwear, and household items, 

and the youth group purchased toys, 

games, and music items for the children.  

Gas and food cards were also given to 

assist these families in January.  

 
 

• A very special group of ladies 

continue to contribute crocheted 

and knitted prayer shawls for those 

battling cancer.  

Because of the generosity of those 

who donate and those who volunteer, 

NewDay is able to give teddy bears, 

coloring books, crayons, and reading 

and word search books to children in 

hospitals, give Bags of Hope and prayer 

shawls to patients, supply food pantry 

items to patients and their families, help 

families who need assistance, and give 

music scholarships to college students. 

All of this is possible thanks to the 

generosity of caring people like you. 

 



  

NewDay Resurrection Race 

 
   The NewDay Foundation sponsors a 

family fun-filled day every year on 

the day before Easter. The fun includes an 

Easter Egg Hunt and pancake breakfast 

sponsored by the Door Village Lions Club, 

one-mile fun run, and a 5K/10K run and 

walk. This year’s event will take place on 

Saturday, April 20. All events take place at 

Door Village United Methodist 

Church located at 3502 W. Joliet Road in 

rural La Porte, Indiana.  

   The fun run is free and is held on the 

grounds of the Door Village Park.  All 

proceeds from the run go to the NewDay 

Foundation which assists La Porte County 

residents who are suffering from cancer.  

Entrance to the pancake breakfast is free 

with a registration for either run. The 5K and 

10K are timed and awards are distributed 

for overall and age group winners for male 

and female. The 10K is unique in it 

“resurrects” the 5K course. Dogs on leashes 

and strollers are welcome. The race is run 

on country roads with one stretch of the 

course on a gravel road. It is a flat course. 

In 2018, ninety participants braved the 

spring weather to kick off the start to the 

running season. They all finished with a 

smile knowing they made a difference by 

giving those battling cancer in La Porte 

County a “new day!” 

 
   Registration is now open for the 2019 

Resurrection Race which will be held April 

20, 2019. To register you can visit 

https://runsignup.com/Race/IN/LaPorteLa

Porte/NewDayResurrectionRun. 

  

Sponge Bob Visits 
   Sponge Bob continues 

to visit Comer Children’s 

Hospital in Chicago. 

Teddy bears hand- 

delivered to the children 

in the hospital are  

always a hit, and seeing the smiles on the 

faces of the children and their family 

members is extremely rewarding.  And it’s 

not just the children and their families, but 

the doctors, nurses and other staff that get 

just as excited about Sponge Bob’s visits.  If 

you are interested in joining Sponge Bob 

and his friends for the next visit to Comer, 

please contact any member of the 

NewDay Foundation.  Our hope is that you 

too can experience this wonderful 

community outreach.  A special thank you 

to the caring people who coordinate 

these visits and their continued dedication 

to this very important part of NewDay! 

 - Rob Schable aka Sponge Bob 

 

 

NewDay Picnic 

 
Twice each year, NewDay provides a 

fun, festive picnic for patients at Michiana 

Hematology Oncology in Westville. 

Volunteers serve an old-fashioned picnic 

starting with food brought in for breakfast 

and continuing with lunch through about 3 

o’clock in the afternoon. Patients are given 

a day of food and fun - and they love it! 



  Dick and Joyce Marhanka and Cathy Dye. 

Jalon’Tae Blakely received the Connie 

Yagelski-Marhanka Scholarship in memory of 

Wes and Carol Kessler. We are excited to 

have had an opportunity to impact their 

future and wish them the best of luck.  

   The most important part of the evening 

was our annual Rose Ceremony where we 

recognized those battling cancer and 

remembered those that have lost their battle 

in the past year. Guests at the event also 

witnessed testimonies from Lisa Pierzakowski 

and Jackie Orszulak who have both been 

major supporters of NewDay and our clients. 

This is always a very powerful experience for 

everyone in attendance and one that really 

shows the resounding impact that NewDay 

has on people at times they are most 

vulnerable.  

   The excitement of the evening happened 

when Trish took the microphone and 

auctioned off some amazing prizes: Cubs 

tickets, a state-of-the-art copy machine, Stihl 

Weed Eater, and many other amazing items, 

all of which were donated by local 

businesses. In addition to the live auction, 

many raffle prizes were donated and given 

away to concert guests. Those prizes 

included holiday themed gift baskets, Taste 

of La Porte baskets, jewelry, electronics, local 

pottery, potted flowers, gift certificates, and 

many other handmade treasures.  

   We express our heartfelt gratitude to all 

that volunteered their time, talents, and 

donations. The money raised goes directly to 

patients. The NewDay Concert is our biggest 

fund raiser each year. The concert’s 

continued success allows us to continue 

support or clients financially, physically and 

emotionally. Next year’s concert will take 

place on Saturday, May 4, 2019 at the Silver 

Palace in La Porte. Keep a look out for 

details on the 16th annual New Day Concert. 

We are excited to be making some fun 

changes for next year while having the same 

great music! 

Scott Marhanka, Sara Burgess, & Brad Hindsley 
NewDay Foundation Co-founder & NewDay 

Concert Co-Chairpersons 

NewDay Concert 

 
   The 15th annual NewDay Foundation 

Concert Fundraiser took place on April 28th 

at the Silver Palace in La Porte. We 

celebrated the 15th anniversary milestone of 

the concert in style and were successful in 

raising a considerable about of funds for 

NewDay. Hosted once again by Brad 

Hindsley and Trish Wainscott, the evening 

was filled with phenomenal music, lots of 

laughter, and tons of fun. The main focus of 

the evening was raising funds for the 

NewDay Foundation to continue the mission 

of advocating for local cancer patients and 

their families. Because of so many donors 

and sponsors, 100% of the money raised 

throughout the night was used to support 

those battling cancer. We are so excited to 

announce that this year we raised nearly 

$12,000.00 and look forward to surpassing 

that in 2019.  

   The 15th annual concert brought back 

many familiar faces from years past. The 

concert started once again with 

Predd/Kennedy Project. We welcomed back 

the always-popular Cripple Creek again this 

year. The main attraction again this year was 

the NewDay Band filled with so many 

extremely talented musicians. All of the 

musicians volunteered their time once again 

this year and we want to thank them from 

the bottom of our hearts for their unwavering 

support for NewDay. 

   For yet another year, we were eager to 

presented two scholarships to local high 

school students who will be pursuing music in 

college. Tyler Eggert received the Connie 

Yagelski-Marhanka Scholarship in honor of 



  

The NewDay Foundation, a ministry of Door Village United Methodist Church, is a non-profit organization.  All 

money raised will stay in our community to help local cancer patients and bring programs and services to our 

county.  Your contributions are tax deductible.  Please let us know where to send your receipt. 

Your Name(s) or Company Name:  __________________________________________________________________________  

Address:  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  

City, State, Zip:  _____________________________________________________________________________________________  

Phone Number:  ____________________________________________________________________________________________  

Please send remittance to:  NewDay Foundation, P O Box 13, La Porte, IN 46352-0013 

Notes of Appreciation 
    “Thank you for caring for others through your 
foundation. Please accept this donation in 
loving memory…” - Kathy, Todd, Kelly, Regan,  
 Jason, Allison, Wesley, Jeff, & Erinn 
   “This is just a note to show my appreciation 
for your gift bag. I received it at the Porter 
Hospital infusion center. Your kindness is truly 
appreciated.  May God bless you all.” - Joyce 
   “Thank you for helping out our patient.  He 
said you made his weekend.  He was so excited 
about being able to receive the treatment.”  
 - Treatment Center 
   “We want you to know how grateful we are 

to you for your generosity and compassion. 

By absorbing the cost of this month’s utility 

bill, you have helped to alleviate some of our 

financial stress during the time when I am 

undergoing breast cancer procedures and 

treatment. I hope someday that I can extend 

this same kindness to others who will be 

taking a similar journey. Thanks again for 

being an important member of my breast 

cancer life-saving team!”  - Lisa & Scott 

   “Again, we thank you for helping us this month with 
our Nipsco bill. It has been greatly appreciated since 
my husband has not worked since January. The people 
involved in this group are given hugs of joy from our 
family. May we be given the opportunity to help 
someone along life’s way as they have helped us.” 
 - Sonia & Bob 

“Thank you for paying our Nipsco bill last 
month and this month. We were able to buy six 
6-packs of Ensure with the gift card for 
Walmart. We are so blessed to have people 
like you to help us. Thank you again.” - A friend 
“I want to thank you so much for the 

assistance with my electric and gas 
bills. It was a huge help to my family 
since I have been off work since my 
cancer surgery. I really appreciate it. 
Thank you again.”  - Jennifer 

 “Thanks so much for the help you and 
the NewDay Foundation have given me. I 
was so overwhelmed with the help I have 
received. I hope I can repay the love 
and care you have bestowed on me. 
Love and God bless.”  - Mary 

“Thank you so much for helping with my 

hospital and utility bill!  It is one less stress in 

this stressful journey I am on in my life at this 

time.  Bless God for organizations like yours! 

 - Trina 

   “Thank you so much for the gas card, 
Walmart card, and groceries/items you so 
kindly donated to me! May every special 
thing you do bring blessings in return to you.” 
 - Thelma 
   “Thank you for helping us at our time of need. We 
both greatly appreciate all you have done. God bless!”  
 - Steve & Deb  

 

Food Pantry 
   The NewDay Foundation Food Pantry has 

been a great help for many of our patients 

during a difficult time for them.  The Food 

Pantry has been successful due to the 

generous giving of our Door Village United 

Methodist Church family and a donation 

from DVUMC Outreach and Missions 

Committee.  This enables us to buy food 

and personal supplies.  Thank you to 

everyone who has helped with this much 

needed service. 

Richard & Mauvie Fagg 
Volunteers & Food Pantry Coordinators 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank You to Our 2018 Sponsors 

 American Licorice Hanna UMC Newhard Funeral Home 

 Applegarth Dermatology Faith Walkers Screen Printing Rassel Chiropractic 

 Sheriff John Boyd & Family First Trust Credit Union  Runnin’ For Prestin 

 Coulters’ Farm Produce Gleaners Silver Palace 

 Cutler Funeral Home & Cremation La Porte First UMC Jack & Karen Stroh 

 Door Village UMC The Langford Family TKNN.GIVES 

 Door Village Lions Steve & Judy Kirk Dale & Teresa Tuholski 

    

    

    

   

P O Box 13 
La Porte, IN 46352-0013 
 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

The NewDay Foundation is a non-profit 501 © (3) 
organization, founded by Connie and Scott 
Marhanka in 2003. The mission of the NewDay 
Foundation is to help cancer patients as they 
struggle with the everyday challenges of treatments 
and the obstacles that they may face. For more 
information, visit the NewDay Foundation website 
at newdayfoundation.com. 

NewDay Foundation Officers 
Cathy Dye, President 

Pastor Robert Denney, Vice President 

Joyce Marhanka, Secretary 

Dennis Fischer, Treasurer 

Chris Yagelski, Scholarship 


