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20 For where two or three are gathered together
in my name, there am | in the midst of them.
Matthew 18:20

Love from the Senior Warden

What Is a Church?

As | watch what is happening, some of my thoughts are about
church, of course. | saw a headline that talked about fall and
winter — projecting that things will stay the same. Closed down,
separate, cautious. Where does that leave us? We opened the
church thinking that the new requirements would just be for a
week or two. And here we are weeks, months later.

St. Mary’s is a congregation that loves its Sunday morning
worship. And “church” is so much more. It is community, it is
exploration into who we are as lovers of God, and how God
guides our lives. Itis a congregation of people who can depend
on each other in times of joy and difficulty. And the potential
for so much more, such as the significant outreach we provide.

But now, now we are separate. Some come to church, with
limited interaction, some attend on zoom (thank you, Dale!),
some don’'t come at all, and some, as before, are unable to
participate in community. | posed the question at the July 12
Mission Board meeting: under the current circumstances, what
do we do to create community? This question will be discussed
during the August meeting.

What keeps coming to my mind is the beginning, when there
were no buildings, no organizations, no denominations. It was
the love of Jesus, the passion to understand the words he
gave us, and doing this in COMMUNITY.

| pose to you the same question. In this new time, it is time for
new creativity. How do we create community? Passion for
exploring the Word? Exploring how God guides our lives?
Supporting each other? Providing outreach? What is a
church?



http://www.stmarysofmadison.org/

St. Mary’s Stained Glass story

For many years members of St. Mary’s
discussed installing stained glass windows in
the church, after a dear friend Claudia Ayer
passed away, she left a bequest to St. Mary’s
to be used for this purpose. Members
dedicated windows in memory of their loved
ones and Nate Cutis found a local stain glass
artist from Live Oak. He used the colors from
the existing windows in the borders and kept
them simple to reflect the style of our church.
This projected was completed in 2004 and the
windows were consecrated by Bishop
Hathaway on February 22, 2004.
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The bible says when two or more
come together there you will find

have a picture from our reopening? Or the Shepherds Hands soft him. — During these odd and

reopening? If you have any photos, please email to the church

secretary at liz@stmarysofmadison.org

challenging times, when it's more
difficult to come together, we can at
least pray together, in our home, at
the same time.




