
 

 

James 2 Cheat Sheet  
Faith That Works Or Faith That’s Dead 

Let’s be honest: Christianity is full of people with big talk and small lives. You can quote verses. You 
can hashtag #blessed. You can wear a cross, sit in a pew, and still walk out, living a life that looks 
nothing like Jesus. 

James 2 calls that what it is... dead faith. Not weak. Not growing. Dead. 

The book of James doesn’t play nice. It doesn’t coddle shallow Christians or stroke egos. It looks 
you in the eye and says: 

“Show me your faith apart from your works, and I will show you my faith by my works” (James 2:18 ESV). 

Translation: Real faith works. Dead faith talks. 

No Room for Favoritism 
James 2 begins with a warning that hits harder than most Christians want to admit: Don’t show 
favoritism! (James 2:1). 

If you treat the rich and famous like VIPs and ignore the poor, the messy, and the unseen, you’ve 
missed the entire point of the Gospel. 

Jesus didn’t climb a social ladder. He flipped it upside down. He touched the unclean. He elevated 
the lowly. He wrecked religious cliques. And if your “faith” only functions in the presence of people 
who look good on Instagram, James says you’re walking in sin, not grace. 

Favoritism isn’t a minor issue. It’s spiritual treason. Because in God’s Kingdom, there’s one level playing 
field...the foot of the cross. 

Mercy Over Judgment 
James keeps throwing punches, “For judgment is without mercy to one who has shown no mercy. Mercy triumphs 
over judgment” (James 2:13). This means you don’t get to flex spiritual superiority. You don’t get to 
look down on anyone...not the addict, not the outcast, not the broken. 

Why? Because God didn’t withhold mercy from you. 

If your faith breeds arrogance instead of mercy...it’s a counterfeit. 

  



 

 

Faith Without Works Is Dead 
And here’s the gut punch that leaves no wiggle room, 

“So also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead.” (James 2:17) 

That’s right.  

Dead. 

Not “struggling.” 

Not “growing slowly.” 

Not “just between me and God.” 

Dead. 

You can’t separate faith from works more than you can separate breath from life. If there’s no 
action, there’s no life, Period. James isn’t teaching salvation through works; he’s exposing faith that 
was never alive.  

Genuine faith moves, risks, and obeys. Dead faith sits on the couch and says, “God knows my 
heart.” 

Even Demons “Believe” 
This might be the most savage line in the whole chapter, 

“You believe that God is one; you do well. Even the demons believe—and shudder.” (James 2:19) 

Think belief alone makes you right with God? Demons have seemingly flawless theology since they 
know exactly who God is...and... it terrifies them. 

Belief that doesn’t move you to action is demonic-level useless. It’s not saving faith. It’s dead 
religion. 

Faith That Moves Mountains and Feet 
So, what does living faith look like? 

James points to Abraham and Rahab: Abraham didn’t just believe; he put his son on the altar. 

Rahab didn’t just believe; she risked her life to protect God’s people. 

Faith that’s alive always shows up in action. 

It forgives when it’s costly. It serves when it’s inconvenient. It stands for truth when it’s dangerous. 
It gives when it’s sacrificial. If your faith doesn’t move your life, it’s time to ask if it’s really faith at 
all. 



 

 

The Church Has Enough Fakes 
Let’s not sugarcoat it: The world is drowning in fake Christians. 

People who post verses but ghost the hurting. People who nod in church but stay silent about 
injustice. People whose lives are no different from the world, except they sprinkle Jesus on top. 

James 2 doesn’t leave room for that. It’s a brutal but beautiful invitation to let God burn off dead 
religion and birth faith that breathes, bleeds, and moves. 

So, here’s the challenge: Next time you catch yourself saying, “I have faith,” 

Stop. 

Look at your life. 

Does it show? 

Because James isn’t impressed by spiritual lip service. He’s calling for faith that works — or no 
faith at all. 

 


