
 

 

When Your Tongue is on Fire (And It's Not the Holy 
Spirit): James 3 

We love power. And there's no smaller, more explosive seat of power in your life than your tongue. 
James 3 reads like a gut punch to our social feeds, group chats, and private conversations. It's where 
the Spirit confronts us with this scandalous truth: 

Your words reveal your soul. 

🔥 Tiny Organ, Catastrophic Damage 
James starts by warning teachers (v.1). Not because teaching is bad, but because words shape 
worlds. 

"Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers, for you know that we who teach will be judged with greater 
strictness" (James 3:1 ESV). 

Teaching isn't an Instagram platform to flex your theology. It's a divine trust. Misusing it means 
you'll answer not to your followers but to the God who lit Sinai on fire. 

Then James broadens it: 

A bit in a horse's mouth turns a 1,000 lb animal. 

A rudder on a ship steers a beastly machine across oceans. 

Likewise, your tongue, albeit tiny and hidden... sets the trajectory of your entire life. 

🔥 The Tongue is Hell's Torch 
James doesn't soften it: 

"And the tongues is a fire, a world of unrighteousness. The tongues is set among our members, staining the whole body, 
setting on fire the entire course of life, and set on fire by hell" (James 3:6). 

Think about it: 

Wars have been started by words. 

Families have been wrecked by whispered slander. 

Churches have split not over doctrine but over tongues that couldn't bridle gossip. 

James says no human can tame a forked tongue... not positive self-talk or spiritual journaling 
(James 3:8). Only the Spirit can crucify a forked tongue. 



 

 

🔥 Blessing God, Cursing People 
Here's where it's raw: 

"With it we bless our Lord and Father, and with it we curse people who are made in the likeness of God" (James 
3:9). 

It's liturgy on Sunday and character assassination on Monday. It's praising Jesus in your car, then 
cussing out the driver who cuts you off. 

James says it shouldn't be so. 

Springs don't pour out fresh and saltwater (James 3:11). Fig trees don't sprout olives (James 3:12). So 
why does your mouth spew worship and venom from the same source? Because your tongue isn't 
the problem...Your heart is. 

True Wisdom Wears Humility 
James pivots from words to wisdom. 

Who is wise and understanding among you? (James 3:13). 

You'll know not by their book deals or platform but by their meek, peaceable life (3:13). There's 
fake wisdom, too, which is hell-breathed, ego-driven, jealous, bitter. It destroys communities, 
scorches friendships, and devours families. 

But wisdom from above? 

It's "first pure, then peaceable, gentle, open to reason, full of mercy and good fruits, impartial and sincere" (James 
3:17). 

That's a litmus test. 

Check your last argument. Did your words sow chaos or plant peace? Was your wisdom about being 
correct or about being righteous? 

A Harvest is Coming 
James ends chapter 3 by saying: 

"And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace" (James 3:18). 

Your tongue is a farmer. Every sentence plants seeds. Soon enough, you and the people around 
you will eat what you've sown. 

Want righteous fruit? 

You must sow words that bleed with humility, mercy, and grace. 



 

 

Key Takeaway 
If your mouth is out of control, it's not a tongue problem...it's a worship problem. 

If your words ignite hell on earth, you're channeling the wrong kingdom. 

If you want your lips to drip with blessing, let your heart kneel before Jesus. 

"Lord, burn out the hell in me before my mouth burns down what You're building." 

 


