God’s Law

Burden or Blueprint?

What do you think when you hear the word "law"?

For many, law conjures up images of rigid rules, cold courtrooms, and an impersonal
system designed to restrict rather than liberate. But what if | told you that biblical law—the
legal literature found in Scripture—is far more than a list of do’s and don’ts? What if,
instead of shackles, it’s a blueprint for life, a mirror for the soul, and a foreshadowing of
grace?

The Law as Divine Covenant, Not Mere Code

The legal literature of the Bible, found in books like Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and
Deuteronomy, is not just a rulebook. It is a covenant—a divine contract between God and
His people. Unlike modern legal systems designed by flawed human institutions, biblical
law was established by the Creator, revealing His holiness, justice, and mercy.

Three Distinctions of Biblical Law

Theologians often break biblical law into three categories:

1. Moral Law - Timeless principles reflecting God’s character (e.g., the Ten
Commandments).

2. Civil Law - Judicial instructions specific to ancient Israel’s theocratic government.
3. Ceremonial Law - Rituals and sacrifices pointing to Christ, later fulfilled in Him.

When we recognize these categories, we avoid misapplying Old Testament regulations in a
way that burdens believers while honoring the moral truths that transcend time.

Why Do Christians Care About Ancient Laws?

It’s a common misconception that Christians should ignore the Old Testament law entirely.
After all, didn’t Paul say, “You are not under the law but under grace” (Romans 6:14)?

Absolutely—but context is key. Paul wasn’t saying the moral law of God no longer
matters. Instead, he was affirming that believers are not justified by the law but by
Christ alone. The legal system given to Israel served as a guardian (Galatians 3:24),
revealing sin and pointing forward to Jesus, the ultimate fulfillment of righteousness.



The Law’s Purpose Today

Even though we no longer sacrifice animals or follow the dietary codes of Leviticus, God’s
law still speaks:

It reveals God's holiness — The law teaches us who God is and what He values.
It exposes our sin — No one can keep the law perfectly (Romans 3:20). It shows
our need for grace.

It points to Christ — The sacrifices and rituals of the Old Testament foreshadow
the ultimate sacrifice: Jesus (Hebrews 10:1-18).

It guides Christian living — While we’re not bound to the civil and ceremonial
laws, the moral law remains a reflection of how we should live in Christ.

Are You Under the Law or Under Grace?

In Christ, we are not lawless—we are grace-covered. The difference? The law once
condemned us, but now, through Jesus, it compels us to love and obey God from the
heart.

Next time someone throws an out-of-context Leviticus verse at you as an argument
against Christianity, remind them: The law was never the way to salvation—it was
always the milemarker pointing to Jesus.

= What are your thoughts on biblical law? Do you see it as restrictive or
revelatory? Let’s discuss in the comments!
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