
Habakkuk 1:3 – Study Guide 

"Why do you make me see iniquity, and why do you idly look at wrong? 
Destruction and violence are before me; strife and contention arise." 

✒️ Verse Breakdown 

1. "Why do you make me see iniquity, and why do you idly look at wrong?" 

Key Insight:  

o Habakkuk isn’t just complaining—he’s accusing. 

o “God, You’re forcing me to witness this corruption, and yet You’re 
just watching?” 

o This isn’t doubt in God’s power—it’s frustration at His perceived 
inaction. 

Reflection: 

➤ Have you ever felt like God was making you watch injustice unfold 
while doing nothing about it? 

➤ How do you process the tension between God’s justice and His 
patience? 

2. "Destruction and violence are before me." 

Key Insight:  

o The Hebrew words here (shod and chamas) paint a picture of 
complete moral and societal collapse—oppression, lawlessness, 
injustice, and unchecked evil. 

o This isn’t theoretical. This is Habakkuk’s reality. He’s surrounded 
by a world that is breaking apart. 



Reflection: 

  ➤Where do you see shod (destruction) and chamas (violence)  
 today? 

  ➤How does witnessing injustice impact your faith? 

3. "Strife and contention arise." 

Key Insight:  

o This isn’t just physical violence. This is social breakdown—
division, lawsuits, arguments, corruption. 

o When justice is delayed, people turn on each other. 

o Sound familiar? Political wars. Racial tension. Social division. 
Broken communities. 

Reflection: 

  ➤What are some modern examples of the “strife and contention”  
 Habakkuk describes? 

 ➤How should believers respond when society seems to be  unraveling? 

🔥 Key Themes in 1:3 

✔️ God’s Silence Feels Personal 

Habakkuk isn’t just talking about injustice out there—he’s saying God is 
making him watch. 

     Reality Check: Sometimes God allows us to see brokenness 
because He wants us to do something about it. 

✔️ Evil Seems to Win... for a Time 

• Habakkuk sees corruption thriving. 

• God’s people are living in rebellion, and the wicked are unchecked. 

• And worst of all? God is watching. 



     Reality Check: When it looks like evil is winning, God is often setting 
the stage for justice. 

✔️ Chaos Leads to Division 

• When a society abandons justice, people turn on each other. 

• Strife (social division) and contention (legal disputes, infighting) thrive. 

     Reality Check: This isn’t just ancient Judah. This is our world today. 

🧠 Discussion Questions 

1. Have you ever experienced a season where you felt like God was 
watching but not acting? How did it impact your faith? 

2. Where do you see destruction and violence (shod and chamas) in 
today’s culture? 

3. Why do you think God allows us to see injustice instead of always 
stopping it? 

4. How do we balance lamenting injustice with trusting God’s justice? 

5. What practical steps can you take to be a voice for truth and justice in a 
divided world? 

🛠️ Practical Next Steps 

Pray With Brutal Honesty: 

  ➤ Take 10 minutes today and write your own "Why, God?" prayer. 

  ➤ Be real. Name what’s breaking your heart in the world today. 

  ➤ Offer it to God like Habakkuk did—without sugarcoating it. 

Get Involved in Justice: 

 ➤  Identify one injustice (local or global) that weighs on your heart. 

  ➤ Pray about how God might be calling you to respond. 

 ➤ Take one small step—volunteer, donate, advocate, or support s
 someone working in that area. 



Study Biblical Lament: 

  ➤ Read Psalm 13, Job 30, and Lamentations 3—all examples of  godly 
lament. 

 ➤ Reflect: What do these passages teach us about dealing with 
 suffering and injustice? 

🎤 Key Takeaway 

Faith isn’t pretending everything is fine. 
Faith is standing in the wreckage and saying, “God, I see this. And I know You 
do too.” 

So here’s the challenge: 
Cry out. 
Speak up. 
And trust that the God who seems silent today is already planning justice 
for tomorrow. 

Because here’s the promise: The silence won’t last forever. 

 


