Systematic Theology

Organizing Biblical Truth for a Stronger Faith

“All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction,
and for training in righteousness.” (2 Timothy 3:16)

Many Christians know what they believe, but not why they believe it.

& How do we know God is Triune?
5 What does the Bible teach about salvation, sin, and grace?

& How do we defend our faith against false teachings?
This is where systematic theology becomes essential.

Systematic theology organizes biblical truth into clear, logical categories, helping us
develop a consistent, biblical worldview.

Let’s break it down.

What Is Systematic Theology?

Systematic theology is the study of biblical doctrines arranged in a logical, organized

way.
« Itexamines what the entire Bible teaches on a specific topic.
« It connects different parts of Scripture into a unified framework.
« Ithelps us think deeply, defend truth, and apply theology to life.
L] Titus 1:9

"He must hold firm to the trustworthy word as taught, so that he may be able to give
instruction in sound doctrine and also to rebuke those who contradict it."

@ Lesson: Theology isn’t just for scholars—it’s essential for every believer.



Why Is Systematic Theology Important?

Some Christians believe “We just need the Bible, not theology.” But without theology,
we misunderstand the Bible.

1. It Helps Us Understand the Bible as a Whole

« The Bible is not arranged topically—systematic theology pulls together truths
from Genesis to Revelation.

« Example: The doctrine of the Trinity is not found in one single verse, but is
taught throughout Scripture.

2. It Helps Us Defend Our Faith

(. 1Peter 3:15

"Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you for the reason for the hope
thatis in you."

« Systematic theology helps us answer tough questions about God, morality, and
salvation.
« ltprovides a defense against false doctrines and heresies.

3. It Guides Our Christian Living
« Right belief leads to right living.

« The more we understand who God is, the more we can reflect His character.

1 John17:3

"This is eternal life, that they know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have

sent."

@ Lesson: Systematic theology helps us know God deeply and live faithfully.



Major Categories of Systematic Theology

Systematic theology organizes doctrine into key categories:

Theology Proper (Doctrine of God)

L Isaiah 46:9
"l am God, and there is none like Me."

« God’s attributes: Omniscience, omnipotence, sovereignty, love, holiness.

« The Trinity: One God in three Persons—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

@ Lesson: Understanding God shapes our worship and worldview.

Bibliology (Doctrine of Scripture)

(. 2Timothy 3:16
"All Scripture is breathed out by God."
« Inspiration - The Bible is God’s Word.

« Inerrancy —The Bible has no errors.

« Sufficiency - The Bible is all we need for faith and life.

@ Lesson: A high view of Scripture protects us from false teachings.

Christology (Doctrine of Christ)

(1 John1:1,14

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God... And
the Word became flesh."

« Jesus is fully God and fully man (Hypostatic Union).
« His atoning death and resurrection secure salvation.
« Heis the only way to the Father (John 14:6).

@ Lesson: A right view of Jesus is essential for salvation.



Pneumatology (Doctrine of the Holy Spirit)

(] John 14:26
"The Helper, the Holy Spirit, will teach you all things."

« The Holy Spirit convicts, regenerates, empowers, and sanctifies believers.

« Heis fully God, not just a force.

@ Lesson: Understanding the Holy Spirit helps us walk in power and truth.

Soteriology (Doctrine of Salvation)

__ Ephesians 2:8-9
"For by grace you have been saved through faith."

« Election - God’s sovereign choice in salvation.
« Justification — Declared righteous by faith in Christ.
« Sanctification - Growing in holiness.

« Glorification — Future perfection in heaven.

@ Lesson: Abiblical understanding of salvation protects against false gospels.

Ecclesiology (Doctrine of the Church)

L Matthew 16:18
"I will build My church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it."

« The church is the body of Christ, not a building.

« Baptism, communion, discipleship, and community are essential.

@ Lesson: The church exists to glorify God and make disciples.

Eschatology (Doctrine of the End Times)

(] Revelation 21:4

"He will wipe away every tear... death shall be no more."”



« Christwill return in glory.
« There will be a final judgment.

« God will create a new heaven and new earth.

@ Lesson: Eschatology gives us hope and urgency to live for Christ.

Common Misconceptions About Systematic Theology
X "Theology Is Just for Scholars."
« False—every believer is called to study and defend their faith (Jude 3).
X "Systematic Theology Replaces the Bible."

« False—systematic theology helps us understand the Bible, not
replace it.

X "Theology Divides Christians."

« False—good theology unites believers in truth (Ephesians 4:13).

How to Study Systematic Theology

1. Start with Scripture

« Systematic theology is built on the Bible, not human opinion.

2. Read Solid Theological Books

« Wayne Grudem - Systematic Theology
« John MacArthur & Richard Mayhue - Biblical Doctrine
« Louis Berkhof — Systematic Theology

3. Join a Theologically Sound Church

« Find a church that teaches doctrine clearly and biblically.



Final Thought: Theology That Transforms, Not Just Informs

& Systematic theology is not just about knowledge—it’s about knowing God.
A strong theology leads to a strong faith.
5 What we believe shapes how we live, worship, and share the Gospel.

"Watch your life and doctrine closely. Persevere in them, because if you do, you will save
both yourself and your hearers." (1 Timothy 4:16)

¢ How has systematic theology strengthened your faith? Let’s discuss! (p
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