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Summary: Utah public schools see largest dip in enrollment numbers in 25 years, illuminating a statewide problem that many schools feel unequipped to address. There doesn’t appear to be one singular cause for the plummeting enrollment rates, but many districts point to the Covid 19 pandemic as a turning point. By contrast, Utah charter schools, for the most part, are trending upward in enrollment numbers. With no end in sight, these declining enrollment rates poses interesting questions regarding communities and students at large.
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Utah public schools see largest dip in enrollment in 25 years.
Recently, Granite School District contemplated closing down two of its elementary schools, eventually deciding not to move forward at this time after facing widespread community opposition. Similarly, Utah County’s Alpine School District considered closures of its own, ultimately opting to permanently close Cedar Valley Elementary School following their school board’s vote.
The aforementioned are just two recent examples of a statewide problem, declining enrollment. Utah is undergoing its most significant reduction in K–12 public school enrollment numbers in the past 25 years. As of fall 2025, Utah has 11,478 fewer students than the previous academic year.
Granite, one of Utah’s largest school districts, has had a particularly difficult past decade. In the past seven years, they’ve voted to close down 10 schools. If they had decided to move forward with their recent votes regarding Eastwood Elementary School and Morningside Elementary School, those institutions could have potentially marked the 11th and 12th closures in less than a decade. 
Despite currently suspending the Eastwood and Morningside votes, Granite district officials and board members continue to warn parents and students that more closures are not just possible, but highly probable.
“We cannot lose sight of the reality of the situation that we are in,” said Clarke Nelson, a Granite School District board member. “We have to direct the process to get to the greatest common good. And that has a reality to it that will be painful, at some point, for certain schools, for certain neighborhoods, that I don’t see going away in the near future.”
Granite district leaders have parroted Nelson’s sentiments, predicting that enrollment will drop an additional 10% in the next two years. Superintendent Ben Horsley has only been in his current position for a little over a year, yet he has already had to discuss these closures on multiple occasions. In response to criticism, Horsley has said that many of the factors leading to declining enrollment and closures are “outside our ability to control”. 
What exactly are the circumstances leading to declining enrollment, and what are the broader implications for the state writ large?
As of 2025, every school district in the state of Utah has faced declining enrollment rates to some extent, except for two outliers, Beaver and Tooele. While Granite’s rapid decline has been particularly notable, so too have Salt Lake and Washington school districts.
At face value, one might wonder why Utah is undergoing such a crisis considering that, in recent years, the state has consistently been ranked as one of the fastest growing in the nation. St. George, in particular, which falls under the Washington School District, is regularly cited as Utah’s most rapidly growing city, even going so far as to have previously garnered national attention for its noteworthy growth. Furthermore, Utah has the youngest median population in the nation. According to a Census.gov report, Utah’s median age is 32.4. 
Even Aaron Brough, director of data and statistics at the Utah Board of Education has sounded off about the conundrum. "We seem to be exiting from the constant growth or the constant struggle to deal with the pressures of growth to … this decline that we're seeing here," he said. 
While some districts, like Granite, have been dealing with declining rates for several years, many other districts are citing the Covid-19 pandemic as a major turning point. In the early days of the pandemic, many schools and districts struggled to implement rules and guidelines that had universal appeal. This led to a subset of parents developing a lack of trust, subsequently pulling their children from their schools, and districts at large. However, instead of transferring these students to other public schools or districts within the same county, many parents opted for alternatives like charter schools, private schools, and homeschooling.
Incidentally, charter schools, which are technically still public run institutions, but they operate independently of an established district, are mostly trending in the opposite direction. Their growth is far more reliable, expanding by 3.6% in the past year. As of 2025, they represent 13% of the state’s public-school population. However, even charters aren’t completely immune, as 44 of the 113 registered Utah charter schools also saw declines in enrollment.
Additionally, while Utah has retained its status as a state with a rapidly growing population, one aspect of that growth has dropped off substantially, children. Not only is the birth rate declining nationwide, but in Utah, the cultural trend that previously favored large families, is no longer nearly as prevalent. Economic pressures and exorbitant housing costs are also making it increasingly more difficult for young people to support large families. 
While it may be true that Utah’s housing market saw significant periods of growth in the past decade, much of that development favored new apartment buildings and condominiums. Historically speaking, these types of properties typically don’t attract families with school-age children, a fact that continues to be true.
qIt also doesn’t help that declining enrollment equals reduced funding from the state. In many cases, that loss in revenue can easily creep into the millions. These cuts can be fatal for certain institutions, considering that operating costs remain the same whether or not funding is decreased.
"It's not the district's responsibility to ensure families are growing at a rate to sustain schools," Horsley added. "We're here to sustain our families."
No question, these declining rates will continue to pose problems for Utah school districts across the state. However, if there is a silver lining to be found, Utah State Superintendent of Public Instruction, Molly Hart says that enrollment numbers are up for students from demographics that are historically underserved, such as those with disabilities and first time English learners. She believes this will translate into an opportunity for public schools to serve populations of students who are most in-need, as students from these demographics often unintentionally slip through the cracks.
Additionally, the presence of students of color continues to steadily increase, and as of fall 2025, they account for 31.2% of the k-12 public school population, an increase from last year’s 30.6%.
Hart nevertheless maintains that she remains dedicated to serving all students throughout the state of Utah.“Our focus remains,” she said, “on ensuring that every child, in every community, continues to receive a high-quality education, regardless of statewide fluctuations.”







